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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Michael Flanagan, Chairman 
 
SUBJECT: Approval to Change the Endorsement Code for the Early Childhood 

Endorsement from ZA to ZS 
 
The revised standards for the Preparation of Early Childhood Education Teachers (ZA) 
were presented at the State Board of Education (SBE) meeting and approved on 
September 9, 2008. 
 
These revised standards reflect the knowledge and skills to teach children from birth to 
age 8 in general education settings, as well as significant knowledge and skills for 
teaching children with special needs.  It has been determined that to present a clear 
transition and indicator of different knowledge and authorization, the revised standards 
should be known by a new name that represents the knowledge and skill changes 
presented in the standards: Early Childhood ZS (General and Special Education). 
 
Teachers already possessing a certificate with the Early Childhood Education ZA 
endorsement code will continue to be authorized to teach in general education classrooms 
within the validity of the certificate and code, and in preschool classrooms with special 
education students with the additional letter from the Office of Special Education and Early 
Intervention.  Teachers prepared in the Early Childhood ZS (General and Special 
Education) programs aligned with the revised standards will be recommended for and 
authorized to teach within the validity of the certificate and code without the additional 
letter of authorization from the Office of Special Education and Early Intervention. 
 
 
It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the endorsement code 
name change from Early Childhood Education (ZA) to Early Childhood ZS (General and 
Special Education) for teachers of children from birth to age 8, as discussed in the 
Superintendent’s memorandum dated September 27, 2010. 
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