
Michigan Underwater Salvage and Preserve Committee 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 

Michigan Historical Center 
5th Floor, Board Room 

Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Meeting Minutes 

Committee Members - Present 
Ron Bloomfield - Public Member/Michigan Underwater Preserve Council (MUPC) 
Sandra Clark- Department of Natural Resources (DNR)/Michigan Historical Center 
Tom Graf- Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 
Gail Vander Stoep - Member representing Travel Michigan/Michigan State University 

Committee Members - Present Via Conference Call 
Terry Begnoche- Public Member/Whitefish Point 
Peggy Kurpinski - Public Member/SCUBA Experience 
Pete Lindquist- Public Member/Munising 
Wayne Lusardi - DNR/Michigan Historical Center 
Craig Milkowski - DNR/Law Enforcement Division (LED) 

Staff 
Michelle Davis- DNR/Michigan Historical Center 

Guest 
State Archaeologist Dean Anderson 

Members of the Public 
Daniel Friedhoff 
Bruce Lynn 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. A quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda 
On a motion by Bloomfield, seconded by Vander Stoep, the agenda was approved 
without changes. 

Approval of Minutes 
On a motion by Vander Stoep, seconded by Bloomfield, the November 14, 2014, meeting 
minutes were approved as amended. 

Public Comments 
No public comments 
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Committee Reports 
Law Enforcement 
Milkowski reported that an artifact has been purchased as part of an investigation. 

New Permit Applications 
No new permits have been received for 2015. The Comet safe recovery permit 
expired on December 31, 2014, and will need to be reapplied for in 2015. Bruce Lynn, 
Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum, has talked with individuals from Inland Seas and 
they are interested in partnering with others on the recovery of the Comet. There is 
also interest from a local television station of creating a documentary of the entire 
recovery process. 

Old Business 
Centralized Buoy Project 
The buoy permit application submitted to DEQ requested the placement of 222 
mooring buoys. DEQ issued the permit for the placement of 172 mooring buoys on 
167 shipwreck sites plus two natural features. The Lake Carriers Association 
corresponded with the Corps of Engineers and asked for the elimination of any 
mooring buoys within 1.5 miles of either side of the traditional shipping routes. This 
would result in the elimination of approximately 80 mooring buoys. The Corps of 
Engineers asked for a response from the DNR on the questions/concerns raised by 
the Lake Carriers Association. A response was drafted by Bloomfield and sent by 
DNR/MHC. The Corps of Engineers and the Coast Guard have no time restraints on 
issuing permits. Once the necessary permits have been issued, the next steps to 
include will be preparing a manual, training, implementation, and reporting. A 
discussion took place regarding the April deadline for Coastal Zone Management 
Program grant applications. It was noted that no grants may be applied for until the 
permits have been issued. 

Website 
DEQ has updated the website with some new maps. Future updates to the website 
will include: adding maps that include the centralized buoys locations and gaining 
publicity for the website. 

New Business 
Dr. Anderson has been approached with an account of the Griffon at a location off of 
Benzie County. This same account was first mentioned more than three years ago and 
recently it has gained interest from the media. Dr. Anderson and Clark have a meeting 
scheduled with two divers that reported the wreck. There is no evidence that the vessel 
dates to the 1 ih century. 
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Steve Libert of Great Lakes Exploration Group would like to take some sample of wood 
from the lake bottom site 20UM723. A discussion on the need for a permit has taken 
place. It was noted that the area has been an active fishery in the past. 

Member Updates 
Lindquist reported the shipwreck tours are doing well. The focus now is on regenerating 
interest in the preserve. He also noted the need for additional buoys and the supplies 
needed for buoys. 

Begnoche mentioned 2015 is the 40th anniversary of the Edmund Fitzgerald shipwreck, 
which should lead to a busy season at Whitefish Point. 

Kurpinski reported a very slow 2014 summer season with efforts to increase interest for 
the coming year. 

Lusardi reported on the new Pewabic exhibit at the Thunder Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary. He also mentioned that 2015 is the 50th anniversary of the Cedarville 
shipwreck. Thunder Bay is working with the Straits of Mackinac Shipwreck Museum on 
exhibit ideas to mark the anniversary. 

Bloomfield noted that the Michigan Underwater Preserve Committee has applied for 
501 (c)3 status. 

Graf suggested moving the May 6, 2015, Michigan Underwater Salvage and Preserve 
Committee meeting. The proposed date is Wednesday, April 29, 2015. Once a new date 
has been confirmed, notification will be sent to Committee members. 

Bloomfield moved to adjourn the meeting at 1:55 p.m. 


