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MFPC Meeting Summary

August 20, 2009

Detroit Eastern Market

Council Members Present: Patty Cantrell, Lydia Gutierrez, Jane Marshall, Malik Yakini, Mike Hamm, Dan Reeves, Todd Regis, Elaine Brown, Department of Community Health (Diane Golzynski), Kristin Misiak

The Michigan Food Policy Council (MFPC) Chairperson, Pat Lockwood, called the meeting to order and initiated introductions.

The council approved the August meeting agenda and summary from the previous meeting.

The Chair introduced Dan Carmody, president of the Detroit Eastern Market. Dan provided information on current projects, including a food box program in underserved neighborhoods. He also spoke about future plans and opportunities, such as the need for incubator kitchens and multi-use facilities to accommodate food system entrepreneurs. MFPC members expressed an interest in seeing these opportunities developed. Kirsten Simmons, executive coordinator of the MFPC, and the Chair thanked Dan and Eastern Market staff for hosting the MFPC for this morning meeting. 

The Chair introduced Council Member Malik Yakini to give an update on the Detroit Food Policy Council. Malik explained that the city-level council was currently being formed. Committees had been convening to discuss structure, placement, and other issues related to council development. The council will not be based in local government, but rather work with government in addition to other partners. Malik outlined the proposed structure and open seats on the council.  The MFPC Chair asked how the Detroit Food Policy Council would relate to the Michigan Food Policy Council. Malik said that he envisions the two working together, since each will work at different levels of government. The MFPC executive coordinator agreed that this will be a great partnership. 

The Chair introduced Kimberly Trent, director of the Governor’s Office for Southeast Michigan, to provide a presentation and update on the MI Neighborhood Food Movers Pilot Project. Kim talked about the collaborative work of state partners in Spring 2009 and the MFPC recommendations related to support for direct markets that serve underserved areas.  Kim explained that state partners brought the concept to community leaders and residents, who embraced the concept. A “core team” of state and local partners worked through finanace and permit issues to streamline the process of starting a mobile produce market. Information was compiled and posted as an online resource for others across the state and nation.  Kim also talked about working with Eastern Market to assist the truck vendors with competitive purchasing rates and to encourage stock that was produced in Michigan. Kim let the council know that a story would run on the CBS and NBC evening news programs to highlight this Detroit pilot project as an example. 

Council members asked Kim about offering additional food handling training to the mobile market vendors. Kim said this could be something offered as a free session for the vendors. Several council members asked about food assistance machines on the trucks and Project FRESH. Kim noted that Kirsten gave vendors the information for this type of application and is working with them to make sure they understand each step of the process. One is already equipped and there is a plan to have the others equipped as well.  A council member mentioned that their may be opportunities to collaborate with DCH on federal funding for nutrition ed for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance clients.  It was also noted that there are books about healthy eating for children that are used by DCH and the Michigan Nutrition Network. The representative from DCH said they would be interested in having a conversation about this. 

A council member asked if the core team had talked with those who failed in sustaining mobile food markets. Kim explained the process for gathering information from other states, including those who had been unsuccessful. She said that there were two issues this pilot project sought to correct. This pilot is entrepreneurial, rather than being supported by grant dollars or government. Also, the pilot aimed to correct past problems with a consistent and accessible source of food from a producer or wholesaler. It was also mentioned that there could be culinary demonstrations by students.

The executive coordinator gave report about her activities on behalf of the council, including Public Act 231, meetings and projects with partners, MI Neighborhood Food Movers, and a proposal she submitted for a Farmers Market Promotion Program grant to continue working with MIFMA on the Farmers Market-Food Assistance Partnership 

The Chair gave a report about Michigan Department of Agriculture activities, including MI Neighborhood Food Movers and food safety issues. The Chair spoke about Kirsten’s expanded role during her time as executive coordinator. In recognition of the additional work she must undertake as the council’s only staff member, Pat suggested that the council change Kirsten’s title to “executive director” at existing salary and benefit levels to maintain the projected expenses for the grant. 

Council Member Mike Hamm made a motion to change Kirsten’s title to executive director. Diane Golzynski, Council Member representing the DCH Director, seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

The Chair also brought up the request to change the name of Taskforce A from “Expanding Food-Related Businesses and Jobs” to “Growing the Agriculture and Food Economy”. A motion to initiate this change was made by Council Member Patty Cantrell and seconded by Council Member Todd Regis. Motion passed unanimously.

Council Members Patty Cantrell and Lydia Gutierrez gave update on Taskforce A. After prioritizing the recommendations created by this taskforce, the group decided to pursue Recommendations A1 and A4.Currently, looking at regional food system collaboration and what regions may benefit from in an online toolkit or resource. The taskforce will continue to explore information, needs, and determine a way to proceed with a helpful online resource.

Council Member Jane Marshall gave an update on Taskforce B and food assistance outreach efforts for Michigan. There will be additional outreach efforts through food banks and accessibility through a new online food assistance application. One of the barriers now is caseload levels at the State of Michigan and not being able to access the online application without internet access. There is a plan to use some stimulus dollars to expand outreach and promotion through regional food banks beginning in the winter. Taskforce B has determined that it will work to encourage more partners to impact the rate of completed applications and positive opinion of the program’s impact. Taskforce B also has named community gardens as a priority. This is a common priority with combined with Healthy Kids, Healthy Michigan.  A sub-committee brainstormed zoning models, safe routes to food, designations after completing NEAT assessments, and other efforts as possible ways to move forward.

Council Member Elaine Brown reported that Taskforce C recently had meeting discussions on school purchasing, farm-to-school and wellness plans, and Department of Corrections procurement.  The group prioritized new school construction and upgrades/incubator kitchen as one recommendation implementation strategy to explore. The taskforce also wants to explore continued federal barriers and promoting new entries into MarketMaker. 

The executive director asked for approval of the council funding and protocol documents that she distributed prior to the meeting. Council Member Malik Yakini moved to approve the State Funding Protocol. Diane Golzynski, Council Member representing the DCH Director, seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 

Council Member Elaine Brown moved to approve the Council Protocol document. Council Member Todd Regis seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

The Council discussed current, ongoing discussions about GAP/GHP audits and the impact on small or mid-size farms.  Council members talked briefly about the Kellogg Biological Station and its recent opening of a dairy research and outreach facility in Hickory Corners.

The Chair asked if there was any public comment to be brought before the Council. Hearing no public comment, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
