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2014 Coaches’ Challenge
Talking Points 

· To ask for your support on a national mentor recruitment initiative called the Coaches’ Challenge.  

· The National Mentoring Partnership has identified 15 million youth who could benefit from the support and guidance of a mentor. 

· The Mentoring Effect (a report commissioned by MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership with support from AT&T, and written by Civic Enterprises in partnership with Hart Research) found through the first-ever nationally representative survey of young people that one in three will grow up without connecting with a mentor. The survey also found a powerful mentoring effect demonstrated by the experiences of young people who participated in the survey. It is linked to improved academic, social and economic prospects, and strengthens our communities and our nation. As just one example of the report findings, at-risk young adults who had a mentor are 55% more likely to be enrolled in college than those who did not have a mentor.

· To help fill this critical need, top college football coaches in Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska have joined together for the past six years to help recruit new mentors through The Coaches’ Challenge. 

· In 2008, in an effort to help close this “mentoring gap,” Coaches Bill Snyder and former coach Tom Osborne (and U.S. Representative), both mentoring advocates, began issuing a friendly challenge to see which state (Kansas or Nebraska) could sign up the most new mentors. 

· Each year this campaign is growing.

· [bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Michigan was involved last year with the support of Coach Lloyd Carr. Coach Carr has been a long-standing advocate for mentoring and has been involved with Mentor Michigan since 2010.

· Last year the campaign recruited nearly 9,000 new mentors across five states.  709 of those new mentors were in Michigan but we want to do more. 

· Mentor Michigan, our state mentoring partnership, is leading this effort. This state agency assists 250 mentoring organizations across the state, and it is Mentor Michigan’s goal to support all of these mentoring programs in our state to engage local community coaches.

· Throughout the college football season, different types of mentor recruitment events will take place across the state. Football fans who take the Coaches’ Challenge will not only show their state and team pride, but by signing up to be a mentor, they will be able to make a difference for a lifetime by helping to improve the life of a child!  

· As a coach, you’ve seen the impact that your guidance and influence has made on hundreds of athletes, both professionally and personally. 

· I would like to ask for your support in this campaign by lending your name to the challenge. 

· We know this is a busy time of year for you so we will keep it simple.

· We are simply asking for your permission to use your name on the Coaches’ Challenge marketing materials and press releases. It would also be great to get a photo and quote from you to use in these materials, where possible.

· If you are interested, there are additional ways you can get involved by speaking at mentor recruitment events, helping to secure announcements at games and space for material distribution (booths, ‘tailgate’ space outside event, etc.), providing free tickets to home games for mentoring matches, or any connection to community supporters, etc.

· By signing on as a coach involved with the challenge, your support and endorsement will enable us to reach more potential volunteers to serve as mentors and increase the number of youth whose lives are changed by the influence of a caring adult.  

· If you are interested, we would like to send you some additional information and work with your office on getting a quote and photo for our marketing materials. Who would be the best point of contact in your office?

· Thank you for your time and consideration.
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