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Packed room for rare committee meeting on proposed poker room rules
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(10/31/13) - It was standing room only during a rare, committee meeting ahead of a public 
hearing for proposed rules for poker rooms.  Rare because the meeting is usually held after the public hearing, 
according to lawmakers Thursday. 

The owner of a Burton business shut down just this week, Palace Poker, was there.

His was the second Genesee County poker room shut down by the state in the last week.

The meeting, prompted by the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, was purely informational.  Lawmakers 
want to know where things stand ahead of a public hearing coming up.  No date has been announced yet. 

"Our whole premise - return the control to the charities," said Executive Director of the Michigan Gaming Control 
Board Richard Kalm.

Some of the proposed rules include limiting events to one per location per night, capping the days events can 
be held at any location to 120 and standardizing rules of the games.

Those advocating for the rules believe they will make an enormous difference in reducing crime and fraudulent 
conduct during charitable poker games.  

They allege charitable poker began as a good cause, evolved into highly lucrative business and has 
degenerated into a racket.

That statement drew boos from the crowd.

Al Crossnoe, owner of Palace Poker which was shut down this week, was at the hearing, but did not comment 
during it or after.

The state alleges there was a "pay-to-play scheme" at his hall - that some $100,000 was illegally diverted.

It's closed as is Pocket Aces in Flint Township as the state investigates it.  Pocket Aces had gaming suspended 
last week.

Fourteen other poker rooms around the state have been closed too.

"You're not helping the charities, you're hurting them," said Geo Marvaso, General Manager of Electric Stick  in 
Westland.  His business is open. 

So is Four Aces Poker Room in Roseville where James Olko works.  

"We want Richard Kalm to work with us, talk to us. We've yet to have someone from his office come sit with 
us," Olko said. 

Some of the proposed rules include limiting events to one per location per night, capping the days events can 
be held at any location to 120 and standardizing rules of the games.
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