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Questions/Answers #1:  April 15, 2011 
All questions below are presented as submitted to MDOT Research 

 
 
1. Is it acceptable to use (and receive credit toward DBE utilization) a DBE company that is 

not certified with MDOT by the proposal submittal deadline if the company becomes 
MDOT-certified prior to contract NTP? 

A. The quote below (in italics) is from the current DBE Procedures.  The second 
paragraph indicates DBE goal attainment is not a consideration for selection.  A 
large number of firms that indicate to a prime that they "will" be certified as a 
DBE, do not meet the Michigan requirements.  The belief that a company was 
"going to be" a DBE does not meet the regulatory definition of a good faith effort.  
The prime must either present a certified DBE prior to award, or show they 
attempted to solicit all DBE's in the available work areas and were unsuccessful.  
The prime must document those efforts to solicit DBEs in detail.  The efforts 
should be undertaken prior to submission of the proposal. 

  
"The Names of DBEs and a description of work to be performed by each one to 
meet DBE participation contract goals shall be submitted in the prime 
consultant’s proposal, and specified on the Request for Proposal cover sheet 
form 5100D. 

 
 Proposals will be scored in accordance with the Vendor Guidelines. Any potential 

DBE modification or waiver action will not be taken into consideration during the 
scoring process. After a consultant has been selected, and has negotiated the 
cost of the contract with MDOT, it must complete the Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise (DBE) Participation form 0182 and submit it to the contact person 
identified in the RFP. After scoring, selection approval and final negotiations, if 
the most qualified vendor/consultant does not meet the DBE participation goal, 
the firm must apply for a GFE modification or waiver. An application for 
consideration of modification or waiver of the DBE goal must be submitted using 
the Vendor Good Faith Effort Application, MDOT Form 0180, available at 
http://mdotwas1.mdot.state.mi.us/public/webforms/index.cfm. The firm will be 
deemed ineligible for award of the contract unless the firm either meets the goal 
or receives an approved GFE modification or waiver from MDOT." 
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