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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Public participation, or involvement, is a fundamental requirement as specified in 23 U.S.C. 
Agencies are required to have a documented process that is implemented for the development of the 
long range plan. The act clearly requires not only a documented process but also implementation of 
that process for the long-range plan and the STIP.  In carrying out the statewide transportation 
planning process, including development of the longrange statewide transportation plan and the 
STIP, the State shall develop and use a documented public participation process that provides 
opportunities for public review and comment at key decision points.” (From 23 CFR 450.210 {a}) 
 
The rural (non-MPO) public participation requirements are summarized below: 
 

 Use a documented process 

 Provide early and continuous involvement activities (of issues and decision-making process) 

 Provide reasonable access to information, including a Web site if feasible 

 Provide adequate notice of meetings  

 Provide meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times 

 Use visualization techniques 

 “Demonstrate explicit consideration and response to public input” 

 Seek out and consider needs of underserved (low income, minorities, etc.) 

 Have a documented process for consulting with non-MPO local officials 

 Have a documented process for consulting with tribal governments & federal land management 
agencies 

 
The current version of Michigan’s Statewide Planning Process Participation Plan was published in 
April 2006. The Statewide Planning Process Participation Plan (SP4) provides goals, objectives, 
outreach strategies, a communication toolbox and effectiveness evaluation strategies for 
development of the state’s system-wide transportation planning documents.  
 
MDOT is currently developing a draft STIP Stakeholder Engagement Guidance, which documents 
the specific processes for input into STIP development.  The final guidance will be adopted after 
public comment and review.  
 
MDOT’s goal, through this plan, is to provide quality participation  for transportation stakeholder 
and decision-making. This is achieved when customers are identified and brought into the planning 
process. To achieve this goal, major planning and program development objectives include:  
 

1. Solicit public participation in each phase of the statewide planning process.  

2. Seek broad identification and representative involvement of customers and users of all 
transportation modes. 



4. Public Participation Page 2 of 4 
Michigan’s FY 2011-2014 State Transportation Improvement Program August 2010 
 

3. Utilize effective and equitable avenues for distributing information and receiving comments. 

4. Provide educational materials and design participation initiatives that will support and 
encourage effective participation. 

5. Maintain and develop staff expertise in all aspects of participation. 

6. Support and encourage continuous improvement in the methods used to meet the public need 
for information and involvement. 

 
As mentioned in the statewide planning process section, the STIP is the final product of multiple 
planning processes.  While transportation planning is a continuous and ongoing process, it is 
essentially initiated with the development of the State Long Range Transportation Plan and further 
refined through the Five-Year Transportation Program (5YTP) development process. 
 
MDOT engages in a broad range of activities to provide public outreach and involvement 
opportunities in conjunction with general transportation issues, the implementation of projects, and 
the development of multi-year improvement programs.  Such activities include responding to letters 
and e-mail sent by citizens covering a variety of transportation topics, such as specific projects, 
MDOT's performance and transportation services.  MDOT responds to all correspondence and takes 
appropriate action.  MDOT issues an average of 300 news releases annually to advise the public on 
transportation proposals, studies, safety issues and projects. 
 
Other public outreach activities by MDOT include holding focus group sessions; conducting 
surveys; collecting information through questionnaires and public comment forms; and issuing 
newsletters and brochures on programs, initiatives or issues. With most major projects and 
proposals, MDOT establishes a community involvement process to enable interest groups and 
individuals to participate through work groups, task forces and committees. In addition, MDOT 
holds public hearings in conjunction with the preparation of federally required Environmental 
Impact Statements, Environmental Assessments, and on most projects that involve significant 
right-of-way acquisition. Information on these activities is advertised in the major newspapers whose 
circulation encompasses the location of a project or proposal. 
 
The Department’s annual Five-Year Transportation Program planning provides the foundation for 
MDOT’s shorter range planning and program development. It is a rolling five year document.  Each 
year MDOT conducts the annual Call for Projects which starts the process for identifying and adding 
the fifth year to the program.  An annual notification of  MDOT’s program upon which the STIP is 
developed is presented to the State Transportation Commission for approval and then provided to the 
legislature as required by state law. 
 
The STIP is the final planning document preceding the actual construction or implementation of 
projects.  Opportunities for public participation are provided throughout the project selection process 
at local, regional and state levels.  This cooperative effort includes, but is not limited to, open 
meetings at the state and local level where project selection and programming decisions are publicly 
considered, opportunities to comment on proposed projects at city council and city manager 
meetings, and public notices in local newspapers throughout the state requesting public comment on 
proposed projects.  A review of MDOT’s press releases reveal that, in addition to those public 
participation opportunities outlined above for the 5YTP, MDOT Regions and Transportation Service 
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Centers host annual Rural Elected Officials and Tribal member meetings, and Spring summits for 
the general public.  Invitations are mailed to the clerks of all counties, cities, villages, townships and 
Tribal Officers within non-MPO areas.  The State Regional Planning and Development 
Commissions  also conduct direct mailings on our behalf.   In addition, the general public meetings 
are also advertised through radio announcements and press releases. 
 
Michigan takes pride in its commitment to involve “citizens, affected public agencies, 
representatives of public transportation employees, freight shippers, private providers of 
transportation, representatives of users of public transportation, representatives of users of pedestrian 
walkways and bicycle transportation facilities, representatives of the disabled, providers of freight 
transportation services and other interested parties” in system-wide planning, project selection 
processes, project level planning, and decision-making associated with these efforts.  In developing 
the STIP, state officials worked cooperatively with local officials, public and private transportation 
providers and interested citizens.  Many of the projects included in the STIP are the result of 
numerous public information meetings and hearings, as well as requests by local officials and the 
public for specific transportation improvements. 
 
The projects that are selected for the STIP and TIPs are the logical result of the needs, policies and 
projects identified in the State Long Range Transportation Plan, each MPO’s long-range plan and 
the Five-Year Transportation Program.  The STIP is the vehicle through which the SLRP and 5YTP 
are implemented.  Throughout this entire process, public participation remains a continuous process 
and is paramount in delivering the transportation programs that meet Michigan’s needs now and in 
the future. 
 
 
4.1 Public Review of the Draft STIP 
 
On April 29, 2010, MDOT issued a statewide news release (see Appendix E) announcing that 
MDOT was moving forward with plans to implement a reduced STIP due to declining revenue.  The 
press release was sent to over 499 news organizations including the Department's standard media list 
as well as minority media providers. 
 
On May 14, 2010 the reduced project list (see Chapter 8/Projects) was provided on MDOT's public 
STIP Web-site, and on May 21, 2010 a list of additional projects if funds become available (see 
Chapter 8/Projects) was posted.  Another statewide news release (see Appendix E) was issued on 
June 23, 2010 announcing ten public meetings around the state to encourage public comment on 
future road and bridge projects in rural areas of Michigan. 
 
To promote more public input as well as attendance at the public meetings, MDOT solicited the help 
of  the State Planning and Development Regions (see Appendix F), MDOT program specialists, and 
state and regional special interest groups (see Appendix G).  The State Planning and Development 
Regions mailed meeting announcements to their membership, MDOT staff passed on public meeting 
invitation fliers (see Appendix H) to their contacts and special interest groups were encouraged to 
pass on public meeting invitation fliers to their membership and other stakeholders. 
 
The public meetings were held around the state in July 2010 to share the information in the STIP 
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document, the proposed project lists (reduced and if more funds become available) and the financial 
crisis facing MDOT.  The public meetings were held on the following dates at the following 
locations: 
  
Kincheloe:  Tuesday, July 13 at Kinross Township Hall, 4884 W. Curtis St. 
Traverse City: Tuesday, July 13 at NWMCOG Conf. Room, MI Works Office, 1209 S. Garfield Ave. 
Kalamazoo: Tuesday, July 13 at MDOT Region Conference Room, 1501 E. Kilgore Rd. 
Saginaw: Wednesday, July 14 at MDOT Bay Region Office Conference Room, 55 E. Morley 
Dr. 
Escanaba: Wednesday, July 14 at Room 961, Heirman Center, Bay College 
Gaylord: Wednesday, July 14 at MDOT North Region Conference Room, 1088 M-32 East 
Greenville: Thursday, July 15 at M-Tech Center, 1325 Yellow Jacket Dr. 
Bruce Crossing: Thursday, July 15 at Tulppo's Restaurant, 14967 State Highway M-28 
Adrian: Tuesday, July 20 at Adrian City Commission Chambers, 159 E. Maumee St. 
Corunna: Thursday, July 22 at Shiawassee Co. Road Commission Conf. Rm, 701 W. Corunna Ave. 
 
MDOT is in the process of responding to the comments received via mail and e-mail.  A complete 
report of all public meetings, comments and responses will be posted on MDOT’s STIP Web site 
(www.michigan.gov/stip) once the report is finalized. 
 
MDOT will continue to accept and address all comments as they are received.  You may comment 
on this report in several ways: 
  

 Visit MDOT’s STIP Web site at www.michigan.gov/stip and select the MDOT-STIP-
Comments@michigan.gov link to send an e-mail to us.   

 Send an e-mail directly to MDOT-STIP-Comments@michigan.gov. 

 Contact the appropriate MDOT Region Office (Appendix A), MDOT Transportation Service 
Center (Appendix A), MPO (see Appendix B) or Rural Task Force (see Appendix C).  

 Visit MDOT’s central office or contact the central office by mail, phone, fax, or email: 

 Michigan Department of Transportation Phone (517) 335-1510 
 Statewide Planning Division Fax (517) 373-9255 
 P.O. Box 30050 e-Mail: lindstroma@michigan.gov 
 425 West Ottawa Street 
 Lansing MI 48909 
 


