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AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT

Miscellaneous
Frequently Asked Questions

1. How will I receive ARRA funds?
Different distribution rules apply to each of the different funding streams under ARRA.  IDEA and Title I recovery funds are distributed according to the allocations established under law.  Applications to MDE, are currently posted on MEGS and will follow the typical IDEA and Title I process.  With regard to stabilization dollars, LEAs must submit an application to MDE (currently available on MEGS) and once approved may begin drawing down on those monies through CMS (cash management system).
2. Will MDE have a resource guide/tool that lists allowable function codes by grant as a quick reference for schools to use?

As with all grants applied through the Cash Management System (CMS), each American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant will have a drop down list of all allowable functions appropriate to that grant to choose from.  Stabilization funds will allow user to choose any function.

3. Is there a website to find out how much money is being allocated to our school?
Yes.  MDE’s recovery page (www.michigan.gov/mde-recovery) has a section on grant allocations.  Also, the state’s recovery website (www.michigan.gov/recovery) has an interactive map that allows anyone who visits to see a list of local funding recipients by county---which includes allocations to school districts in the state. 
4. How and where do we find our DUNS number?
A DUNS number is a tool of the federal government to track how federal money is distributed.  An official memo from MDE was sent to all Intermediate and Local District Superintendents, Public School Academy Administrators and other Non-School Recipients on June 9, 2009 detailing the process to obtain this number.  This memo is available on MDE’s recovery website at www.michigan.gov/mde-recovery. 
5. What kind of employee time certification will be required for the stabilization fund, Title I and IDEA?

Districts can draw down federal ARRA stabilization funds going back to April 1, 2009 after 1) the state receives the federal grant; 2) the legislature passes the supplemental appropriation; and 3) the district documents the federal expenditures (see below).   At that point, districts could draw down all ARRA stabilization funds.
Districts can document payroll charges of employees working on a single cost objective (specifically ARRA stabilization is a single cost objective) by preparing semi-annual certifications. The certifications need to be signed by someone with first hand knowledge of the employees’ duties. MDE recommends that districts select staff working on one activity who have not already been charged to federal funds and include them in a blanket semi-annual certification (listing all single cost objective staff in the building charged to federal ARRA stabilization funds) to be signed by the building principal. An example entry would be Danielle Brown, 3rd grade math, ARRA stabilization. 

It is not recommended that districts charge split funded staff to ARRA stabilization funds because of potential audit issues. 

It should be safe for districts to charge procurement of supplies, materials and equipment to ARRA stabilization funds because the state procurement requirements (that the district should have followed) are stricter than the federal procurement requirements. It is not recommended that districts charge services to ARRA stabilization funds unless they are certain that the procurements are in compliance with 34 CFR Part 80.36.
6. Will the power points be available to the web?
Yes.  Power point presentations from podcasts and conferences are posted on MDE’s website at www.michigan.gov/mde-recovery.  
7. Who is eligible for QZAB-QSCB?  Are public school academies, which do not have a tax base, eligible?
Charter schools, as well as traditional public schools may benefit from these types of bonds.
8. Where will Q&A be posted?  Will each department (OSI, OSE, etc.) have separate Q&A?
Various departments at MDE currently have specific Q&A documents and all Q&A documents will be posted on the MDE recovery page at www.michigan.gov/mde-recovery. 
9. How will the federal government be collecting financial data?
As of June 12, 2009, guidance on these requirements have not yet been determined by the U.S. Department of Education.  What we do know is that transparency, reporting and accountability are a priority for ARRA funds.  We expect to be able to provide more information about data collection and reporting soon. 
10. Save jobs?  In two years the funding cliff will only be magnified by saving jobs now but laying off in the future.  This is a mixed message at best.
Admittedly, this is a difficult balance.  Districts might consider short-term positions to begin a new type of instructional process as an appropriate use of Recovery funds.  Districts may also wish to hire independent consultants for energy audits and improvements, or to conduct curriculum alignments, train teachers in reading literacy instructional strategies, etc.  Each district will need to look at their unique circumstances for the strategic use of these funds and how they can minimize the impact of the funding cliff.
11. Is it too late to apply for energy and weatherization funding? 
The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program (EECBG) is an opportunity for schools to work with local units of government to be part of their energy efficiency conservation plan.  Michigan was allocated $76.6 million, with $52 million going directly to 56 Michigan communities for local energy efficiency and conservation efforts.  The U.S. Department of Energy allocations for individual Michigan cities’ and counties’ block grants are available at www.michigan.gov/energyoffice. The application to the U.S. Department of Energy is due June 25, 2009.  

Smaller communities will also have an opportunity to apply for a portion of the remaining $19.6 million of this grant through the Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth.  These funds will be offered through competitive solicitation to local jurisdictions.  Although schools cannot directly apply for these funds, schools can be a significant partner to communities in implementing energy efficiency and renewable energy practices.  


You may access information regarding the EECBG or other green initiatives at the U.S. Department of Energy website at www.eere.energy.gov/recovery and the Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth at www.michigan.gov/energyoffice. For more information on the competitive grant for small communities, contact the Bureau of Energy Systems, Department of Energy, Labor and Economic Growth at 517.335.2823 or 517.241.6228.   

12. Can you put examples or illustrations on the website on how the preschool, early childhood, and Early On may be used? 

Check out the early childhood powerpoint at http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MIEM_early_childhood_5-26-09_280876_7.ppt . 
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