Schoolwide Program Frequently Asked Questions


Q1. What happens if a school that becomes a schoolwide program drops below the initial eligibility threshold in a subsequent year?
A.  To promote effective, long-term planning, a school can maintain its schoolwide program eligibility even it if drops below the initial poverty threshold. There is no required redetermination of schoolwide program status every three years as there was in the past. Therefore, a school that becomes a schoolwide in 2002 with 40% poverty can continue its schoolwide program even if its poverty level falls below 40% in following years, as long as the school meets the general Title I eligibility and selection requirements and the LEA has sufficient funds to serve the school.

Q2. How long may a schoolwide program plan remain in effect?
A.  The schoolwide program plan can remain in effect for the duration of the school’s participation under Title I.  A school must review and update its plan annually to reflect changes in its schoolwide program or changes to reflect State standards established after the plan was developed.  It is a district decision to allow a school to implement schoolwide program after the year of planning.  Therefore, if a school decides, for whatever reason, to return to a targeted assistance program, the district must approve this decision, and a targeted assistance plan must be developed.
Q3. From which Federal education programs may a schoolwide program school combine funds and services in its schoolwide program?
A.  A schoolwide program school may use funds or resources that the school receives from any Federal education program administered by the Secretary to upgrade its entire educational program.  In addition, a school must comply with certain requirements if it combines funds from the following programs in its schoolwide program:

· Consistent with section 1306(b)(3) of Title I and §200.29(c)(1)(i)(ii) of the Title I regulations, a schoolwide program school that combines Migrant Education Program (MEP) funds under Part C of Title I must, in consultation with parents of migratory children or organizations representing those parents, or both, first to meet the unique educational needs of migratory students that result from the effects of their migratory lifestyle, and those other needs that are necessary to permit these students to participate effectively in school, as identified through the comprehensive Statewide needs assessment under §200.83 and document that these needs have been met.

· Consistent with section 7115(c) of the ESEA and §200.29(c)(2) of the Title I regulations, a schoolwide program school may combine funds received under Subpart 1 of Part A of Title VII of the ESEA regarding Indian education if the parent committee established by the LEA under section 7114(c)(4) of the ESEA approves the inclusion of those funds.

· A school may combine IDEA funds in its schoolwide program if the amount of IDEA funds used in the schoolwide program does not exceed an amount equal to the number of children with disabilities participating in the schoolwide program multiplied by the per-child amount of IDEA funds received by the school’s LEA. Except for how the school uses its IDEA funds, the school must comply with all other requirements of IDEA to the same extent it would if it did not combine IDEA funds in its schoolwide program.

· A school may also consolidate funds received under section 8003(d) of ESEA (Impact Aid) for children with disabilities in a schoolwide program.  The school must comply with all other requirements of section 8003(d).

Q4. From what requirements are a schoolwide program not exempt?
A.  Even though a schoolwide program school combines funds from other Federal programs in its schoolwide program and is thus freed from most statutory and regulatory requirements of those programs, the school and its LEA, as appropriate, must still comply with requirements applicable to those programs relating to:

· Health and safety requirements

· Civil rights requirements

· Participation and involvement of parents and students

· Services to private school children

· Maintenance of effort

· Comparability of services

· Requirements to use Federal funds to supplement, and not supplant, non-Federal funds

· Distribution of funds to SEAs and LEAs

Q5. If a schoolwide program school is not required to identify particular children, how can the school determine whether it is meeting the needs of the intended beneficiaries of the Federal education programs whose funds it has combined?
A.  A schoolwide program school is not required to identify particular children as eligible to participate in a schoolwide program because it is not required to focus Federal education funds on particular children. All children are eligible to participate in all aspects of the schoolwide program, as appropriate. However, in order to know how best to address the needs of all children in the school, particularly the needs of low achieving children and those at risk of not meeting the State student academic achievement standards or who are members of the target population of any program whose funds are combined, the school by necessity needs to know which children have special needs.  They are, for example, migrant students, or limited English proficient students, or any student at risk of failing to meet the State’s academic performance standards. The school also must identify children by certain characteristics in order to disaggregate data on its final State assessment.

Q6. If a schoolwide program school can potentially serve all children, can we combine our Section 31a funding with our federal funds and serve all children?

A.  Section 31a is a State of Michigan funded program.  It is very specific in its eligibility criteria and cannot be combined with Federal education funds to operate a schoolwide program.  Children served under Section 31a must meet the eligibility criteria in order to receive services.
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