Sample Family Letter Introducing the HIV Education Lesson


Dear              ,

Our school is using an exciting health curriculum called the Michigan Model for Health(tm). As a part of this program, your child will learn about HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) and AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). All public schools are required to teach about HIV and AIDS under Michigan law. Your child will learn:

•
How to prevent the spread of germs.

•
How the body’s immune system fights germs.

•
AIDS is a disease caused by a virus called Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV).

•
HIV is different from most germs, because it only gets into the body through blood-to-blood contact. 

•
To avoid touching other people’s blood, needles, and syringes.

•
How HIV damages the immune system when it gets into the body.

•
HIV cannot be caught by:


-
touching someone infected, 


-
sharing pencils or toys with someone infected,


-
hugging someone infected,


-
playing with someone infected,


-
talking to someone infected, or


-
coughing and sneezing without covering your mouth.

•
To treat people who are HIV infected or have AIDS in a caring way. Play with them when they feel like it and show caring when they don’t feel well.

•
Scientists and doctors are working to find a cure for AIDS.
Your child will be asked to share what he or she is learning with you and to ask you if he or she has more questions. You will get a family resource sheet after the lesson has been taught that will give you more information.

You are welcome to preview the lesson and materials that we will be using or observe the lesson if you wish. Please contact your child’s teacher or building principal to make these arrangements. If you would like to excuse your child from this lesson, notify the principal’s office. If you have any questions, please phone. The phone number is ​


.

Sincerely,
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