
Michigan Historical Commission Meeting Minutes 
October 14, 2015 

Sawyer Homestead 
320 East Front Street 

Monroe,MI 

Commissioners in attendance: Joe Calvaruso (by phone), Joan Capuano, Jack Dempsey, Brian 
James Egen, Kimberly Johnson, Richard Micka, Susie Safford, Thomas Truscott and Larry 
Wagenaar. 
Staff: Sandra Clark, Michelle Davis 
Others: RoberfE. Clark, Mayor, City of Monroe; Jeanne Micka; Jerry Oley, Monroe County 
Board of Commissioners 

President Dempsey called the meeting to order at 10:22 a.m. 

Dempsey thanked Dick and Jeanne Micka for arranging the Commission's visit to Monroe and 
welcomed The Honorable Robert E. Clark, Mayor of Monroe. 

Mayor Clark welcomed the Commission to the Sawyer Homestead and to the historical city of 
Monroe. 

Approval of Agenda: Micka made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded 
by Truscott and was unanimously approved. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: Wagenaar made a motion to approve the September 1, 2015, 
meeting minutes as amended; the motion was seconded by Safford, and was unanimously 
approved. 

Marker Program: 
~ Approval of Marker Applications: Rebecca Schmitt provided written background on 

two new marker applications: 
+ Genevieve Gillette 

The application was submitted by Christopher Graham and the site is owned by 
the National Park Service. The proposed marker location is near the ElDorado 
Park Landing, proximate to the Platte River, on the grounds of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore. The sponsor is requesting a large, two-post marker 
with different text on each side. 

This marker would commemorate the conservation work of Genevieve Gillette 
(1898-1986). She graduated from the Michigan Agricultural College in 1920 as 
the only female graduate in the school's first landscape architecture class. In 
1924, Gillette established her own landscape architectural practice in Detroit. 
Beginning in the 1920s, Gillette aided former classmate, Michigan state park 
superintendent, and later Director of the Michigan Department of Conservation 
Percy Hoffmaster to expand and promote Michigan's state park system. Gillette 



accomplished much of this work through volunteering with a variety of 
organizations, many of which she helped to found. These included the Michigan 
Natural Areas Council, Michigan Parks association, and the Michigan Wilderness 
and Natural Areas Advisory Board, among many others. Through the Michigan 
Parks Association, she lobbied for the acquisition of new parks, the preservation 
of existing parks, and the development of new funding sources for state parks. 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore is among the parks she lobbied the state 
to acquire. 

Schmitt recommended approval of this maker application. 

+ Walker Tavern 
The application was submitted by the Friends of Walker Tavern with a proposed 
marker location outside near the Tavern. The sponsor is requesting a large, two
post marker with different text on each side. 

This marker would be a replacement for a 1958 marker removed in the 1970s as 
part of the widening ofUS12. The marker would commemorate the Walker 
Tavern, built in 1832. The tavern is significant as it is located on the comer of 
US 12 and M50, both major historic transportation routes. The tavern and an 
associated nearby hotel served travelers throughout the 19th and 20th century. 
Church services and political rallies were also held at the tavern in the 19th 
century. The property was owned by the Dewey and Hewitt families until 1966 
when it was sold to the State of Michigan. The Tavern is currently a Michigan 
state historic site. 

Schmitt recommended approval of the marker application. 

Egen moved to approve both marker applications as recommended; the motion was 
seconded by Capuano, and they were unanimously approved. 

Jerry Oley, Monroe County Board of Commissioners, welcomed the Commission, saying it was an 
honor to have the Commission visit Monroe. He also expressed appreciation to all who preserve 
history and ensure that the children oftoday.know about their past and those that came before them. 

Y Marker Fund and Status Reports, State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
Agreement 

+ The Marker Fund and Status reports were distributed prior to the meeting. 
• Johnson noted there are nine applications waiting for additional information 

from the sponsor, two applications that have been sent to the sponsor for 
text approval and three applications that are being worked on by the marker 
research assistant. If the five applications that are either with the sponsor or 
with the research assistant are completed, it will exceed the projections for 
the year, increasing the cash flow and continuing to move things forward. 

• Clark said that in order to make the program more efficient, new marker 
applications are not being presented to the Commission until they have 
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sufficient documentation. For example, sponsors who provide no primary 
source documentation are asked to do so before the Commission reviews the 
application. This ensures that work on the marker text can go forward as 
soon as Commission approval is received. 

• Dempsey asked about the Port Huron Statement marker. Clark reported the 
last contact with the sponsor suggested they were still raising funds to 
purchase a marker. 

• Johnson asked about ways to move forward with the $10,000 in funds set
aside for Conservation markers. One possibility is to use it as leverage to 
assist sponsors. Another option discussed in the past is to update each of the 
four markers that currently refer to the Great Lakes that Michigan touches. 
Calvaruso agreed to take this topic to the Marker Committee and make a 
recommendation at the next regularly scheduled Commission meeting. 

+ SHPO Agreement- After lawyers looked at the existing Memorandum of 
Agreement and the Granholm Executive Order giving the Historical Marker 
Program and the State Register to the Michigan Historical Center, all parties 
involved agreed that it was not necessary to have a new agreement between 
DNRIMHC and SHPO. The final step will be to cancel the existing 
Memorandum of Agreement. The official State Register, an actual handwritten 
register done in chronological order, has been turned over to MHC. 

)- 60th Anniversary Commemoration 
+ Clark distributed items related to the 60th Anniversary Commemoration. 
+ Clark registered for the October 24, 2015, USA Today 's "Make a Difference 

Day." A DNR press release was issued. It is also being promoted on the MHC 
website. 

+ Clark reported that Mark Hoffman has offered additional support during the fall 
and winter months from other DNR divisions to obtain photographs and GPS 
coordinates on markers throughout Michigan. Clark noted the suggestion of 
having DNR staff clean the markers while gathering the necessary information. 

+ To commemorate the 60th Anniversary, Truscott did a presentation on the 80 
marker dedications he has had the privilege of doing throughout the State of 
Michigan. Each marker has a special story to tell and Truscott has been honored 
to be part of such a strong program. 

Milliken/ Adams/Kelley (MAK) Award 
)- Capuano announced that the MAK Award ceremony for Kerry Chartkoffhas been 

postponed. Matt VanAcker, nominator of the recipient, proposed combining the. MAK 
Award with the Save the Flags Commemoration scheduled in Lansing for July 9, 2016. 
After discussion, the Commission agreed to this proposal. 

)- Capuano asked Clark to issue a press release in January 2016 to announce that new 
nominations will be accepted for the MAK Award. 

Historic District Study Committee Report 
)- Baker's Keyboard Lounge Local Historic District, Detroit 
)- The Earl Young Buildings, Charlevoix 
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Micka made a motion to accept the Historic District Study Committee Reports; the 
motion was seconded by Johnson and was unanimously approved. 

Legislation: 
>- Safford distributed a report from the Commission Workgroup conference call with DNR 

Director Creagh on October 5, 2015, prior to the meeting. It cited three concerns: 
+ A Commission that is not only advisory, it is a group of"doers." 
+ A marker database that has been very difficult to get up and running, possibly 

because there is not enough administrative support to do the work. 
+ The lack of working together with other divisions within DNR and other state 

departments. There is a need to open up communications and break through the 
silos that have been in place for many years. 

Johnson noted that in her conversatiqn with Director Creagh they discussed ways of 
redeploying existing assets and streamlining productivity. The overall outcome is to 
ensure that both the Commission and history have their place in state government and 
that place does not change when leadership changes. Johnson pointed out that the marker 
program is an underutilized asset and could be a very powerful tool. 

Egen noted that regardless of whether or not this Commission is an advisory group or 
something else entirely there is a lot of work being done. He would like to see it move 
forward with fewer silos and see it e:rnbraced in a way that is part of an alignment with 
the DNR. However, if the work is not aligning with DNR administration, then the 
Commission should be told to recommit their energy elsewhere. Johnson commented 
that alignment can be misleading; even if the alignment between the Commission and the 
DNR appears perfect, if there is no staff or resources it can only go so far. Wagenaar 
mentioned there is staff working on heritage in Michigan for the DNR. Clark noted 36 
staff members at the Center. Wagenaar also noted there is an important role for non
governmental history to play in the state. Johnson clarified she is aware that there is staff 
working in this area, just not enough.staff. Clark noted a recent exercise with MHC 
administration had division chiefs contemplate how much staff was needed and in what 
areas in order to complete that division's goals. They determined MHC would need three 
additional employees. Clark believes the DNR truly is a good fit for the Commission. 
Johnson mentioned that 3 6 states have history within the DNR. 

Safford noted the reason the Commission went forward with "Draft 1" legislation was to 
get the DNR's attention. She indicated that with the department's attention, it is time for 
further discussion. 

Clark thanked the Commissioners on behalf of Director Creagh for all of the 
conversations and the time spent on discussing these matters. Director Creagh is looking 
forward to further discussion at the meeting scheduled for October 29, 2015. Safford 
reciprocated with thanks to Director Creagh for the time he has put into discussing the 
Commission's concerns. 
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Truscott observed that the Michigan Historical Center is one of the finest chronological 
museums in the country and is an asset to the state. We have grown as a state because of 
our natural resources and history is tied to those natural resources. He also noted that the 
marker program has become what it is today because of the work that has been and 
continues to be done by MHC. 

Capuano noted during the conversation with Director Creagh it was refreshing to hear 
him say that both pieces of legislation are open for change. She encouraged everyone to . 
come to the October 29, 2015, meetmg with an open mind and a willingness 'to share 
ideas on the legislation. Calvaruso said that if he has learned anything from his past 
experience it is that good things come from conversation and with thinking outside-of
the-box. It seems the conversation regarding the Commission's legislation is long 
overdue and he is looking forward to discussing new ideas. 

Dempsey thanked Safford for her workgroup leadership. 

New Business: 
~ Dempsey noted that the Michigan Historical Commission meeting dates need to be 

scheduled for 2016. He proposed cancelling the December 2015 meeting in light of the 
newly scheduled October 29 meeting. He asked the Commission to respond to Michelle 
Davis with a proposed number of meetings for 2016, location ideas and suggestions on 
topics they would like to cover in the coming year. 

Old Business/Commissioner Reports: . 
~ Micka reported that Native Americans in Michigan are working with the DNR on 

creating a walk and bike path. He noted a recent newspaper article regarding a Civil War 
headstone grave dedication ceremony for Pvt. Joseph A. Fisher, an American Indian 
veteran. Micka also mentioned that on November 11, 2015, he will attend a meeting in 
order to speak on behalf of keeping the Lake Erie Metro Park open to the public. 

~ Clark noted that Senate Bill No. 523 (SB 523) has been introduced directing the DNR to 
lead an effort to bring state-wide history organizations, outside organizations, and the 
tribes together to inventory public interpretation of tribal culture and develop a plan for . 
promoting Native American heritage. The DNR supports SB 523. 

~ Clark also noted MHC recently received a small grant from Enbridge that will assist with 
moving forward on the Father Marquette site. 

~ Archaeology Day took place at MHC on Saturday, October 10, 2015, with 640 visitors 
and 93 volunteers. 

~ The Director's report was distributed prior to the meeting. Clark noted the online 
presence of Seeking Michigan is one of the major areas needing attention in the coming 
year. For the first time in MHC's hi~tory, a professional marketing firm, Giid Marketing; 
will begin working on MHC's marketing plan. 

~ Johnson asked for clarification on how interpretive programs are managed in the DNR 
State Parks that have heritage resources. She understands the DNR pays for the capital 
improvements and maintenance. Clark responded that the MHC is responsible for 
interpretive exhibits and program development in designated parks. MHC hires summer 
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interpretive staff in these parks but is moving towards expanding by training park staff 
and providing them with program materials. 

~ Johnson also asked about Idlewild and the Trails. Clark responded that the MHC heritage 
trail coordinator is helping with some trails. Idlewild has not seen much change in recent 
years. 

Public Comment: None 

A special Commission meeting has been scheduled for October 29, 2015. 

Capuano made a motion to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded by Egen and the 
meeting adjourned at 12:24 p.m. 

Sandra S. Clark, Executive Secretary 
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