
US-23 IMPROVEMENTS: 
BACKGROUND AND STATUS 

Public Meeting 
Northfield Township Hall 
August 14, 2014 



Purpose of this Meeting 

• Background and Status Update on US-23 
Improvements 
– Hold questions for Station Representatives 

 
• Solicit Public Comments 

– Comment Forms 
– Write Directly on the Table Maps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Attended Stations:
  - Preliminary Traffic on Alternatives
  - ATM/ITS
  - Bridge Replacements
  - Environmental/EA
  



Feasibility Study 

http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9621_11058-226949--,00.html  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Completed in 2009
Looked at the US-23 corridor from the west US-23/M-14 interchange to I-96
Found in the MDOT website in the right sidebar under Projects and Programs; under Studies

http://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9621_11058-226949--,00.html


Feasibility Study 
Alternatives studied: 

– No-Build/Baseline 
– Local System/Operational 

Improvements 
– Transit Service Options 
– Bus Bypass Shoulders 
– Additional General Purpose 

Lanes 
– Additional High Occupancy 

Vehicle (HOV) 
– Additional High Occupancy Toll 

(HOT) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Identified present and future land use and transportation alternatives



Feasibility Study 
Recommendations 

• Further Action or Study 
– Local agency led transit study 
– Tolling as partial answer to funding 
– Corridor communities consider adopting transit oriented 

development (TOD) land use policies 

• Specific Recommendations 
 – Near-Term 

• ITS Technologies 
• Expand Courtesy Patrol 

– Mid-term 
• Bridge work 
• Operational Improvements 

– Long-Term 
• General purpose lane/HOV/HOT 

during environmental studies 



Howell to Ann Arbor 
Proposed Commuter Rail 
 Separate Funding Sources 
 
 AAATA acting as Lead Agency 

 
 MDOT ful ly supports Local Init iatives 

 
 Development continues with or without 

work on US-23 
 
 Phase II  Feasibi l i ty Study (2014) 

 
 Estimated $4.5M-$40M Capital  Star t -up 

 
 Estimated $1.5M-$7M Annual Operating 

 
 

 

CONCURRENT WALLY DEVELOPMENT 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Independent study
Three legged stool:
    The ATM, AAATA Transit and the WALLY line as the long range goal to relieve congestion on the corridor

US-23 ATM and WALLY - MDOT Region and AAATA staff to promote both concepts as complementary. 
Neither project is likely to alleviate congestion entirely, but each concept would help the other become more effective, and there are a variety of optional implementation strategies that could prove beneficial. 

The estimated costs may change as the result of a detailed feasibility study which starts in 2014.
2 Options: Full Line (Howell to Ann Arbor) and Shorter “Demo”/Start-up Shuttle (Whitmore Lake to northern Ann Arbor)

We are enthusiastic about being part of the solution, in whatever form best serves the public! 




December Meeting 

Active Traffic Management and ITS Projects 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
US-23/M-14 from I-96 to I-94
Environmental Classification Determination
Review of Corridor Traffic Management Strategies
US-23/M-14/I-94 to M-36 Focus
Introduction of ATM
Hard Running Shoulders (HRS) or Dynamic Shoulder Use
ITS
Crash Investigation Sites
Solicit Public Comment




December Meeting 
ACTIVE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT (ATM) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Briefly describe operation
  In lieu of general purpose lane
  Shoulder open to alleviate directional peak hour congestion, then closed during off-peak periods



Project Study Status 
• Toll Investigation 

– Traffic volume is not sufficient to provide adequate funding for 
the roadway or tolling infrastructure 

– Politically difficult in Michigan 

• Ongoing Michigan State Police (MSP) 
Coordination 

• Identification of Revised Project Limits 
– CPM on M-14 and M-14 bridge work as a separate project 

• NEPA Classification of US-23/M-14 to Silver 
Lake Road as an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Michigan Vehicle Code

Shoulder - “ not designed for vehicular travel but maintained for the temporary accommodation of disabled or stopped vehicles otherwise permitted on the roadway”



Environmental Assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
   The purpose of the EA is to study alternatives to address the present substandard infrastructure and operational needs of the US-23 corridor.
All within ROW except minor ROW at N. Territorial Road
Includes identification of crash investigation sites (CIS)




Preliminary EA Alternatives  
• No Build 
• No Build with Traffic System Management 

(TSM) 
• Active Traffic Management (ATM) 
• ATM – High Occupancy 
   Vehicles (HOV) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Still in the scoping process to identify the alternatives to include in the EA
“TSM” relates to the ramp extensions and minor operational improvements at intersection terminals such as timing changes or storage lanes that do not require ROW.



Next Steps 
• Completion of the Environmental 

Assessment (EA) Early Fall 2014 

• Distribution of EA for Public and Agency 
Comment Fall 2014 

• Public Hearing November 2014 

• Inclusion of the Project in the 
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 
November 2014 

• FHWA Finding of No Significance Impacts 
(FONSI) Early 2015 

 



THANK YOU! 

• Ask Questions MDOT Representatives 
 
• Please Fill Out the Comment Forms, or 
 
• Write Comments Directly on the Table 

Maps 
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