Bandt, Alissa (MDOT)

From: Ayers, Geralyn (MDQOT)

Sent: Thursday, May 05, 2016 3:07 PM

To: Bandt, Alissa (MDOT)

Subject: FW: Downtown Kalamazoo PEL Study

if you can add this email to that file too that would be great.

Geralyn A, Ayers

Supervisor, Environmental Analysis Unit
Environmental Services Section

P. G. Box 30050

Lansing, MI 48909

Phone (517)373-2227

From: Matt Lechel | o

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2016 6:52 PM

To: Ayers, Geralyn {MDOT) <AYERSG@michigan.gov>
Subject: Downtown Kalamazoo PEL Study

Hello Geralyn,

1 am writing to submit my comment for the "Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage
Study". Public Meeting #1, April 20th, 2016. Please confirm my comment was received and noted. Let me
know if you need further information or clarity.

Name: Matt Lechel

Email: )

Address: 824 Lucas . (home address)
City: Kalamazoo

State: MI

Zip Code: 49007

AL I R S S BN, T

Tell us what you think:

I work for the Vine Neighborhood Association part-time doing neighborhood development and property
management. We own 814 S Westnedge and 913 S Westnedge, just south and adjacent of the PEL study area.
We operate 11 apartment units on the Westnedge corridor and 10+ (we're growing) retail spaces. We also act as
an advocate for the residents and businesses of the Vine Neighborhood, which is partially a historic district and
sits directly adjunct to (and perhaps even partially in depending how far south it goes) the PEL study area. We
urge MDOT to create safe routes for all users. Currently we have car dominated MDOT roads. We need safe
routes for families to travel by bike, walking, and public transport. Create protected bike lanes. Incentive
walking by making it easy, safe, and beautiful to walk. We want auto traffic moving slowly through our
neighborhood (yes on westnedge and park too) so it is safe for families to use the streets for other things besides
driving. We want o be a walkable, bikeable neighborhood. Our neighborhood sits close enough to downtown
kalamazoo to walk. that is a major amenity to residents if they can walk or bike to downtown kalamazoo with
out a car. many families currently report they are unable to travel safely on bike, or even walking, because
routes to and from downtown kalamazoo are dominated by car tratfic. Westnedge and Park are commonly cited
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as streets to never let young kids cross alone, because traffic is so intense. we think a neighborhood where every
kid can cross every street safely is important and we urge you to make these investments a priority. Kids who
don't take auto's to school are more relaxed and perform better on tests (really). All families deserve a choice in
transportation. Currently MDOT roads don't give families ANY choice except automobiles. MDOT's roads are
not safe for kids to travel to school on in anything except an auto.

our neighborhood has a small but growing business district which sits on Westnedge ave. We want people to be
able to travel to the businesses by walking and biking, as well as car. Right now it feels like infrastructure is
98% car, 2% public transport, 0% bike, 0% walk. How about 50% car, 25% public transport, 12.5% walking,
12.5% biking? Maybe even higher percentages of bike/walk at first to make up for decades of overinvestment in
auto routes. We want families in our neighborhood to be able to walk to the grocery store, walk to school, walk
to work. Right now MDOT's roads make it very unsafe to travel by bike or car in our neighborhood. Please
MDOT stop building roads which only serve one user: cars. Let's slow down traffic through the neighborhood,
add protected bike lanes on westnedge and park, and create walkable streets that people WANT to walk on and
feel SAFE walking on.

The other day we were out observing the new piano crosswalks at Westnedge and Vine. These are cool (and
happened in the PEL study area also, of which we know MDOT was involved). These are the type of small
risks, low hanging ftuit, that we need more of. While out observing the crosswalks, we couldn't help but notice
a major accident further north on westnedge. a car had smashed into a city bus, then drove through the sidewalk
at westnedge and walnut and crashed into a building. Our own building, 814 S Westnedge, has been crashed
into by a speeding auto in the past 36 months. These streets seem to encourage speeding cars. If anyone had
been on the usually busy sidewalk at walnut and westnedge they would have been hurt or killed by the auto.

I also work part-time for Kalamazoo Collective Housing. We are an affordable housing cooperative who
operates 6 properties all in the Vine Neighborhood, just south (about 4 blocks) of the PEL study area. We
currently serve 23 members at a time, a significant # of whom work in downtown Kalamazoo in the PEL study
area. We also have our office in downtown Kalamazoo in the PEL study area, at 315 W Michigan Ave. We
would add our support to the Vine Neighborhood's coniments as we are some of the 'families’ cited in their
input. Most of our houses are currently clustered on S Rose, just south of the PEL study area by about 4 blocks.
A few (at least 4) of our members do not own a car and commute by bike, walking, or public transport to PEL
study area (or through it) for employment. We need safe routes for biking and walking into and through
downtown Kalamazoo. They currently do not exist. This makes it very hard to survive without a car. We serve
low-income community members as part of our mission. A car costs, on average $10k per year give or take.
Families who have the option to travel by bike, walk or public transport can build equity by saving thousands of
dollars a year in automobile costs. This is a question of basic fairness. Please MDOT stop building roads which
only serve one user: cars. Let's slow down traffic through the neighborhood, add protected bike lanes on
westnedge and park, and create walkable streets that people WANT to walk on and feel SAFE walking on.

I also would like to comment as a citizen, I personally reside on 824 Lucas Ct, in the Stuart Neighborhood in
Kalamazoo. I bought my house a few months ago because of it's proximity to downtown Kalamazoo, where |
work and play. One of my jobs is in the PEL Study area, another I have to travel through the PEL study area to
get to. My house is about 150 yards from the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail. The proximity to this trail is one
reason i bought the house. I use the KRVT to travel to work. One problem is it dead-ends on one side of
downtown kalamazoo, instead of traveling through it. The trail dead ends at an MDOT road. i like the KRVT
because it is totally non motorized! I can walk ot bike on the KRVT and feel safe. Once the KRVT dead ends 1
am forced to enter Westnedge Ave where it immediately because DANGEROUS to ride a bike. It is clear from
riding my bike through the PEL study area on a daily basis that MDOT roads are EXTREMELY
dangerous for bike riders. No wonder more people don't ride their bikes on MDOT roads, as it is unsafe to do
so currently. Does MDOT have the capacity to build safe routes for bike riders? I think that's a fair question to
ask given the results from history.




Sometimes I walk from my house to downtown Kalamazoo where I work 4 days a week. I also like to walk to
downtown Kalamazoo in the evenings and on weekends because of the cultural amenities. I bought my house
and invested in kalamazoo because i wanted to be close to downtown. the walk to downtown from the stuart
neighborhood is relatively safe. By that [ mean there are sidewalks the whole way. The walk on the KRVT is
very pleasant and safe as there is a clear break from any auto traffic. Once you get to Michigan ave, or
Kalamazoo ave, although there are sidewalks and i consider it relatively 'safe’ from auto traffic, it is also quite
unpleasant. You face sometimes as many as 6 lanes of 1 way traffic that are RAGING (going fast, includes
many semi's). For some entire blocks, there is not a single tree. The sidewalk is right up on the road, and the
road contains sometimes 8 lanes of cars, While I do consider it 'safe’, I understand why more people don't walk.
It's not that pleasant. If walkers were given the same (or more) priority than drivers, [ think we would open a
whole new paradigm for walking routes people actually used and feel safe on. Right now, it feels like MDOT
considers walkers at the very end, after the speeding cars have been given all the resources and planning. It feels
like the sidewalk was an afterthought, thrown onto the 6 lane (plus two parking lanes) raging highway through
downtown kalamazoo. people don't feel safe walking on MDOT roads. Does MDOT have the capacity to create
safe walking routes given it's history of car dominated planning? If history is a guide, | feel strongly the answer
is no. MDOT roads in the PEL study area do not promote walking.

It would be helpful for me, if MDOT is authentic about doing things differently, to hear them admit that they
haven't build roads that are safe for bikes and walkers. We've been coming to MDOT and city of Kzoo "input
sessions' for decades. Given the results from history, we would have to be delusional expect anything different
than car dominated planning from MDOT. Another input session, another placation of the public, another
committee. 'The results (roads) speak for themselves.

It would be be helpful if MDOT grabbed some of the low hanging fruit. one low hanging fruit would be to say
publicly 'we want to create routes that are safe for all users, not just autos'. Learn why safe streets for all users is
great for communities *and car drivers* and then become leaders in the nation for building safe routes for all
uSers.

The city of Kalamazoo (who i hold equally responsible for the lack of safe streets for all users) is building a
section of KRVT through downtown this summer (supposedly). People are already STREAMING over
Kalamazoo ave at Water Street to get to the breweries, and #1 coffee shop in the state, and the coop, and the
bakery. We need a safe crossing at water street and kalamazoo ave. We need it because people are already
crossing there in droves. A water street KRVT connection was ultimately nixed by MDOT (just recently) to
happen this summer because of "train track proximity, needs to be delayed at least a year to put a crossing there,
blah blah blah.' What a great opportunity for MDOT to step outside of the box and tell the community 'this is
going to be really hard for us, but we are going to find a way to get you what you need'. Instead another
oppertunity where MDOT holds our community back from achieving our values. I understand MDOT has
standards. Standards can't trump reality though. People are already crossing in droves. In real life, notin a
standard book. You can't stop them. allow the KRVT and the city to create a safe crossing there! it's low

hanging fruit.

Also the one ways through the Stuart neighborhood are out of control. we need a traffic circle at Douglas ave
and Michigan/w main, It sure would be nice to not have raging highways running through my neighborhood.
slow down traffic, allow semi's who don't need to rage through my neighborhood to use a new 131 inter-change
to the north (that should be part of this). build bike lanes on kalamazoo ave and michigan ave. real, protected
bike lanes. support the KRVT and everything they are doing. i think MDOT has done a good job working with
the KRVT overall but I think they could do much more. double down. Help them get the downtown connection
done this year and done right. Take some more risks. stop pretending you aren't making huge mistakes all the
time. cars are crashing and hurting and killing people constantly. you are the primary reason we have a lack of
safe routes for walkers and bikers in Kalamazoo, ML




To be honest I don't trust MDOT to follow through on any significant improvements to walking and biking.
That's based on history. MDOT has built a foundation of car dominated roads. It feels like you are going to need
a rebuilt foundation to change your ways. Maybe I'm wrong though. I know my comments are very passionate. 1
hope you consider I critique because I care. MDOT roads actually play a HUGE role in my quality of life. I'd
like to see my quality of life improved and equity increased by MDOT creating streets that are safe for all users,
not just automobiles.

Thanks for reading.
matt




Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Meeting #1 April 20, 2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important,

_ #%% PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY***
Name: /{ LA {z‘ms‘m E-mail: « ’ ,
7 ———
Addresss 3G 22 Lediickoy ,;D)rm‘/z:
City: A fedwsy 2o State: £77- Zip code: FHR

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in at the public
meeting. Is you wish, you make mail, fax or ¢-mail them (see below).
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Please return this form before you leave or mail, e-maii or fax to:
Geralyn Ayers
MDOT/ Bureau of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.0. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48509
Fax: 517-335-5696
ayersg@michigan.gov




Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Meeting #1 April 20, 2016

COMMENT FORM
GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important.
##% PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY*#* :
Name: @ﬁﬂ‘f ,r\f‘fﬂ/)/l e ”& E-mail: . i r : N
Address: }‘ L l L A&ab‘ W °
City: KD\\Q‘A/V\G\ZD Q ' State: '[/]/\ \ Zip code: LM 004

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in at the public
meeting. Is you wish, you make ma11 fax or e-mail them (see below).
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Please return this form before you leave or mail, e-mail or fax to:
Geralyn Ayers
MDOT/ Burean of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.O. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 43909
Fax: 517-335-5696
ayersg@michigan:gov




Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Mecting #1 April 20,2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments ar¢ important.
%4 PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY***
Name: A@M\ \Ud)’ﬁq o PAS E-mail: ' o
Address: b Gaxlawd  Cicly ; .J\xﬁf =
City: K»ZD’D State: ML Zip code; 4300&
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in.at the public
meeting, Is you wish, you make mail, fax or e-mail them (see below).
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Please return this form before you leave or mail, e-mail or fax to:
Geralyn Ayers
MDOT/ Bureau of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.0. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48509
Fax: 517-335-5696
ayersg@michigan.gov




Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Meeting #1 April 20, 2016

COMMENT FORM
GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important.
**% PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY*#* :
Name; Bruce Mar 19 E-maill S . -
Address: 4 2¢o [Su vy reds _ T
City: Kalapmk 2r0 State; /T 1 Zipcode: ¥ F oL é
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in at the public
meeting. Is you wish, you make mail, fax or e-mail them (see below).
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Geralyn Ayers

MDOT/ Burean of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.0. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48509
Fax: 517-335-5696
ayersg@michigan.gov
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Public Meeting #1 April 20,2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important.
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Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in at the public
meeting, Is you wish, you make mail, fax or e-mail them (see below).
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Please return this form before you leave or matl, e-mail or fax to:
Geralyn Ayers
MDQT/ Bureau of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.0. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48909
Fax: 517-335-5696
ayersg@michigan.gov




Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Meeting #1  April 20,2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important.
% P| EASE PRINT CLEARLY***
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Address: ?CFQ“ N ’{)\F_EOV\ C(S
City: k C}\} ¢ State: )% ) Zip code: %7 0@ (

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Turn you comment for in at the public
meeting. %you ish, you make mail, fax or e mz}xl them {see below).
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Downtown Kalamazoo Planning and Environmental Linkage Study

Public Meeting #1 April 20, 2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important.
##% PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY***
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Please return this form before you leave or mail, e-mail or fax to;
Geralyn Ayers
MDOT/ Bureau of Development
Environmental Services Section
P.O. Box 30050
Lansing, M1 48909
Fax: 517-335-56%6
ayersg@michigan.gov
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Public Meeting #1 April 20, 2016
COMMENT FORM

GET INVOLVED! Your comments are important. _
k% PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY***

Name: {w\ 4 #/ "%h?! | fai et Eemail: _W_L _
Address: b L\;L 1/\/‘ W o / # 4»‘7{”

City; Kd (ﬁf“" A State: U\ L Zip code: 70 ‘/)7
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK.

Please use the space below and additional pages if necessary. Tumn you comment for in at the public
meeting. Is you wish, you make mail, fax or e-mail them (see below). ?[
S

Comve T bact b D lrar SHret

. i ) 7 )
&ﬁfé{Cr & é:ahéggy vn W‘q/(é(g) Womj’fué/éfrf.

/Hﬂ/ﬂ/f f ‘?f“sxffi West AM%G- W Méfft"l. 7&:’07‘1

\‘.";/«'Jfgw L

Please retum this form before you leave or madil, e-mail or fax to:
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MDOT/ Bureau of Development
Environimental Services Section
P.0. Box 30050
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