
 

Continue Research Program Funding 
 

What’s Best for Michigan 
 
Continue funding for university and industry research at the project or need-specific level.   

Investment in research programs is necessary to develop, disseminate, and implement good 
practices that will enhance service delivery, promote “best practices” through technical 
standards, and increase the operational efficiency of transportation systems. 

Why 
 
Blanket funding to research centers does not guarantee that MDOT’s applied research goals 
will be met. Making funds available on a project or need-specific basis, rather than a blanket 
allocation to the research center, allows MDOT the flexibility to ensure that funds are used 
effectively on research projects that will be of lasting value.  

MDOT manages its federal research funds in a highly effective manner. Most states have 
one full-time project manager for every $1 million; the department’s research program 
handles $8 million, with four dedicated managers for the SPR II (State Planning & Research) 
funds. The department is able to integrate research funds into the existing management 
structure, therefore making the most of our available funds. 

Michigan has several renowned research universities that can offer cost-effective and quality 
research that will continue to advance transportation research and best practices.  


