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PIERSON CONTRACTING COMPANY 
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 

WILMER PIERSON, PRIIDIDIINT 

WILMER G, PIEROON, YIC&•PRQ.&, 
.JOHN 8. PIERSON, SUC'Y·TRIIA8. 

Mr. C. C. Rhodes 
Room 3, Olds Hall 
Michigan State College 
East Lansing, Michigan 

AprU 26, l94S 

609 EDDY BLDG. 

PHONE 3~8981 

Dear Sir: 
Re: State proj F 67-39 C3 

Reed City 

With regard to the carload of contaminated cement used on 
subject project last July 12, we are quoting below from an 
internal memonndum of the Huron Portland Cement Company: 

To: Mr. C. L. Laude (Gen Salus Mer) 

From: Mr. L. c. Hamilton (Traffic mgr) 

" Detroit, Michigan 
July 15, 1947 

With further reference to my memorandum of July 14, 1947 regarding 
hopper car PM 20133 which is in service between Muskegon and Reed 
City for the Pierson Contracting Company 1md found to be contaminated 
Vlith some foreign chemical, you ore informed that we have been 
advised by the Pere Marquette Railroad that prior to cement loading 
this cur wus in the Sement:..Sulvay service 1md contained soda ash." 

We trust that this information will prove helpful to y(ju. 

Very truly yours 1 

Company 

Figm:o l 
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TABLE 1 

SUMMARY OF LABORATORY TESTS OF PAVEMENT CORES 

Bulk Camp. Durability in Freeze-Thaw Test Wt.. Lose 
Station Core Core Average Sp. Str. Entrained at C~cle Indicated (5) 50 cycles, 

No·o Section Thickness Gr. EBi(l) Air(2) 10 20 50 40 50 e:er cent 

90+2.5 L 69 Top 1.97 2.18 1 1 1 2 2 0.7 
Bottom 1.52 2.42 0 2 2 5 5 11.5 
Middle 5640 5.2 

90+15 R 70 Top 1.47 2.56 0 1 l 2 2 4.1 
Bottom 1.67 2.42 0 0 0 1 1 1.9 
Middle 4100 4.5 

90+05 L 71 Top 1.91 2.55 0 1 1 2 2 0.5 
Bottom 1.56 2.41 0 0 0 1 1 1.4 
Middle 4005 5.1 

89+95 R 72 Top 1.59 2.56 0 2 2 5 5 2.8 
Bottom 1.98 2.56 Q 0 1 1 1 1.2 
Middle 4250 

89+45 L 75 Top 1.81 2.45 0 l 2 5 3 8.5 
Bottom 2.46 2.42 0 0 1 1 l 1.1 
Middle 5540 

88+45 R 74 Top 1.76 2.46 l l 1 3 5 4.5 
Bottom 2.51 2.41 2 2 2 5 5 3.6 
Middle 2985 

87+45 L 75 Top 1.90 2.40 0 0 0 1 l 0.4 
aottom 1.85 2.42 0 1 1 1 1 0.4 
Middle 4515 

86+45 R 76 Top 1. 75 2.58 0 0 0 1 1 0.6 
Bottom 1.92 2.40 0 0 0 0 1 1.6 
Middle 4120 

85+43 L 77 Top 1.90 2.58 0 0 0 1 1 0.1 
Bottom 1.96 2.41 0 0 0 0 0 1.5 
Middle 5840 

(4) 146 Top 1.90 2.59 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 
Bottom 1.69 2.47 0 0 0 1 1 0.6 
Middle 4825 

(4) 147 Top 1.66 2.45 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 
Bottom 1.59 2.42 0 0 0 0 0 0.5 
Middle 4490 2.6 

(1) Compressive strength of cores corrected to conform to a cylinder whose height is twice its diameter. 
(2) Camera Lucida method. 
(5) Symbols denote: 0, no appreciable attack; 1, very slight attack; 2, moderate attack; 5, heavy attack. 
(4) Adjacent to but outside of affected area. 
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