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MINUTE RECORD 

SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS  
 
SEOW Meeting Approval of Agenda/Minutes – Joel Hoepfner 
 Today’s Agenda and the Minutes of May 18, 2016 were reviewed and approved by consensus. 
 
Update on Next Steps/Action Items from Previous Meeting  
 Marijuana - Percentage of patients afflicted with debilitating conditions of marijuana - Dianne 
  UMTRI Report - Send to everyone – Dianne 
 Michigan Young Adult Survey – ‘To be shared at the SUD Conference. 

 
OROSC Updates – Larry Scott 
 Substance Abuse Mental Health and Substance Abuse Administration (SAMHSA) - Prescription Drug and Overdose 

Prevention Grant – The Prescription Drug and Overdose Grant Application was submitted to SAMHSA on May 29, 2016. 
The activity of this group would be to help us determine the communities of highest risk that would be targeted.   

 National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors, Inc. (NASADAD) – Larry attended a NASADAD Annual 
Meeting June 7 through 10, 2016 with a focus on the prevention of prescription and opioid overdose deaths.  Larry goes on to 
explain about discussions on the subject of prevention, and harm reduction and primary prevention and methods of transition 
and how more training is needed for primary prevention. A question was asked as to whether there was any discussion on 
programming, such as access to care or promotion. Larry responded yes; the question becomes can a system that focuses on 
treatment vs prevention and whether that can be altered and how to bridge and collaborate.  A question was asked about why 
so many overdose deaths are taking place now.  Larry responded that Congresses’ reaction is what we can do to first, save lives 
as opposed to primary prevention and utilizing treatment/harm reduction and prevention as part of the continuum.   
 

Emerging Issues and Trends 
Opioids, Prescription Drugs, Heroin, Marijuana, E-Cigarettes - Su Min Oh 
 Prescription Drugs – Su Min mentions the Electronic music festival this summer and requests members to be on the watch 

for these types of events. The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) is contacting 21 states to develop a national 
group called a National Coordinated Heroin Group to look at both prescription drugs and heroin and what they are asking 
for us to do is obtain real time data from drug overdose deaths. In response we laid out the limitations, such as costs, etc. 
However, nothing has been set yet. 

 Heroin – Joe talks about the co-occurrence of Hep C and the risk of HIV infection among people who inject drugs 
associated with the increases we are seeing in prescription opioid and heroin abuse. There has been an effort on the direction 
about how to use federal dollars and every state can apply to the CDC with some data to determine that a need is present to 
either start a new syringe program or expand an existing program.  If the CDC determines that the data you submit is 
compelling enough, they will confirm that a need exists has been determined and then they give you approval to start 
thinking about redirecting existing federal dollars towards syringe service programs.  The federal dollars that can be 
redirected would be from CDC or SAMHSA.  A determination of need was submitted to SAMHSA last week. We should 
hear from CDC on determination of need in the next few weeks.  We applied for all of Michigan, which enables us to be able 
to redirect funds broadly across the state, as well as counties in the state who receive federal funds to redirect those funds to 
syringe programs.  Fiscal year 2017 is when we will be able to utilize.  Questions should be directed directly to Joe. 

 Legalizing Marijuana – No movement on any marijuana bills. Signatures were not reached within 180 days and are trying 
to lift the 180 days.    

 E-cigarettes – On 5/21, there were three house bills introduced by state rep Henry Yanez; regulating e-cig as tobacco, etc.  
Tax revenue will go to the first responder coverage fund, the state smoking prevention program, and matching funds 
requirement for the Healthy Michigan Plan.   

 Drugs – Dianne reports that there was a bill that passed this week about a pilot for a roadside saliva test for drugs. It charges 
MSP officers to conduct a pilot program in five counties; if someone is pulled over and blows a “0” into the PBT machine 
and the officer still thinks they are impaired, they can then offer a saliva test that gives a positive or negative. A positive 
would be probable cause to issue a search warrant for a blood test.  If a person refuses a PBT on the side of the road, it is a  
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misdemeanor and if a person refuses to submit to a saliva test, it is a civil infraction. Dianne will let everyone know when 
MSP announces the five counties. 

 
Dianne also shared a document called “Seized Drugs Commonly Identified by Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratories,” 
and explained various aspects about the document.  She expects to retrieve a complete report in the near future.   

 Alcohol - EPI - Sarah says waiting on CDC grant results to hire for the position.  The CDC Grant on Enhanced Morbidity 
and Mortality Surveillance and is due next week.  The mortality strategy is being worked on by the Registry section. This 
grant is due next week.  Will talk to Su Min about a dissemination strategy. MSP - Dianne attended underage drinking 
enforcement training, which occur once or twice a year.  She was impressed that officers we very interested in NARCAN 
treatment.  
 

Ed Syndromic Substance Abuse Surveillance – Fatema Mamou 
Fatema gave her title and background. Next she presented a PowerPoint of which members also were given a handout of the 
PowerPoint called Syndromic Surveillance for Drug-Related ED Visits.  Fatema explained by saying that Syndromic 
Surveillance detects infectious disease before outbreaks occur.  Bioterror is detected through hospital emergency 
departments. Data is received in real-time, and limited on demographics.   She went on to explain the theory association, as 
well as other information, such as accuracy of the information, lack of coverage, among others.  Eventually all hospitals will 
be required to be on this system.  Fatema also described New York’s Syndromic Surveillance System and its sophistication; 
such as automatically analyzing data, whereas Michigan has to manually conduct an analysis.  She also explained 
Michigan’s percentage of statewide alerts, as well as season alerts, with Summer and Fall having the highest. Sara wanted 
everyone’s reaction about this system. Joe commented about his concern on how quickly a response can work through this 
system for injected drug users.  Larry commented that it would definitely be useful from an infectious and communicable 
disease standpoint and inform the PIHPs in their strategic planning processes.  Fatema says this systems is mainly for 
surveillance of trends.  
 

CDR Updates – Brooke Dudek 
 Uploaded 45 new MiPHY questions and they are all working and ready to go.  Up-to date through 2014 and 2016 will be 

released in a couple of days.  Nick is still working on the opioid and heroin overdose. 
 
Partner Updates – All 
. Thank You - Su Min thanks Joe Tran and Dianne for the quality update, so shared with everyone in this group.  Per Joel, if 

we want to add to the agenda, feel free to add it. 
 SEOW Members – Su Min announced that Rachel Kollin is leaving and Rachel told everyone that she is going to a new job 

at Wayne State University. 
 
Next Steps/Action Items: 
 Syringe Service Programs Updates - Joe 
 PBT and Saliva Test Pilot  – Dianne 
 
Other Items: N/A 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:50pm 
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