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NEW AMTRAK PERE MARQUETTE TRAIN SCHEDULE 
More time in Chicago, more jobs for Michigan, starting next month 

 
CHICAGO – A new schedule for the Amtrak Pere Marquette will make it more 

convenient for passengers to attend sports, music and theatre events in Chicago and result in 

eight to 10 jobs being based in Grand Rapids, Mich.,effective May 4. The new schedule 

(attached) also improves connections with other Amtrak trains. 

The current schedule allows a six-hour day in Chicago and was crafted for Chicago-based 

crew cycles. Last year’s opening of the Vernon J. Ehlers Station allowed for the creation of a 

crew base in downtown Grand Rapids and a nine-hour day for passengers to work or play in 

Chicago.  

Amtrak employed 237 Michigan residents last year, with total wages of $19.5 million. 

Goods and services purchased in Michigan by Amtrak totaled $17.3 million in 2014.   

All Amtrak service in Michigan is operated under a contract with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation (MDOT). 
About Amtrak® 
Amtrak is America’s Railroad®, the nation’s intercity passenger rail service and its high-speed rail operator. Amtrak 
and its state and commuter partners move people, the economy and the nation forward. Formally known as the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation, Amtrak is governed by a nine member board of directors appointed by the 
President of the United States and confirmed by the U.S. Senate. Anthony R. Coscia is board chairman and Jeffrey 
R. Moreland is vice chairman. In FY 2014, nearly 31 million passengers traveled on Amtrak on more than 300 daily 
trains – at speeds up to 150 mph (241 kph) – that connect 46 states, the District of Columbia and three Canadian 
Provinces. Enjoy the journey® at Amtrak.com or call 800-USA-RAIL for schedules, fares and more information 
Like us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter (@Amtrak) and check out our blog at blog.amtrak.com. 
 
About MDOT 
The mission of the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is to provide the highest quality integrated 
transportation services for economic benefit and improved quality of life. MDOT has direct jurisdiction over 
Michigan’s nearly 10,000-mile state highway system, comprised of all Interstate, state, and U.S. routes. The state 
also owns 4,704 highway, railroad and pedestrian bridges, 655 miles of railroad track (which is managed by private 
operators including Amtrak), 103 miles of non-motorized trails and four airports. For more information, visit 
www.michigan.gov/mdot.                      
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