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To choose this year’s book, committee members 
debated the strengths and weaknesses of many books 
before agreeing that James McBride’s Song Yet Sung was 
the extraordinary reading experience they most wanted 
to share. Filled with rich history and told in McBride’s 
signature lyrical style, the novel centers on the haunting 
choices that slavery forces 
on both blacks and whites.

CADL and its community partners invite you to 
join with other readers in experiencing this powerful 
story. This brochure includes information about book 
discussion groups, a wide variety of print and media 
resources, and a special visit from author James McBride. 

A good book is even better when 
people get together to talk about it. 
The Capital Area Reads project is 
designed to encourage discussion 
and spark the exchange of ideas 
across Ingham County.

W E L C O M E  T O 

C A P I T A L  A R E A  R E A D S !



Song Yet Sung is the highly charged 
story of a runaway slave in the
treacherous swamps of pre-Civil 
War Maryland in 1850. Liz Spocott, 
captured, shot and near death, is 
wracked by disturbing visions of 
the future as she lies shackled to 
an old woman in the prison attic 
of a notorious slave-trader. Then 
the old woman reveals “the Code,” 
a fiercely guarded cryptic means 
of communication for slaves on 
the run. Armed with an array of 
words that she does not understand, 
Liz escapes once again, and this 

time her extraordinary dreams of tomorrow create a freedom-
seeking furor among the once complacent slave community. 
The mysterious disappearance of two children, one white 
and one black, seeds an explosive ending.

“McBride’s engagement with the historical continuum provides 
a new slant on an old subject. He may have set his novel in 
the 1850s, but he is writing about the hurdles we yet face…”
—David Anthony Durham, The Washington Post, 2008

Pick up a copy at any CADL location or place 
a hold at cadl.org. It’s available in print, on 
CD or as a downloadable.

A B O U T  T H E  B O O K



“Writing is like flinging mud against the wall 

and seeing what sticks.”

James McBride is the award-winning author of 
the million-selling memoir The Color of Water, 
now considered an American classic. His first 
novel, Miracle at St. Anna, was recently made 
into a feature film. Second novel Song Yet Sung 
was inspired by a visit to the birthplace of  
Harriet Tubman. He wanted to write about  
the past but link it to the present: “For all  
their suffering, blacks maintained a sense 

of pride and purpose. At least, that’s how it was when 
I was a child. I feel that’s slipping away.”

McBride is also a talented jazz composer and saxophonist, 
and has won awards for his compositions in musical theater. 
A native New Yorker, he holds a Masters in Journalism 
from Columbia University and is currently a Distinguished 
Writer in Residence at New York University. He lives with 
his wife and three children in rural Pennsylvania. 

AUTHOR EVENT
Hear James McBride talk about Song Yet Sung, followed 
by a question and answer period. Copies of his books 
will be available for sale and signing.

Tickets are required to attend, with free tickets 
available at all CADL locations beginning March 23. 
You may also call (517) 367-6348 for tickets.

Monday, April 20 • 7 pm
LANSING CENTER
333 E. Michigan Avenue

A B O U T  T H E  A U T H O R



Share your react ions,  ideas  and quest ions about 

Song Yet  Sung  by choosing i t  for  your book group 

or attending one of  our l ibrary discussions. 

A l i s t  of  suggested discussion quest ions 

is  avai lable  at  cadl .org/car .

A D D  Y O U R  V O I C E

AURELIUS
Tuesday, Feb. 17 • 3 pm

DANSVILLE
Tuesday, Feb. 17 • 6:30 pm

DOWNTOWN 
LANSING
Tuesday, April 14 • 6:30 pm

HASLETT
Wednesday, March 4 • 7 pm        

HOLT-DELHI
Wednesday, April 15 • 6:30 pm

MASON
Tuesday, March 17 • 2 pm

OKEMOS
Thursday, March 5 • 10 am 
Thursday, March 19 • 12 noon 

SOUTH LANSING
Wednesday, March 18 • 6:30 pm

STOCKBRIDGE
Friday, March 27 • 12 noon

WEBBERVILLE
 Tuesday, March 24 • 7 pm
                         
WILLIAMSTON
Tuesday, March 31 • 7 pm 



T O  L E A R N  M O R E

Learn more  about  the  topics  explored in  Song Yet  Sung 
wi th these  recommended t i t le s ,  ava i lable  in  a  var ie ty 
of  formats  a t  cadl .org .   Look for  these  symbols :  

   Books         Book on CD        
   
   Downloadable  books         DVD 

For  a  l i s t  of  re la ted webs i tes ,  v i s i t  cadl .org / car.

F I C T I O N

Kindred  by Octavia  Butler
A woman f rom the  20 th  cen tu ry  i s  repeated ly  b rought  back  in  t ime by 
her  s lave-own ing  ances to r.  When fo rced  to  l i ve  the  l i fe  o f  a  s lave , 
Dana rea l i zes  she  i s  no t  as  s t rong  as  her  ances to rs .

The Runaway Quilt  by Jennifer  Chiaverini
Master  qu i l te r  Sy lv ia  Compson f inds  an  he i r loom qu i l t  tha t  mudd les 
her  her i tage .  She be l ieved  her  ances to rs  were  ac t i ve  in  the 
Underground Ra i l road- -bu t  perhaps  she ’s  been mis taken. 

Walk Through Darkness  by David Anthony Durham
A s lave  bare ly  surv ives  escap ing  f rom h is  b ru ta l  owner  in  Vi rg in ia , 
then  must  f ind  h is  way  to  New York  where  h is  p regnant  w i fe—
and f reedom—awai ts .  

Sweetsmoke  by David Ful ler
Compromis ing  h is  pos i t ion  as  a  favored  s lave  in  1862 Vi rg in ia , 
ta len ted  carpenter  Cass ius  inves t iga tes  the  murder  o f  a  c lose 
f r iend ,  w i th  unexpec ted  resu l ts .

The Autobiography of  Miss  Jane Pittman 
by Ernest  J .  Gaines
Miss  Jane P i t tman is  ce lebra t ing  her  110 th  b i r thday  as  the  c iv i l  r igh ts 
movement  hea ts  up .  A fo rmer  s lave ,  she  recounts  her  memor ies  f rom 
p ick ing  po ta toes  on  a  p lan ta t ion  to  her  v iews on  the  tu rbu len t  e ra .  

The Known World  by Edward P.  Jones
When a  p lan ta t ion  p ropr ie to r  and  fo rmer  s lave  d ies ,  leav ing  s laves  o f 
h is  own,  h is  househo ld  fa l l s  apar t  in  the  wake o f  a  s lave  rebe l l ion  and 
cor rup t  pa t ro l le rs .

North Star Conspiracy  by Miriam Grace Monfredo
Whi le  work ing  fo r  the  Underground Ra i l road  in  Seneca Fa l l s , 
New York ,  l i b ra r ian  G lyn is  Tryon  is  t roub led  by  the  susp ic ious 
death  o f  a  f reed  s lave  and uncovers  a  shock ing  secre t  about 
some o f  her  fe l low abo l i t i on is ts .
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Beloved  by Toni Morrison
Sethe  was  born  a  s lave  and escaped to  Oh io ,  bu t  e igh teen years 
la te r  she  i s  s t i l l  no t  f ree .  A f te r  the  C iv i l  War  ends ,  Se the  long ing ly 
reca l l s  the  two-year -o ld  daughter  whom she k i l l ed  when th rea tened 
w i th  recapture .

Soul  Catcher by Michael  C.  White
St rugg l ing  to  fo rge t  a  war -marked pas t  and  a  fu tu re  compromised 
by  deb t ,  s lave  t racker  Augus tus  Ca in  i s  h i red  by  a  p lan ta t ion 
owner  to  re t r ieve  a  runaway s lave .   

A Woman Called Moses  (2001)
The s to ry  o f  Har r ie t  Tubman,  who bought  her  f reedom f rom 
s lavery,  founded the  Underground Ra i l road ,  and  he lped  lead 
hundreds  o f  s laves  to  f reedom before  the  C iv i l  War.           

N O N - F I C T I O N

Bound for  Canaan:  The Underground Railroad  
and the War for  the Soul  of  America 
by Fergus M. Bordewich
Offe rs  ins igh t  in to  the  Underground Ra i l road  and the  ro le  p layed 
by  wes tward  expans ion ,  the  sp i r i tua l  be l ie fs  tha t  mot iva ted  each 
s ide  o f  the  con f l i c t ,  and  the  e f fo r ts  o f  b lack  and  wh i te  c i t i zens  to 
save  tens  o f  thousands  o f  l i ves .

Let  My People  Go:  The Stor y of  the  Underground 
Railroad and the Growth of  the Aboli t ion  
Movement  by Henrietta  Buckmaster
Examines  the  events  and  key  f igures  beh ind  the  Underground 
Ra i l road ,  the  secre t i ve  and  i l l ega l  o rgan iza t ion  tha t  he lped 
Amer ican  s laves  escape to  f reedom in  the  nor thern  Un i ted 
S ta tes  and  Canada.

Forbidden Fruit :  Love Stories  from the  
Underground Railroad  by Betty DeRamus
Desp i te  the  r i sks ,  some Amer ican  s laves  par took  o f  the 
“ fo rb idden f ru i t ”  o f  mar r iage .  When the  d readed separa t ion 
inev i tab ly  occur red ,  s lave  spouses  fe l t  a  sor rowfu l  angu ish 
and somet imes  made Hercu lean  e f fo r ts  to  re -un i te .  

B

B

B

B

B

CD

CD

CD

D
L

D
L

DVD

DVD



Beyond the River :  The Untold Stor y of  the  Heroes 
of  the  Underground Railroad  by Ann Hagedorn
Traces  the  s to ry  o f  John Rank in  and  the  heroes  o f  the 
R ip ley,  Oh io ,  l i ne  o f  the  Underground Ra i l road . 

Escape on the Pearl :  The Heroic  Bid for  Freedom 
on the Underground Railroad  by Mary Kay Ricks
Traces  the  fa i led  1848 escape a t tempt  o f  more  than  70  s laves , 
an  event  tha t  ga lvan ized  the  debate  over  s lavery  in  Congress .

I ’ve  Got a Home in Glor y Land:  A Lost  Tale  of 
the  Underground Railroad  by Karolyn Smardz Frost
Traces  the  hero ic  s to ry  o f  fo rmer  s laves  Thorn ton  and Luc ie 
B lackburn ,  who launched a  dar ing  and success fu l  day l igh t 
escape f rom the i r  s lave  masters  in  1831 and sparked  the 
B lackburn  R io t  o f  1833.

Hidden in Plain View:  The Secret  Stor y of  Quilt s 
and the Underground Railroad  by Jacquel ine Tobin
The au thors  revea l  the  secre t  codes  woven by  A f r i can-Amer ican 
s laves  in to  qu i l t s  they  used to  nav iga te  the i r  escape on  the 
Underground Ra i l road ,  par t  o f  a  we l l -o rgan ized  res is tance 
movement  tha t  p receded the  abo l i t i on is t  c rusade.

Hanging Captain Gordon:  The Life  and Trial 
of  an American Slave Trader  by Ron Soodalter
Documents  the  1862 t r ia l  and  execu t ion  o f  Nathan ie l  Gordon,  the 
on ly  man in  U.S.  h is to ry  to  be  hanged fo r  s lave  t rad ing ,  se t  aga ins t 
a  backdrop  o f  the  C iv i l  War  under  newly  e lec ted  Pres iden t  L inco ln .

Underground Railroad  (2002)
Using  h is to r i ca l  documents ,  in te rv iews and s i te  v is i t s ,  th is 
H is to ry  Channe l  p roduc t ion  t races  the  journey  to  f reedom taken 
by  count less  s laves ,  showing  how they  were  gu ided ,  p ro tec ted 
and pursued a long  the  way. 

Whispers  of  Angels :  A Stor y of  the  Underground 
Railroad (2004) 
Whi te  Quaker  abo l i t i on is t  Thomas Gar re t t  and  Wi l l i am St i l l , 
a  f ree ,  b lack  an t i -s lavery  ac t i v i s t ,  “conduc ted”  thousands  o f 
fug i t i ves  to  f reedom th rough Mary land ’s  Eas te rn  Shore  to
the  s t ree ts  o f  Ph i lade lph ia .
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2008  An Inconvenient Truth
 Al  Gore

2007  Ordinary Heroes
 Scott  Turow

2006   An Unfinished Life 
 Mark Spragg

2005  The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963
 Chri s topher  Paul  Curt i s

2003  How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
 Ju l ia  Alvarez

C o m m i t t e e
2009 Capita l  Area Reads2009 Capita l  Area Reads

A publication of the Capital Area District Library Marketing Department

Sarah Redman, Chairperson

Barbara Faiks
Lynn Harper
Jessica Trotter

DiAnne Warfield





2009 Capital  Area Reads

AURELIUS 
1939 S. Aurelius Road, Mason
(517) 628-3743

DANSVILLE
1379 E. Mason Street, Dansville
(517) 623-6511

DOWNTOWN LANSING
401 S. Capitol Avenue, Lansing
(517) 367-6363

FOSTER
200 N. Foster Avenue, Lansing
(517) 485-5185

HASLETT
5670 School Street, Haslett
(517) 339-2324

HOLT-DELHI
2078 Aurelius Road, Holt
(517) 694-9351

LESLIE
201 Pennsylvania Street, Leslie
(517) 589-9400

MASON
145 W. Ash Street, Mason
(517) 676-9088

OKEMOS
4321 Okemos Road, Okemos
(517) 347-2021

SOUTH LANSING
3500 S. Cedar Street, Lansing
(517) 272-9840

STOCKBRIDGE
200 Wood Street, Stockbridge
(517) 851-7810

WEBBERVILLE
115 S. Main Street, Webberville 
(517) 521-3643

WILLIAMSTON
201 School Street, Williamston
(517) 655-1191

OUTREACH SERVICES
Bookmobile, Books-by-Mail, 
Book Nook
(517) 367-6308




