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ACTIVITIES:

Grants:

Through our literary grants program, we gave 20 grants for a total of $5,561. Affiliates received 7 grants and non-affiliates received 13 grants for events that included author visits, one book events, book festivals and a discussion series. Grants were given to public libraries and one school library throughout the state. Recipients and the events are listed at the Center web site. 
National Book Festival: (www.loc.gov/bookfest/)

We attended the 10th annual National Book Festival on September 25th in Washington, DC to promote Michigan's literary heritage in our nation’s capitol. Chris Byron from the Grand Rapids Public Library, Mary Murphy from the Hackley Public Library, Cory Grimminck from the Hillsdale Community Library, and Steven Flayer from Shiawassee District Library assisted at the event along with Karren Reish from the Library of Michigan. We brought a range of resource materials on Michigan literature, including the new Take a Reading Road Trip to Michigan brochure and sample materials from Michigan Reads! program. We highlighted January’s Sparrow by Patricia Polacco as the Michigan children’s book for the festival. We also provided travel magazines and maps from Travel Michigan and the Michigan Department of Transportation.

Kerrytown Bookfest: (www.kerrytownbookfest.org/)

We attended the 8th annual Kerrytown Bookfest on Sunday, September 12th. The Center for the Book and the Library of Michigan had a booth together. Karren Reish represented the Michigan Center for the Book and Randy Riley and Edwina Morgan represented the Library of Michigan. The Bookfest had many Michigan Notable Books authors this year and was very successful with approximately four thousand attendees.

Literary Landmarks:

In partnership with the Lapeer District Library, we sponsored a literary landmark for Marguerite d’Angeli on September 22nd. The landmark is at the Marguerite d’Angeli Branch of the Lapeer District Library. Ms. d’Angeli was a native of Lapeer and was a renowned illustrator and children’s author, winning the Newbery Award for The Door in the Wall in 1950.

Letters about Literature: (www.lettersaboutliterature.org/) 

In collaboration with many volunteer judges from school and public libraries, we acted as the coordinator for the Letters about Literature program in Michigan. We promote the program to school and public libraries and to teachers and coordinate judging the semi-finalist’s letters. The program is a national letter-writing program sponsored by the National Center for the Book. Students write a letter to the author of a book that changed their lives. State winners receive a $50 Target gift card and a $300 donation to the library of their choice. This year, the Center for the Book also provided $20 Schulers Books and Music gift cards to finalists at each level and a $50 gift card to one outstanding teacher. The 2010 winners, their letters and further information on the program is listed at are listed at the Center web site

River of Words: (www.riverofwords.org/) 

In collaboration with Cynthia Cote, the regional coordinator for the River of Words, the Center continued promoting the River of Words program to Michigan public and school libraries and to literature teachers. River of Words is a national poetry and art program using the theme of watersheds and is sponsored by the National Center for the Book. Unfortunately, the national level program was discontinued this year due to funding issues.

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES:

Conferences: 

We participated in the Library of Michigan vendor exhibit at the Michigan Library Association conference. 

We participated in the Library of Michigan vendor exhibit at the Michigan Association for Media in Education conference.

We provided materials on Letters about Literature and River of Words for the Michigan Council of Teachers of English and the Michigan Chapter of Catholic Schools conferences.

RESOURCES:

Michigan Notable Books Programming Guide:
For the second year, the Center developed a programming guide for the 2010 Notable books. Chris Byron, Kelly Ireland, Cory Grimminck, Ray Arnett and Kris Rzepczynski assisted in the writing. The guide has suggestions for author visits, programs, exhibits, off-site trips, and read-a-likes for each book on the list. The programming guide can be found at the Center web site, in the Author Visits section and at www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2010_Notable_Books_Programming_Guide_314680_7.pdf 

One Book Archive: 

We maintain the One Book Archive, where we post One Book event materials from Michigan libraries, such as discussion questions and readers guides. We currently have 51 different resources for 43 different books along with links to programming information. We welcome new materials.

Summer Reading Bookmarks: 

As part of the 2011 Summer Reading program, we completed our 7th adult Summer Reading bookmarks. The bookmarks were mailed out to all public libraries in October with the Summer Reading manuals. The slogan is “Michigan’s Peoples, Places and Stories.” The bookmarks have reading lists on six topics: The Peoples of Michigan – Fiction, The Peoples of Michigan – Non-fiction, Places of Michigan – Fiction, Places of Michigan – Non-fiction, Michigan in History – 19th Century, and Michigan in History – 20th Century. The bookmarks are included on the national Collaborative Summer Library Program’s website as a resource and are available at www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/lm_2011_MCFB_Adult_Summer_Reading_bookmarks_Multi_Color_332673_7.pdf 

Take a Reading Road Trip to Michigan! brochure:

With the help of affiliate members, we produced our annual literary brochure. For 2010, it was Take a Reading Road Trip to Michigan, which lists children’s books related to Michigan. Copies are available for libraries on request and it is available on the Center website at www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/lm_2010_MCFB_MI_Childrens_Books_325325_7.pdf. 

Author Visits at Your Library: (www.michigan.gov/authorvisits & michiganlibraryauthorvisits.blogspot.com/) 

We are maintaining the author visit listserv and the Michigan Library Author Visits blog, new last year. The blog is currently up to 235 posts on hundreds of author visits. We are also continuing to maintain the how-to information and links at the main site.

Michigan Authors & Illustrators database: (www.hal.state.mi.us/authors/) 

We are maintaining the Michigan Authors & Illustrators database in partnership with the Michigan Association of Media in Education. The number of authors continues increase through the dedicated efforts of the MAME editors and is over 1,800. The database receives over 50,000 hits a year. An upgrade to the database is currently under consideration for 2011.

SPONSORSHIPS:

Michigan Author Award:

We sponsored the Michigan Library Association Michigan Author Award at $500. The award is presented at the Michigan Library Association conference. The 2010 recipient is John Smolens, author of critically acclaimed thrillers and literary fiction. As part of our sponsorship, the Center for the Book had a seat on the MLA Author Award committee, held by Diane McKee.
Michigan Notable Books:

We provided $4,000 in funding to the Library of Michigan Foundation for the Michigan Notable Book author program and tour. Several affiliates had author visits as part of the program. As part of our sponsorship, the Center for the Book had a seat on the Notable Books selection committee, held by Pam Christensen. The Center also developed a Notable Books programming guide as listed above.

ADMINISTRATION:

Membership stayed level with 24 affiliate members and two book community members. Three libraries resigned and three joined. The Cromaine District Library, the Traverse Area District Library, and the Kalkaska County Library joined, while the Troy Public Library, the Royal Oak Public Library and the Bloomfield Township Public Library resigned. Sleeping Bear Press was term limited in 2009, so Ann Arbor Editions joined as the new book community member.

Ray Arnett, as a Board representative, attended the National Center for the Book management conference, the Idea Exchange, on June 28-29 in Washington, DC.
The committee structure was stable with four standing committees: Statewide Projects, Statewide Resources, Nominations, and Finance. A temporary membership committee was convened and a Notable Books programming guide committee is in its second year.

The officers for 2010 were: 


Chair – Nancy Johnson


Chair-elect – Kelly Ireland


Secretary – Steven Flayer
