Alternate Care Site

Many of you have identified an Alternate Care Sites for your facility. It is recommended that facilities identify at least two locations for alternate care sites. 
The Alternate Care Sites can be a building that is already being used for medical purposes, e.g. clinics and nursing homes or a building that is set up to shelter people and take care of their needs such as hotels. 

 It is recommended to secure one geographically close alternate site and one more distance alternate site. Based on some lessons learned disasters can affected a large geographical area so your closest site may not always be an acceptable option in an evacuation. 

 

Alternate Care Sites should be classified as to the type of resident it can accommodate. Pre-identify what equipment and supplies are already available on-site and what will need to be delivered. Also pre plan for staffing the alternate care site. It is highly recommended that after you verbally secure an alternate site you sign Memorandums of Understanding with the facilities to ensure their assistance in an emergency. 

Many facilities also find it beneficial to create pre-printed maps to the alternate care sites with a cover sheet that includes the alternate facility contact information. In the event of an evacuation, you should call the alternate site and report how many residents will be coming and what acuity level they are. This will ensure the facility can accommodate the residents. 

Consider doing joint evacuation training/drills with your alternate care sites to pre-identify any issues. 

