STATE OF MICHIGAN

MICHIGAN GAMING CONTROL BOARD

SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING

Cadillac Place

3062 W. Grand Blvd., Suite L-700

Detroit, Michigan

Friday, March 16, 2012
9:30 a.m.

MINUTES

On Friday, March 16, 2012, the Michigan Gaming Control Board held a public meeting at the Board office in the Cadillac Place, 3062 W. Grand Boulevard, Suite L-700, Detroit, Michigan.

Present:
In attendance were the following Board members:



Mr. Michael Watza, Acting as Chairperson



Judge Benjamin Friedman



Mr. Patrick McQueen


Mr. Andrew Palms

Also attending were:



Fred Cleland


Donald McGehee


Diane Brown
Business:


Mr. Watza called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  There was no preliminary business to discuss.  Mr. Watza stated the purpose of the meeting was to consider the Executive Director’s Report and Licensing Division Staff’s recommendation regarding the suitability and eligibility of Darrell Burks, a required Key person of Greektown Casino, LLC.
Mr. Watza stated that the Board Members had been provided with copies of the report prior to the meeting and asked if any of the members had questions regarding the suitability of Mr. Burks.

There being no questions Mr. Watza stated he was aware of some issues, discussions or questions from others in the crowd.  Mr. David Waddell from RMC Legal, representing Brigade Capital approached the podium.  Mr. Watza asked Mr. Waddell if he, in any of his material he presented, had anything that goes directly to the suitability of Mr. Burks, which Mr. Watza reminded Mr. Waddell was in their limited jurisdiction at this meeting.  Mr. Waddell stated that he could not answer Mr. Watza’s question prior to giving his opening statement.  Mr. Waddell stated that he would need to do a “hand-off” to a different attorney.  Mr. Watza read Mr. Waddell a statement from his own letter stating “it’s important to note that the Brigade Funds concerns are not in any way directed at Mr. Burks”, which Mr. Watza interpreted to mean Mr. Waddell had no issues with respect to Mr. Burks’ suitability or eligibility.  Mr. Waddell went on to say he did not come to the meeting to advocate against Mr. Burks or Greektown Casino.  
Mike Donnelly of Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap next addressed the Board.   Mr. Donnelly stated that the purpose of their appearance at the meeting was to address the issue of proper notice to ensure compliance with the process.  Brigade believes that there should be the two week notice as required under Rule 307 allowing proper information to be sent out for the parties.  Mr. Donnelly stated that there has been no public notice by Greektown to either their investors, or the City of Detroit.  Mr. Donnelly stated that he spoke with the attorney for the City of Detroit and it is the attorney for the City’s contention that the two weeks notice is required.  Mr. Donnelly stated that the City has not indicated that they have any problem or issue with Mr. Burks, but that they want to have the opportunity to review and approve from their perspective.  Mr. Donnelly contends that under the City settlement agreement that the City of Detroit must give approval when a new Greektown board member is appointed.  
Mr. Stocker spoke on behalf of Greektown casino and stated in terms of the City’s involvement, it was only the initial board that needed approval and that particular board ceased to exist when their annual meeting was held in 2011.  
Mr. Burks approached the podium to identify himself and stated he had no reason to be concerned regarding his suitability and eligibility as a Board member.

Mr. Watza went on record to say that there was not anybody present who is challenging the suitability and eligibility of Mr. Burks, which is the matter before the Board at this particular meeting.  

There being no other questions or statements, Judge Friedman moved that the Board enter an Order finding Mr. Burks suitable as a key person of Greektown Casino, LLC.  Motion was seconded by Mr. Palms.  

After a unanimous roll call vote, the motion was carried.

There was no closed session.  Meeting concluded at 10:07 a.m.
____________________________

Diane Brown, Board Secretary
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