World History and Geography    Essential Question Activity Resource                                   


Essential Questions on the Crisis        in the Classical World
	High School Content Expectations

	4.1.1 Crisis in the Classical World – Explain the responses to common forces of change that led to the ultimate collapse of classical empires and discuss the consequences of their collapse.



	4.2.3 The Plague – Using historical and modern maps and other evidence explain the causes and spread of the Plague and analyze the demographic, economic, social, and political consequences of this pandemic.



	4.3.3 China to 1500 – Explain how Chinese dynasties responded to the internal and external challenges caused by ethnic diversity, physical geography, population growth and Mongol invasion to achieve relative political stability, economic prosperity, and technological innovation



	4.3.4 The Eastern European System and the Byzantine Empire to 1500 – Analyze restructuring of the Eastern European system including

• the rise and decline of the Byzantine Empire

• the region’s unique spatial location

• the region’s political, economic, and religious transformations

• emerging tensions between East and West.



Reword the following FOCUS questions to make ESSENTIAL questions.
How did the civilizations of North, Central and South America respond to forces of change that led to their collapse?

Why did the Plague spread?

How did the Chinese achieve relative political stability, economic prosperity, and a high level of technological innovation during this era?
1. Check your work. Do the questions you wrote apply across time and space?  Give an example?

2. Will you be able to use the essential questions you have written for other units that you will teach this year?
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