
 
 

Second Weekly News this week!!  Wanted to get some information out that will 
hopefully clear up some confusion.  Here it is: 

 
1) Food Labels - The August 8, 2013 installment of the MDE Weekly News 

contained information regarding the USDA policy that School Food Authorities 

(SFA) must have actual copies of CN labels, Product Formulation Statements 
and/or actual Nutrition Facts/Ingredient lists on hand for a review.   We 

wanted to take a moment to clarify what is expected of SFA’s regarding 
labeling.  At the very least, SFAs should save one of the following items: 
•             A digital photograph of the product carton with the label/CN label 

as proof of purchase 
•             The actual case label 

•             Product formulation statement direct from manufacturer 
•             And/or the nutrient analysis information found within the case of 

food.  This information would come directly from the manufacturer 

and must include a full ingredient list. 
•             Nutrition Facts Label  

SFA’s do not need to save each and every case label, but rather one label 
from each type of food product.  Please note that CN Labels that come from 
other sources must be a direct replication of the actual CN label.   Copies 

pulled from a third party system must accurately reflect and insure the 
product received was actually manufactured under the FNS required quality 

control program. Please note that if actual manufacturer nutrition facts labels 
are available on a distributor’s website, these are allowable.  More 

information on this subject can be found at this 
link:  http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/cnlabeling/copying_labels.htm . 

 

2) Important Information - We (USDA) have just posted (it is attached) a jointly 
signed letter from U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Thomas J. Vilsack and U.S. 

Secretary of Education Arne Duncan discussing ways to ensure a healthy 
nutrition environment in schools.  The Department of Education sent it to 
their appropriate State agencies with a request for them to send it on to their 

district superintendents and school principals. 
 

3) 6 Cent Certification – For all School Nutrition Program sponsors that did NOT 
complete the 6 Cent Certification process last year, it is important you start 
working on this project and submitting the application as soon as 

possible.  In order to make sure you receive maximum reimbursements and 
your upcoming Administrative Review goes as smoothly as possible, we 

encourage you to complete this project on a timely basis.  
 

4) Food Allergies - As part of the Food Safety Modernization Act in 2010, the 

CDC was directed to issue voluntary guidelines for managing food allergies in 
schools and early child care centers. I hope you find this resource helpful. 

Please share this resource 
widely!   http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/foodallergies/  
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5) Local Wellness Policy Webinar – Attached is an email from USDA with details 

on a webinar with information and guidance on the HUSSC Local Wellness 
Policy Criteria.  Even you don’t plan on applying for HUSSC, the Healthy 

Hunger Free Kids Act requires a Local Wellness Policy so it still may be of 
interest to you. 
 

6) Video of the Week - Watch how Margee Faber, Assistant Director, from 
Dexter School Nutrition Program discuss keeping administrators and parents 

informed. You can, too. http://tinyurl.com/lnspqvu. Also, remember to join 
the conversation like Michigan Team Nutrition on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/michiganteamnutrition 

 
Bit shorter for this one.  Hope to see many of you at the SNAM Conference next 

week. 
 
 

 
 

Howard Leikert, MBA, SNS 

Supervisor, School Nutrition Programs 
Michigan Department of Education 
517-373-3892 
 

“The MDE School Nutrition Programs team is committed to the success of child nutrition 
programs through training, support, and leadership by fostering partnerships to ensure the 
nutritional well-being of all students in Michigan.” 
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