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Minutes from Wednesday, April 23, 2014 Meeting

In Attendance: Jamie Clover Adams, Director, MDARD; Kevin Besey, Director, MDARD Food and Dairy Division;  Marla Moss, Child Nutrition Director, MDE; Kari Mardyla-Goddard, DHS; Gwen Imes, Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity Program  Program Manager, MDCH; Rich Pirog, MSU-CRFS, MI Food Hub Network; Kathryn Colasanti, MSU-CRFS, Good Food Charter; Michelle Napier-Dunnings, MIFFS; Auday Arabo,  Auday Arabo, President of Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers; Jeanne Hausler, Food and Dairy Communications MDARD, Lori Yelton, Nutritionist, MDARD.
Absent: Kareemah El- Amin, Executive Director, Food Bank Council of Michigan 
Guest: Christine White, State Executive Director, USDA Farm Service Agency

Introductions Jamie Clover Adams welcomed everyone with introductions of members. 
Summer Feeding Sites: Christine White reported that USDA state directors were called to help promote summer feeding sites. Last year there was a 9 percent increase with a goal this year of a 10 percent increase. Sites must have at least 50 percent reduced or free lunches at schools to be eligible for the program. Concerns include reaching children in rural areas and getting meals to kids/kids to meals. Mobile sites were very effective last year, and MDE has applied to USDA to be able to use mobile sites in 2014.
Marla Moss stated that May 1 is the deadline for a sponsor to sign up for a site. Discussion followed on eating sites. Brian Van Dorn, 517-373-0107, is the contact for sponsorship information. 
MDARD has oversight of licensed establishments. Kevin suggested recruitment for the Summer Feeding Program be added as an annual agenda item in December or January to help with earlier facilitation of marketing the summer eating program.
Purpose of the Transition from the Michigan Food Policy Council 
Director Jamie Clover Adams provided a review of the purpose of the transition from the Michigan Food Policy Council to a more sustainable model of establishing a Food Policy subcommittee of the Interdepartmental Collaboration Committee (ICC). The subcommittee allows for a stronger focus on policy implementation and provides a greater opportunity to improve state agency and stakeholder food policy coordination.  
Michelle requested a diagram of the ICC to help understand the structure and how the Subcommittee is structured. A diagram will be sent out with the minutes of the meeting.
Meetings of the ICC Food Policy subcommittee are open to the public and will be promoted on member list serves and other means.  Links to minutes, agendas and supporting materials will be publicized and shared on one web site and others will link to the site to help with information sharing.  For now, the information will be available at www.michigan.gov/mfpc, but this may change in the future as the committee moves forward.
Quarterly meetings 
To be held as long as there are agenda items to discuss. Subcommittee members prefer Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  Lori will send a Survey Monkey to members to set meetings for the remainder of the year. All members were urged to widely distribute agendas and minutes to other groups they have contact with.
Resources and staff support
 Kevin discussed resources and staff support. Lori will provide primary staff support for the subcommittee, with assistance from Jeanne. If action items fall under the primary responsibility of other state agencies, these organizations may take the lead and provide staff support for agenda items that pertain to their areas of expertise.
Future Agenda Items
The remainder of the meeting focused on identifying future agenda items and their priority.  Items discussed included: The existing three Food Policy Council recommendations made to the Governor in 2013, the MDARD food access goal (how to measure or replace),  limitations on SNAP access and WIC authorization barriers for convenience and grocery stores,  small meat processing, Double Up Food Bucks and opportunities created by Farm Bill.  Due to lack of time, a survey to further define and prioritize agenda items will be done prior to the 2nd meeting.
Center for Regional Food Systems discussed they are in the process of creating a local food policy council network and the group agreed that coordinating local councils through that system was preferred over the ICC trying to continue that work.
Web page
 Management of the web site information was discussed. For now, the information will stay on the Michigan Food Policy Council website, with some immediate updates to the content. Long-term maintenance will be discussed at the next meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.





 






