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Thwrsday, July 20, 1961, an informsl meeting wes held at
the U,S, Gypsum Company of Grend Rapids for the purpoee
of determining the location and condition of existing

mine shafts that mey fall within the limits of Gur pro-

posed roadway.
Those in attendance were:

Charles Yourig  Mine Engineer, U.S. Gypmm Co.
» W. E. Groomer Squad Leader o -
0. KEalwbach Ase't Squad Leader . ¢

It was determined that the entire mine field lies South
of Fulton Street and West of the South See. Line of Sec 27
which our plans show as the Grand Rapids Oity Limits, Our
affected roadway would be betwsen Sta 442 and 463. It wvas
further determined that this mined area is Inactive and
has experienced cave~ins but none of receat yeara,

While all mining operations are presently North of Butter-
worth Ave, years ago there had been some activity to the
South which may have extended beyond the river. There are
no records of this operation and informstion is vague, Mr.
.Young is to check further on this.

The problea of cave-ins wes discussed and it appears that
while the area of concern is quite stable, future cave-ins
would not be impossible. It was pointed out that due %o
the depth of the mines it sometimes takes years for the
results of a cave-in to reach the surface.

Mr, Young 1s to supply us with a print of his mp, showing
mine locations,

It was brought out at this meeting that a dust problem
would in all probability be encountered by motorist upon
completion of the roadwey unless preventive msasures were
taken on part of U.8. Gypsum Co, The dust which is creatsd
thru ths msrufacturing process i{s intenss enough at times
to create hsgordous driving due to reduced visibility,
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Dear Mr. Knecht: i
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As you know, Departégat emalcveeé”g§§ﬁﬁb§5ffgti.m pith |
us for purchase of lands for a freeway. (Incidentally,
the initial offer is absurdly low by all standards).

Much of the land is over old areas mined by us many
years ago, We consider it hazardous for highway use
because of the danger of sudden subsidence. Department
engineers have seemed unimpressed by our warnings. Of
course, through instruments of conveyance Or otherwlae,
our Company must have indemnity against damages for
injury to person and property of others,

Also, as to some of the lands, we have nd yet mined

the second level. We shall insist upon reserving these
mineral rights. Modern mining methods permit this with-
out danger. We frequently mine under ad jacent highways
and uniformly reserve such rights, This reservation

will beneflit the State; otherwise, the surface value would
be enhanced by the value to us as a gypsum producer of the
sub-surface ore. We anticipate no problem 1in the matter
of gypsum rights reservations.

We hope the Department appraisers will soon become real-
istic so that negotiations may be resumed,

This letter 1s being directed to you because of our past
pleasant phone conversations. An extra copy 1s enclosed
for your convenlence.

Cordially, RECE\V ED
GRAND RAPIDS GYPSUM COMPANY
| 9 1962
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Donald G. Slawson, C:L;ﬁxvoeﬂ-
Executive Vice Presiderffif, naeics mie
DS gd Treasurer |
P.53: Thought you might use an exira clipping.
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March 8, 1962.

G. J. McCarthy,
Chief of Design

0. L. Stokstad,
Design Development Engineer

Grand Rapids Gypsum Company
ACC - 41029 D - 49

A conference with the Grand Rapids Gypsum Company was held in Grand
Rapids on Wednesday, March 7, 1962, Mr. George Fisher and two assistants
represented the Gypsum Company. The Highway Department was represented by
Messrs. Clark, Koster, Rock, Allemeier, and Stokstad. ©Purpose of the
meeting was to obtain 1nformat10n concerning mining operations and thelr
influence on proposed expressway design and construction in the area.

The Gypsum Company provided a map of their property, showing express-
way location and where this location rests over areas which have been
mined out. Also, marked on the map are floor elevations of the old mine.
Generally there is from 30 to 40 feet of rock still in place over the
mine openings shown. Additional resistivity information is being requested
to obtain definite information concerning the surface elevation of the rock.

Generally the thickness of the gypsum deposit removed varies
from 7 or 8 feet in the more recent operation to the south and 12 feet in
the older operations to the north.

Portions of the pillars were removed in the older north portion, with
the result that partial collapse has occurred, causing surface settlements
which can be observed.

Mr. Fisher was informed that the Grand Rapids Gypsum Company would
not be expected to be responsible for damages which might be caused by or
could be traced to collapse of rock formations in present mined-out areas.

0. L. Stokstad,
Design Development Engineer

OLS:VS

cc: J E Mayor
H J Koster
Karl Rock
A E Matthews
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