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Covington Township Hall 
Applicant: Denver and Patricia Leinonen 
Marker Location: Next to front entrance of building, 13381 Center Street, Covington, Baraga Co. 
Requested Marker Type: Small, Wall-Mounted 
 
Built in 1934 using funds from the Civil Works Administration, Covington Township Hall was 
the location of all township government activities until 1986. The building replaced an earlier 
hall on the same site. Such civic organizations as 4-H held meetings in the hall. In 1986 
Covington Township government moved to a new multi-purpose building on M-28. The old hall 
was used for storage and occasional events until the Covington Historical Society began to use it 
as a local history museum in 1997. 
 
Recommend Approval. Sponsor provided excellent documentation.  
 
 
Old Shaftsburg School/Woodhull Township Hall 
Applicant: R. Michael Shaft 
Marker Location: On lawn, in front of building, 7315 W. Beard Road, Shaftsburg, Shiawassee 
Co. 
Requested Marker Type: Large, 2-post; different text on each side 
 
The Old Shaftsburg School was built in 1885 as a two-room, wood-frame schoolhouse for 
Woodhull Township School District #6. Approximately forty to seventy students, from 
Kindergarten - Eighth grades, were educated here. They learned such subjects as arithmetic, civil 
government, algebra, geography, grammar, orthography, penmanship, physiology, reading, 
United States history, agriculture, and “domestic art.” In 1962 the school district sold the 
building to Woodhull Township, which converted it into a Township Hall. The township 
renovated the hall and built a rear addition in 2005. The sponsor has requested that the marker 
also explain that Shaftsburg was named for John Peter Shaft, who platted the area that later 
became Shaftsburg, and that Woodhull Township was named for the Woodhull Family.  
 
Recommend Approval. Sponsor provided great documentation, which staff supplemented with 
school records from the Archives of Michigan.  
 
 
J.J. Deal & Son Carriage Factory/Kiddie Brush and Toy Company 
Applicant: Excel-Sterling LDHA LP 
Marker Location: In a landscaped area adjacent to the parking lot next to the building, 117 West 
Street, Jonesville, Hillsdale Co.  
Requested Marker Type: Large, 2-post; Same Text each side (Note: Staff will request applicant 
upgrade to different text on each side).  
 

Appendix A



This factory was built in three phases between about 1893 and 1909 for the J.J. Deal & Son 
Carriage Factory. In about 1908, Jacob J. Deal and his son, George Deal reorganized the 
company as the Deal Buggy Company (also often called the Deal Motor Vehicle Company), and 
they began producing automobiles. Deal autos included the “R” model and the “S” model. 
According to an advertisement, the “R” model had 30 horsepower, a windshield, speedometer 
and sold for $1,250. After Jacob J. Deal’s death in 1914, the business closed in 1915. From 1918 
to 1928, Universal Body Company used the factory to produce a variety of bodies for motor 
buses, Ford sedans, and truck cabs. A few different businesses used the building until it was 
purchased by the Kiddie Brush and Toy Company in 1937. The company produced such toys as 
brooms, carpet sweepers, mops, games, house cleaning sets, animals and Barbie accessories. In 
1970 the company moved to Ohio and the building was sold. Since then, multiple manufacturers 
used the building. It was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2015. Currently, it is 
being converted into Senior Apartments.  
 
Recommend Approval. Sponsor provided great documentation, which staff supplemented. 
 
 
Gaines Station Depot/Village of Gaines 
Applicant: Swartz Creek Area Historical Society 
Marker Location: Next to walkway at end of building, 103 W. Walker Street, Gaines, Genesee 
Co. 
Requested Marker Type: Small, 1-post; different text each side 
 
The community of Gaines Station (frequently called Gaines) began when the Detroit & 
Milwaukee Railway ran a railroad line through the area in about 1856. The line began at Detroit 
and eventually ended at Grand Haven, where passengers could board steamships to travel across 
Lake Michigan to Milwaukee. When the community was platted later, it was laid out in relation 
to the railroad line, rather than on a north-south axis. The Village of Gaines was incorporated in 
1875. In 1884 the yellow and red brick depot was built by Messrs. Stitt and Nathaway, which 
replaced an earlier wooden structure. The railroad stopped using the line in 1957, and the depot 
fell into disrepair. In 1983 it was added to the National Register of Historic Places as part of the 
Genesee Avenue/Walker Street Historic District. In 1991 concerned citizens formed Gaines 
Station Incorporated and began restoring the building. Work was completed in 1997. The 
Genesee County Public Library began using the building in 1998.  
 
Recommend Approval. Sponsor provided great documentation, which staff supplemented.  
 
 
Nowlin Cemetery 
Applicant: Michael McCaffery, Director, Dearborn Heights City Libraries 
Marker Location: Close to Sidewalk, inside a chain-link fence, on Van Born Road, Dearborn 
Heights, Wayne Co.  
Requested Marker Type: Small, 1-Post; Same Text each side (Note: Staff will request applicant 
upgrade to different text on each side) 
 



This small, burial ground began as the cemetery for the Nowlin family, who were among the 
early Euro-American families to settle in the Dearborn area; John Nowlin moved his family from 
New York to Dearborn in the 1830s. His son, William Nowlin, wrote The Bark Covered House. 
Published in 1876, this book was Nowlin’s account of his childhood, growing up along Ecorse 
Creek in Dearborn. The cemetery’s earliest known grave is that of James A. Nowlin, William’s 
ten-year-old son, who died in 1853. In addition to the Nowlin family, other 19th century Euro-
American families were interred there, including the Whitmore-Bolles, Pennie, and Thompson 
families. The cemetery is now owned by the City of Dearborn Heights.  
 
Recommend Approval. Sponsor provided excellent documentation.  




