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Council Meeting Summary

Friday, February 20, 2009
Grand Rapids, MI

Council Members in attendance:

Jim Byrum, Dennis West, Anthony Des Chenes, Todd Regis, Elaine Brown, Mike Hamm, Gatha McClellan (for the Department of Corrections), Jane Marshall, Diane Golzynski (for Department of Community Health), Marcia Black-Watson (for the Department of Energy, Labor, and Economic Growth)
Other special guests:

Keith Creagh – Neogen Corporation, Margaret Garry – Department of Human Services, Bob Craig –Department of Agricluture, Lisa Goldenhar – Department of Community Health
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Jim Byrum.  Council members took time to introduce themselves.

The executive coordinator of the Michigan Food Policy Council informed the chair that there would be an addition to the agenda.  Bob Craig from the Michigan Department of Agriculture was in attendance to give a brief update on Public Act 231, a tax abatement for grocery stores in underserved areas.  The council approved the addition to the agenda.  

The  Michigan Turkey Producers gave a presentation on their operations in the Grand Rapids Area.  The Michigan Turkey Producers is a co-op of 16 producers with a processing operation that boosts the most modern turkey processing plant in the nation.  He said that the Michigan Turkey Producers mission is to “provide nutritious and good tasting quality turkey products by growing, processing and delivering a consistent, reliable, value added and commodity for industrial foodservice and retail customers.” In 2000, Michigan Turkey Producers opened the first new turkey processing plant to come online in more than 10 years. The facility incorporates the latest technologies for harvesting, handling, chilling, deboning, and packaging operations.  He spoke about distribution of their product and closed the presentation by sharing a list of stores and restaurants that carry turkey products from the Michigan Turkey Producers.
Bob Craig gave a presentation on Public Act 231 and its progress.  The Michigan Department of Agriculture was named as the lead agency for implementation of Public Act 231.  The Department has started working with the Michigan Food Policy Council and the USDA National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS) to determine some of the undefined terms, such as “underserved areas” and acceptable distances of travel to grocery stores.  Bob commented that the challenge has been the funding necessary to continue gathering and assessing data.  There was no funding appropriated with this piece of legislation.

The executive coordinator gave an update on the plan for taskforces this Spring and Summer.  She talked briefly about the June meeting of the council and noted that it will be held at Detroit Eastern Market.  The issue of grocery stores and food assistance distribution was mentioned by Council Member Todd Regis.  The executive coordinator said that the legislation signed by Governor Granholm could not be implemented.  This legislation would have established twice a month distribution.  Council Member Mike Hamm said that the conversation and consensus during the council’s taskforce meetings was that food assistance should be spread across the calendar month.  A person from DHS said that the Department was interested in this idea of spreading the distribution across the month.  Conversation continued about the intent of DHS and other state departments regarding this issue.  The executive coordinator said she received the message that DHS is in the middle of implementing a new software system and would need to re-visit the issue after that project is complete.  

Each of the taskforce chairs that were present gave a brief update about their work and progress. All taskforces reported that they were in a planning stage after identifying priorities from the 2006 Report of Recommendations.  Some mentioned that they were attempting to narrow the scope of their work.  Upcoming meeting dates were shared with the rest of the council.  The executive coordinator asked that council members let her know if there is anyone who wants to be added to a taskforce.

The executive coordinator presented a draft resolution to the council for their approval.  The resolution had gone out to the council with the meeting agenda.  The resolution is directed to the taskforces and endorses the priorities they have selected for the coming year.  Council Member Dennis West moved to accept the resolution.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Anthony Des Chenes.  The Chair called for discussion.  Council members asked that “grocery store access in underserved areas” be added to the resolution language.  The chair called for a vote.  The motion passed unanimously.  

The chair asked if there was any public comment.  Margaret Garry from the Department of Human Services briefly updated the council on her work to create job opportunities in Detroit’s grocery industry.  This would be a way to address poverty and food access at the same time. 

With no further public comment, the chair called for a motion to adjourn.  A motion was made by Marcia Watson-Black and seconded by Anthony Des Chenes.  The meeting adjourned by a unanimous vote.   
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