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MFPC Meeting Summary

March 5, 2010
Constitution Hall, Lansing
Council Members Present: Patty Cantrell, Lydia Gutierrez, Jane Marshall, Dennis West, Dan Reeves, Elaine Brown, Department of Community Health (Diane Golzynski), Michigan Department of Education (Marla Moss), Michigan Economic Growth Corporation (Susan Novakoski), Patricia Lockwood
The Michigan Food Policy Council (MFPC) Chairperson, Patricia Lockwood, called the meeting to order and initiated introductions.

The council approved the March meeting agenda and summary from the August 2009 meeting.

The Chair introduced Amanda Segar, coordinator the Farmers Market Food Assistance Partnership and the 2009-2010 Farmers Market Promotion Program grant project. The Farmer’s Market Promotion Program grant from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) was compiled by the MFPC. The Food Bank Council of Michigan served as the fiduciary, on behalf of MFPC and the Partnership. Ms. Segar presented a powerpoint about the partnership, recent events, and future activities to increase the number of markets that accept Supplemental Nutrition Assistance on Bridge Cards. She noted that 30 farmers markets accepted Bridge Cards with Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) machines in 2009, with some accepting credit and debit as well. The Partnership, co-hosted by the MFPC and the Michigan Farmers Market Association, has set a goal of having 50 markets equipped to accept Bridge Cards with EBT machines by December 2010. Through the USDA grant, the Partnership is able to offer training and cover some set-up costs, as well as begin a mentor program for market managers.
Kirsten Simmons, executive director of the MFPC, noted that the webinar to train market managers on March 18 will be taped and made available year-round. Diane Golzynski, who is the state fruit and vegetable coordinator and DCH Director’s designee to MFPC, stated that Michigan is definitely a leader in the percentage of farmer’s markets that accept Bridge Cards. She commented that most states have roughly 7% of farmers markets that accept Bridge Cards with EBT machines, while Michigan is closer to 30%. One of the council members if the assistance for start-up costs was important and helpful to markets. It was noted that most farmers markets who adopted EBT technology in 2007 through a Michigan Farmers Market Association pilot project said that set-up assistance was extremely helpful, due to their small operating budgets and limited funding.
The Chair introduced Oran Hesterman, Ph.D., president and CEO of the Fair Food Network, to discuss the Mo’ Bucks pilot project in Detroit and future goals.  The pilot, launched in 2009, gave coupons to purchase additional Michigan produce after customers used a Bridge Card at farmers markets. The result was a significant increase in sales at participating farmers markets during and after the coupon program. Detroit Eastern Market saw its highest day of food assistance sales ever during the program, when they redeemed $6500 in one day. The Foundation hopes to expand the pilot statewide to at least 50 markets beginning in 2010. They are currently working on funding strategies to make this a reality. If it is expanded, it will be the largest project of its kind. The Michigan Farmers Market Association and MFPC are working with the Fair Food Network, since markets must first accept the Bridge Card. Dr. Hesterman also talked about rising obesity and related health issues. After citing data on obesity and diabetes rates, he said he believes these statistics describe symptoms of a broken food system. He also noted that is important that organizations, like the Fair Food Network and MFPC, are important because they address multiple areas of the food system at once. Dr. Hesterman also shared a report, titled Healthy Food For All, which was published by Policy Link, Fair Food Network, and C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems. Ms. Simmons said she had shared the electronic version with members and would re-send to council in case they needed it. 
The Chair asked if mobile markets and MI Neighborhood Food Movers could participate in the Mo’ Bucks program. Dr. Hesterman said that they did work with Peaches n’ Greens during the 2009 pilot project. He said that others could participate in the future if they accepted Bridge Cards.  Several council members asked to receive updates as the project progresses and for continued collaboration with MFPC and the Michigan Farmers Market Association. A council member also asked about the major challenges. Dr. Hesterman said that there are many challenges since this is a new project, but they also come with solutions. Susan Novakoski asked if they are working with urban grocery stores, like Aldi, as well. Dr. Hesterman said they were talking with Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers and a few others. Ms. Novakoski said she would help by providing Dr. Hesterman with a contact for Aldi or others.
The Chair gave a report about Michigan Department of Agriculture activities, including the Michigan Culinary Tourism Alliance. Kirsten Simmons was asked to represent the MFPC at meetings and events. She attended the kick-off event and will attend the second gathering on March 17, 2010. MFPC has and will continue to be supportive of the Alliance. Linda Jones, executive director of the Michigan Grape and Wine Industry Council and coordinator of the Alliance, will be invited to give a presentation at the June 2010 MFPC meeting.
Kirsten Simmons, executive director of the MFPC, gave report about her activities on behalf of the Council.  She taped an interview for Comcast Newsmakers, which will air in April. The topic was the USDA Farmers Market Promotion Program grant and goals. Ms. Simmons also gave an update on her presentation at the North American Gathering of State and Local Food Policy Councils in Des Moines, Iowa in October 2009.  The presentation was a success and she received excellent feedback from those in attendance. They were impressed with the progress in Michigan and partnerships that have been developed as a result of the MFPC and its discussions. It was noted that she has responded to many individuals and organizations in other states, who are looking to Michigan as they create their own state-level councils or attempt to partner with different organizations. Requests for in-person, phone and email interviews about these topics have increased dramatically. Ms. Simmons also commented briefly on the Michigan Good Food Summit, which was held on February 25, 2010 in Lansing. She detailed her work with the Pistons Care Telethon, which benefited the Food Bank Council of Michigan. Jane Marshall, MFPC member and executive director of the Food Bank Council of Michigan, announced the results. Ms. Simmons detailed some the other assorted tasks she has been working on, including follow-up, meeting coordination, and writing for taskforce projects. She announced that she recently worked with the Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness to include a promotion on fresh and healthy eating and selecting Michigan products in the 2010 Newsletter for All Children Exercising Simultaneously (ACES) Day.  This newsletter is sent to thousands of Michigan parents and is available online. Ms. Simmons noted that coordinating with physical activity promotions was one of the MFPC’s recommendations. She plans to keep an open dialogue for similar collaborations in the future. 

Ms. Simmons has worked on a proposal for future funding and narrative of accomplishments. The council’s current grant funding from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation concludes in March 2010. Ms. Simmons and the Council expressed their appreciation for this relationship and plan to engage Kellogg about potential future funding. During the gap, the MFPC has a small state grant to continue operation and council projects. Ms. Simmons said there have also been discussions about establishing the MFPC in a way that will secure its place in state government across changing administrations. Ms. Simmons said she will continue these discussions and keep council members informed. 

The Council discussed updates and progress on the Michigan Good Food Summit, as well as council projects where work is being done through follow-up work by individual members. 

The Chair asked if there was any public comment to be brought before the Council. Hearing no public comment, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
