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This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) documents the social, economic, and
environmental consequences and mitigation measures for improving the United States
Inspection Plaza at the Blue Water Bridge located in St. Clair County, Michigan. This project is
commonly referred to as the Blue Water Bridge Plaza Study. The No-Build and Recommended




Alternative are evaluated in this document. This FEIS presents the Recommended Alternative
for the Study Area that includes expanding the existing plaza in its current location and
improvements to the I-94/I-69 corridor. The Recommended Alternative was evaluated in detail
and will accommodate projected year 2030 plaza traffic growth; provide space for future plaza
facility additions and new inspection technologies; reduce traffic backups on 1-94/1-69, the Blue
Water Bridge, and Highway 402 in Canada; improve safety on the Blue Water Bridge; and
minimize impacts of plaza traffic on local roads. Important issues and concerns related to the
effects of the Recommended Alternative on the natural, human, and built environment include
neighborhood and community cohesion, visual character, noise, air quality, and land use
patterns. This FEIS fulfills the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

guidelines, and requirements of the Council on Environmental Quality, and the Federal
Highway Administration.



PREFACE

This Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) has been prepared in compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) federal regulations on procedures for preparing
environmental documents, Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Act,
and Michigan and federal environmental laws and regulations.

NEPA, enacted in 1969, requires that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be prepared for
all major actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment. The EIS must
address the environmental effects of alternatives for the proposed federal action it describes.
Such actions include federal projects, state and local programs funded by federal assistance, and
private development authorized by federal permits.

Part 771 of 23 Code of Federal Regulations (Highways) states that alternative courses of action
must be evaluated and decisions should be made in the best overall public interest. The
decisions should be based upon a balanced consideration of the need for safe and efficient
transportation, social, economic, and environmental impacts of the proposed transportation
improvement, and national, state, and local environmental protection goals. In addition, the
alternatives should connect logical termini and be of sufficient length to address environmental
matters on a broad scope. Technical Advisory T 6640.8A of the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) states that all reasonable alternatives under consideration must be
developed to a comparable level of detail so that their comparative merits may be evaluated.
The Blue Water Bridge Plaza Study FEIS complies with these requirements.

In addition, in keeping with FHWA regulations and guidelines, an extensive public
involvement program was developed and implemented for this project. Early coordination and
scoping activities have informed the public and appropriate agencies about the proposed Blue
Water Bridge Plaza Study. The public involvement program continues and affords the public
and agencies opportunities for further review and comment.

A federal agency may publish a notice in the Federal Register, pursuant to 23 USC §139(1),
indicating that one or more Federal agencies have taken final action on permits, licenses, or
approvals for a transportation project. If such notice is published, claims seeking judicial
review of those Federal agency actions will be barred unless such claims are filed within 180
days after the date of publication of the notice, or within such shorter time period as is specified
in the Federal laws pursuant to which judicial review of the Federal agency action is allowed. If
no notice is published, then the periods of time that otherwise are provided by the Federal laws
governing such claims will apply.



NOTICE TO READER

The Final EIS was prepared as a Condensed Final EIS. This approach avoids repetition
of material from the Draft EIS by incorporating, by reference, the Draft EIS. This
approach briefly references and summarizes information from the Draft EIS, that has not
changed, and focuses the Final EIS discussion on changes in the project’s setting,
impacts, technical analysis, and mitigation measures that have occurred since the Draft
EIS was circulated. Additionally, the condensed Final EIS identifies the Recommended
Alternative, explains the basis for its selection, describes coordination efforts, includes
agency and public comments, provides responses to these comments, and presents any
findings or determinations required by laws or regulation.

This format provides the reader with a much shorter document than under the
traditional approach; while still providing the reader a complete overview of the project
and its impacts on the human environment. The Condensed Final EIS is supported by
The Federal Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for implementing the
National Environmental Policy Act (40 CFR 1500-1508) which places heavy emphasis on
reducing paperwork, avoiding unnecessary work, and producing documents that are
useful to decision-makers and the public.

An additional copy of the Draft EIS is not being provided to those parties that received a
copy of the Draft EIS when it was circulated in August 2007. Copies of the Draft EIS are
available for review at facilities listed in this document or by special request to MDOT’s
Public Hearing Officer, Mr. Bob Parsons at (517) 373-9534.



FORMAT OF THIS FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Reader Friendly Format

The Blue Water Bridge Plaza Study Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) was created in
a reader friendly format. This format differs significantly from the traditional EIS format and is
based partly on the Reader-Friendly Document Tool Kit published by Washington State
Department of Transportation.

The reader friendly format attempts to meet the needs of professionals, decision makers and the
public by engaging the reader through the use of question and answer headings, defined terms,
and visuals in an easy to follow format. This format saves time and effort by reducing
confusion and allowing the reader to focus on the project and its key issues. Text and graphics
are placed on the same page to make the document interesting and understandable to readers.
Additional technical information is available in the various technical memoranda prepared for
the project. Following the National Environmental Policy Act guidelines, this document is
concise, clear and to the point. It thoroughly summarizes the Blue Water Bridge Plaza Study
and references supporting technical details. The example below compares traditional EIS
headings and reader friendly EIS headings.

Traditional EIS Reader-Friendly EIS

Purpose and Need Why are Improvements Needed?

. The Environment: What's There Now and
Affected Environment

Project Effects
Existing Regional Land Cover What Are the Land Uses in the Study Area?
Land Use Impacts How will the Alternatives Affect Land Use?

Water Body Modification and Wildlife How many acres of Wetlands will the
Impacts Recommended Alternative Impact?
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