Michigan Historical Commission Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2015
Michigan Historical Center
702 West Kalamazoo Street, Lansing, Ml
Commission Room

Commissioners in attendance: Joe Calvaruso (by phone), Joan Capuano (by phone), Jack
Dempsey, Brian James Egen, Kimberly Johnson (by phone), Richard Micka, Thomas Truscott
and Larry Wagenaar.

Excused Absence: Susan Safford

Staff: Sandra Clark, Michelle Davis, Janell Keyser

Others: Dean Anderson, State Historic Preservation Office; Rae Pierce, 1815 Surveying
Michigan

President Dempsey called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

Approval of Agenda: Calvaruso made a motion to approve the agenda with two additions to
Item 6: Heritage Leadership Council and Marker Database Project; the motion was seconded by
Egen, and was unanimously approved.

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Egen made a motion to approve the February 11, 2015,
meeting minutes; the motion was seconded by Truscott, and was unanimously approved.

Marker Program Approvals:
» SHPO Agreement
Discussion took place regarding the agreement transferring responsibility for the State
Register of Historic Sites and the Michigan Historical Marker program from the State
Historic Preservation Office to the Michigan Historical Center. Wagenaar made a motion
to proceed to a formal agreement to be put into effect immediately; the motion was
seconded by Truscott, and was unanimously approved.
» Approval of Marker Applications - Janell Keyser provided written background on four
new marker applications:
¢ Meridian-Baseline State Park
The application was submitted by the 1815 Surveying Michigan Project with a
proposed marker location at the edge of the parking lot on Meridian Road,
between Territorial and Fitchburg, Pleasant Lake, Michigan. Rae Pierce spoke
about the proposed location being at the edge of the parking lot due to the fact that
at this time there is not an accessible trail to the actual location.

This park designates the spot where all township, range and section measurements
begin for the State of Michigan. Land in Michigan needed to be surveyed in order
to provide bounty land for soldiers serving in the U.S. Army. Surveying began in
September 1815. Difficult conditions led one of the surveyors to write a letter to
Surveyor General Edward Tiffin. Known as the Tiffin Report, the letter stated that
Michigan was unfit for a military district because it was made up of low, wet



lands dotted with thick underbrush and countless lakes and swamps. In April
1816, Congress approved a statute that legally removed Michigan’s two million
acres from the bounty lands, delaying settlement and eventual statehood for
Michigan.

Keyser recommended approval of this marker application.

An email request from Mark Hoffman, DNR Chief Administrative Officer, asked the
Commission to consider helping with the funding of the Meridian-Baseline State Park
marker. The DNR Parks and Recreation Division is contributing $2,000 and the local
group has raised approximately $3,000. Rae Pierce informed the Commission of plans to
also restore the plaques at the actual site and the group’s commitment to raise enough
funds to cover the cost for this as well. Wagenaar made a motion to approve up to
$480.00 of available Marker Funds to assist with the Meridian-Baseline State Park
marker; the motion was seconded by Micka, and was unanimously approved with the
understanding that marker funds are available on a case-by-case basis, and this is not
establishing precedence for any future expenditures.

¢ Peter E. Richmond House
The application was submitted by David Stairs, property owner, with a proposed
marker location in front of the house at 109 West Locust, Mount Pleasant.

In 1893, Dr. Peter Richmond hired local builder John T. Hidey to construct a
three-story home for his family. Dr. Richmond first arrived in Mount Pleasant in
1874. During his first two years of medical practice there, he visited his patients
“on the back of an Indian pony following trails through the forest.” Richmond
served at the Supreme Medical Director of the Gold Reserve Life Association, a
fraternal insurance organization headquartered in Mount Pleasant. In 1894,
Richmond and a partner purchased and platted land, creating seven blocks in the
city of Mount Pleasant.

Keyser recommended approval of this marker application.

¢ Douglass Houghton
The application was submitted by the Michigan Basin Geological Survey with a
proposed marker location at the Houghton Township Community
Building/Keweenaw County Historical Society, 5059 Fourth Street, at the corner
of Fourth and M-26, Eagle River.

Douglass Houghton’s scientific explorations and interest in geology sparked the
development of Michigan’s rich mineral resources, particularly the copper
deposits of the UP. He served as Michigan’s first State Geologist from 1837 to
1845 and directed the activities of the State Geological Survey, one of the early
organizations of its type in the United States. Houghton served many important
roles during his short life, including Mayor of Detroit, Professor at the University
of Michigan teaching Geology, Mineralogy and Chemistry, and surgeon and
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botanist on Henry Schoolcraft’s 1831 expedition to determine the source of the
Mississippi River. The historic marker will overlook the area where Houghton’s
boat capsized in October 1845, killing Houghton and three companions.

Keyser recommended approval of this marker application.

¢ Applewood-the Charles Stewart Mott Estate
The marker application was submitted by the Ruth Mott Foundation. The sponsor
requested two markers - one located outside the main entrance to the estate on
Kearsley Street and another one outside the east entrance of the property near the
large parking lot. Both locations are visible and accessible to the public.

Construction of Applewood began in 1916 and was completed in October 1917.
Architect Herbert Davis designed the 15,444 square foot home for Charles
Stewart and Ethel Mott and their three children. Landscape architect William
Pitkin, Jr. designed the grounds and extensive gardens. Designed in a modified
Jacobean style, the home has 35 rooms on three floors as well as a two-lane
bowling alley in the basement. The grounds included a farm with a stable, pig
barn and chicken coop. Ethel Mott passed away in 1924. C.S. Mott married Ruth
Rawlings in 1934 and their three children were raised here. In 1952, the farm
closed and the pasture was donated for what is now Mott Community College.

Keyser recommended approval of this marker application.

Egen made a motion to approve the four marker applications as recommended; the
motion was seconded by Johnson, and they were unanimously approved.

Approval of Marker Texts:
Keyser presented six new marker texts for Commission review and approval:
¢ Aldo Leopold and Les Cheneaux, Clark Township, Mackinac County
¢ Argentine Township, Linden, Genesee County
¢ Carl Sandburg/Chikaming Goat Farm, Chikaming Township, Berrien
County
¢ Michigan Paper Company Mill, Plainwell, Allegan County
¢ Yates Cider Mill, Rochester Hills, Oakland County
¢ Bailey Temple Church of God in Christ, Detroit, Wayne County

The new marker texts were reviewed and appropriate actions were decided individually.
Truscott made a motion to approve the Aldo Leopold and Les Cheneaux marker text; the
motion was seconded by Johnson, and the text was unanimously approved. Truscott
made a motion to approve the Argentine Township marker text; the motion was seconded
by Johnson, and the text was unanimously approved. Wagenaar made a motion to
approve the Carl Sandburg/Chikaming Goat Farm marker text with minor modifications;
the motion was seconded by Calvaruso, and the text was unanimously approved. Micka
made a motion to approve the Michigan Paper Company Mill marker text; the motion
was seconded by Wagenaar, and the text was unanimously approved. After discussion,
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the Commission agreed to table Yates Cider Mill and asked staff to develop a broader
context for the second side of the marker. Commissioners reviewed a memo from the
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) regarding the Bailey Temple Church of God in
Christ marker. After discussion, Johnson moved to approve the Bailey Temple Church of
God in Christ marker text; the motion was seconded by Wagenaar, and the text was
unanimously approved.

» Requests to move/replace markers;
Request to move the Willow Run markers -Ypsilanti Township, Washtenaw County, Site
No. S509. Micka made a motion to approve moving the markers to the proposed
location; the motion was seconded by Calvaruso, and was unanimously approved. The
Commission asked staff to include documentation on refurbishing the markers prior to
the move.

Promoting “Stewardship:”

» Swainson Award - Clark reported on the improved publicity of the Swainson Award
during the past year. It was noted that once the 2015 award winners are announced, the
application will be promptly updated for the coming year. Dean Anderson reported that a
committee of three reviewed the 15 nominations received for this award. The committee
recommended five nominations. Wagenaar made a motion to approve the committee’s
recommendation of five recipients for the Swainson Award; the motion was seconded by
Calvaruso, and was unanimously approved. The recipients are:

¢ Beth Anne Eckerly, Director of Communications for Emmet County, for her
efforts in communicating the history of Emmet County through the Essence of
Emmet.
¢ Karl Gorham, Superintendent of the Northville Township Water Department, for
saving and relocating the stone pillars from the entrance gate to the Maybury
Tuberculosis Sanatorium.
¢ Gerald Grieve, Land Use Forester with the Department of Natural Resources, for
his efforts in identifying and marking Civil War veteran graves.
¢ LeighAnn Mikesell, Operations Engineer at Michigan Department of Transportation,
for her efforts with the rehabilitation of Muskegon’s Veterans Park.
¢ Susan Passamani, retired administrative assistant for the Iron County Board of
Commissioners, for her role in creating a history room in the rehabilitated Iron
County Courthouse.
A ceremony date will be determined once the recipients are contacted and availability is
determined for both the recipients and Commissioners. The award ceremony normally
takes place in the capitol rotunda during the month of May. The plaque in the Center
listing the recipients will be updated.

» Milliken/Adams/Kelley (MAK) Award — Egen reported that in a few weeks he will
have a complete video of the October 1, 2014, awards ceremony. Clark and Capuano
need to meet and discuss the exhibit. At this point, the press release should be released
for the MAK Award.

Promoting “Stewardship:

Michigan Historical Commission Meeting Minutes, April 16, 2015, Page 4



¢ Commissioners visited the third floor Archives processing area and viewed some of the
work going on to make new collections available to researchers and to place images of
some of the oldest maps online.
Sharing the Real Stories of Michigan:
» Marker Committee Recommendations/Cost of Markers/Marker Fund
¢ Prior to the meeting, Calvaruso distributed the February 24, 2015, Marker
Committee meeting minutes. The committee established three goals: encourage
two-sided markers, encourage the replacement or repair of damaged markers, and
provide pricing that encourages sustainability of the program but keeps costs to
sponsors in line with other states. Based on those objectives the committee
arrived at the following adjusted marker prices:

Two-post same text each side $3,750
Two-post different text each side  $3,900
Large wall mounted $2,800
One-post same text each side $2,600
One-post different text each side $2,700
Small wall mounted $1,900

After discussion, Johnson made a motion to approve the marker price adjustments
as presented; the motion was seconded by Calvaruso; and was passed
unanimously.

¢ Marker Installation and maintenance — A decision was made to include pictures or
architectural drawings in the marker sponsors packet to help them visualize the
best way to preserve and protect their new markers. Clark will work with Sewah
Studios on solutions and recommendations.

¢ Marker Fund Guidelines — The committee recommended that the Marker Fund
maintain a reserve balance of $10,000 plus any other standing commitments.
Funds in excess would be available for marketing, repairs, grants, and increasing
the number of existing markers. The Marker Fund report was distributed prior to
the meeting. The report reflects approximately $31,000 of available funds.
Calvaruso made a motion to adopt the policy of maintaining a reserve Marker
Fund balance of $10,000 plus any other standing commitments; the motion was
seconded by Micka, and the motion passed on a 7-1 vote.

» Marker Status Report

¢ The Marker Status report was distributed prior to the meeting. Commissioners
should notify Mary Patrick as to which marker dedications they are willing to
attend.

» Public Process Improvement

¢ Application Process — Application materials were distributed prior to the meeting.
Previously two applications were being used; they were combined into one.
Commissioners were asked to review the application and provide any comments
to Clark by April 30, 2015.

¢ On-line — Mark Harvey demonstrated the marker segment of
SeekingMichigan.org that is currently under development. Still to come is a
Michigan Historical Markers landing page for easy access to this segment.
Michigan Historical Center staff is working on the best way to add markers to this
site. Clark noted the process will go faster if the Michigan Historical Center has
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additional funds to hire student assistants. Commissioners suggested creating a
checkilist of the items needed from a marker dedication ceremony to assist in
maintaining a complete database. Current suggestions for the checklist include
exact GPS coordinates, three to five photos (one past historic site photo, one of
the setting/building, and one of the actual marker), and a program from the
dedication ceremony. Commissioners should sort through any photos they may
have from previous dedications and send the best three to five photos for each
dedication to Mary Patrick. A future Commission meeting agenda topic will be
how the SeekingMichigan.org marker data can be utilized in a mobile application.
> 60™ Anniversary Commemoration

¢ It was agreed to make the 60" Anniversary Commemoration of the Michigan
Historical Marker program a key agenda item at the June 23, 2015, Michigan
Historical Commission meeting.

» Michigan Heritage Leadership Council

¢ At the February 18, 2015, meeting, Daniel Spegel was introduced as the new
Heritage Trail Coordinator. A kick-off meeting for the Kal-Haven Trail project
has been set for April 23, 2015. The DNR will soon announce a $250,000 trail
grant program that will include heritage projects as eligible work.

¢ The next Michigan Heritage Leadership Council meeting is scheduled for April
22, 2015.

Updates:
» Grant House — Continuing to move forward with the Grant House move.
» Civil War Sesquicentennial
¢ Egen reported the private land where the Michigan monument is to be located is
being acquired by the Civil War Trust. The 400-square foot easement previously
acquired will remain intact and plans for the monument will continue.
¢ Egen reported that the events held at The Henry Ford featuring Lincoln’s chair
were very successful.
¢ Asthe end of the Civil War Sesquicentennial closes in, Egen suggested having
some type of final ceremony to signify the end. In June 1866, Michigan’s
governor asked all of the veterans to turn in their flags at the state capitol. It may
be appropriate to have the final ceremony during the month of June 2016. That
would also provide a date to complete a comprehensive list of the various Civil
War related initiatives and events that took place throughout Michigan’s
commemoration of the war.

» Governor’s Decision Room — Clark distributed a brochure about the Governor’s Decision
Room and shared that there is also an online video. Commissioners should share this
information with any high school teachers who might be interested.

» MHC Membership — Clark distributed a Michigan Historical Center membership
brochure. She explained that the Michigan History Foundation is taking the lead on
establishing a membership base. Representing the Historical Society of Michigan,
Commissioner Wagenaar expressed his organization’s concern about the confusion this
new membership program for the Center may cause. HSM has historically been the
membership-based state historical organization, going back to the founding of the
Michigan Historical Commission and giving over the Society’s historical collections to
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the Commission that now are part of the Center’s collections. This membership initiative
will further add to the confusion between the membership-based Society and the state
government operated Center which already exists. Wagenaar also noted the impact of the

Friends of Michigan History no longer offering Michigan History magazine as a benefit,
which is not part of the new membership package being offered by the Foundation that
supplants the Friends offering. HSM is also concerned as to how this membership
program will be marketed.

Field Sites exhibits — New exhibits are going in at Walker Tavern, Fayette, Sanilac, and
the Iron Industry Museum. Clark recently met with Frank Foster regarding the Father
Marquette memorial site and a potential donor wanting to assist with funding. Clark will
continue to update the Commission as things progress.

Old Business/Commissioner Reports:

>

>

>

>

Women’s Hall of Fame — Wagenaar noted that an announcement has not been made on
the nominees at this time.

Clark shared that Janell Keyser is graduating from Eastern Michigan University and
completing her time with the marker program. Commissioners thanked her for her
excellent work.

Truscott shared that the Friends of Michigan will sponsor the 5" Regiment Band on June
6, 2015, at the Michigan Historical Center.

Micka circulated several historic photos of Monroe Harbor. On Sunday, May 3, 2015, a
Founder’s Day celebration will be held in Monroe.

» Wagenaar shared the Historical Society of Michigan’s premier issue of History for Kids

magazine.

Public Comment: None

The next meeting is scheduled for June 23, 2015, at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum.

Egen made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Micka, and the
meeting adjourned at 1:38 p.m.

s s A

Sandra S. Clark, Executive Secretary
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