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Drive Safely Work Week, October 6-10, 2008 – Start Preparing Now! 
On average, your workers are more likely to die (on or off the job) from a traffic crash than any other 
cause.  One of the best ways to deep employees safe on the road is to educate them about safety and 
promote safe driving practices.  That’s why we’re inviting you to be a part of the National Drive Safely 
Work Week Campaign, October 6-10, 2008, sponsored by the Network of Employers for Traffic Safety.  
Employers across Michigan and the nation are taking this opportunity to improve the safety and health 
of their employees by preventing traffic related deaths and injuries.  For free resources and ideas on 
how to get involved visit http://www.trafficsafety.org/dsww08/dsww.asp  All you have to do to receive 
the free resources is to register and answer several very brief questions about your company. 
  
AAA Carolinas Concerned that Rising Fuel Prices Will Lead to Motorcycle Deaths 
Although motorcycle deaths are down this year in South Carolina, AAA Carolinas officials are worried 
that increased interest in motorcycles—and their fuel efficiency—will lead to more fatalities. Statewide, 
motorcycles represent 4 percent of registered vehicles but are involved in 11 percent of all fatal 
crashes. A contributing factor is helmet use—about 75 percent of riders who died in the last five years 
weren’t wearing one. AAA Carolinas reported that many new motorcycle buyers are middle-aged men 
who are getting bikes that are heavier, faster and bigger than the ones they had when they were 
younger. South Carolina is one of only two states that don’t include a section on sharing the road in its 
driver’s manual.  Source:  Independent-Mail, August 2, 2008 
 
Boston Researchers Hope Drivers, Pedestrians Can Share Space 
Traffic safety experts in Boston are taking a look at the city’s busiest intersections to see how they can 
be redesigned so drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists can coexist. Christopher Hart, director of urban 
and transit projects for the Institute for Human Centered Design, explains that the advent of sewers 
and fast-moving vehicles brought about curbs and the concept that certain areas belong to the vehicle 
and others belong to the pedestrian. Shared Space, which ruled for thousands of years beforehand, 
forces cars and pedestrians to occupy the same area. In recent history, road design has focused on 
the efficient movement of cars. People jaywalk because they don’t know how long they’ll have to stand 
there until the light turns—giving them that information might encourage them to wait. Guiding 
pedestrians to the safest path, putting pathways right next to the street in drivers’ line of sight and 
raising sidewalks so drivers have to come up on the pedestrians’ turf might help make intersections 
safer. Simple countermeasures like raising meter rates to match the price for parking in a garage could 
prevent drivers from circling the block and increasing traffic. For more information, go to 
http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/magazine/articles/2008/08/10/the_future_of_crossing_the_street/  
Source:  Boston Globe Sunday Magazine, August 10, 2008  
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Latest Traffic Safety News 
  
Fewer Toll Road Users Mean Less Revenue for Maintenance, Repairs 
In an attempt to cut back in other areas to compensate for high gas prices, some drivers are avoiding 
toll roads, bridges and tunnels. The practice causes declines in the revenue that’s used for repairs and 
maintenance. “Everyone’s talking about increasing tolls” for the first time since 1981, said an official 
from West Virginia’s parkways authority. Revenue is also down in Florida, Maine, Indiana, New Jersey 
and Illinois. Ridership is down but revenue is up on Michigan’s Mackinac Bridge, only because they 
increased tolls. For more information, go to http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-07-30-
Tolls_N.htm  Source:   USA Today, July 30, 2008 
 
Management Tools Exist to Counter Workplace Fatigue 
Managers can help control fatigue risk at several different levels. The seven risk levels and their 
methods of control are: 

1. Adequate staff-workload balance: Are enough trained staff on duty to handle the workload? 
Method of Control: proportional 24/7 staffing taskload analysis.  

2. Adequate sleep opportunity: Is the shift schedule shortening the amount of time an employee 
has to sleep? Method of Control: Shift scheduling, overtime policies, fatigue risk analysis.  

3. Adequate sleep obtained: Is the employee making best use of his/her opportunity to sleep? 
Method of Control: Education, training, sleep disorder screening.  

4. Adequate work environment: What aspects of the work environment may contribute to fatigue 
and loss of alertness? Method of Control: Workplace design, rest policies.  

5. Fatigue-related behaviors: Are there weaknesses in the policies and procedures that detect 
fatigue-impaired employees? Method of Control: Behavioral check list, alertness monitor.  

6. Fatigue-related errors: How are employee errors and near-misses handled? Method of 
Control: FACTS incident analysis software.  

7. Fatigue-related incidents: Was fatigue a cause of the incident? Method of Control: 
Investigation addressing levels 1-7.  

Source:  Managing 24/7 e-newsletter, Circadian, July 31, 2008 
 
Updated Crash Data Collection Guideline Now Available 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and Governors Highway Safety Association 
released the third edition of the Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria (MMUCC). The MMUCC is a 
voluntary guideline that helps states gather reliable crash data. The states then use the data to identify 
traffic safety problems, set performance measures, monitor programs’ progress and allocate 
resources. The guide was first published in 1998 and has been updated every five years since. Grants 
are available under section 408 of SAFETEA-LU to encourage states to become MMUCC compliant. 
For more information, go to www.mmucc.us Source: GHSA news release, July 27, 2008 
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Delaware Billboards Outline Costs of Speeding 
A new set of billboards in Delaware highlight the costs of speeding: economic, legal and personal. One 
warns drivers that every 5 mph over 60 costs them 20 cents a gallon. The message plays off public 
concern about the weak economy and high gas prices. Two other billboard ads focus on the threat of 
enforcement and the “ultimate cost of speeding,” loss of life. The messages are part of Delaware’s 
campaign against aggressive driving, funded by the Office of Highway Safety. In 2007, 62 percent of 
the state’s fatal crashes were caused by aggressive driving, with speeding cited most frequently as a 
factor. During the first month of the Stop Aggressive Driving campaign, officers issued 840 speeding 
citations. For more information, go to 
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080811/NEWS02/308110006/1007 . 
Source:  The News Journal, August 11, 2008  
 
Illinois Legislation Would Require Reporting Cell Phone Use in Crashes 
Last year in Illinois, cell phone use was the primary or secondary cause of 1,357 crashes, resulting in 
eight deaths and 351 injuries. Of those crashes, 442 drivers failed to reduce speed, causing a wreck. 
The data from the Illinois Department of Transportation is a lowball figure because police don’t always 
report cell phone use after crashes. Illinois is one of 33 states where legislation has been introduced 
this year to combat distracted driving due to technology. The state’s resolution would require police 
reports to indicate whether a crash involved cell phone use. A distracted driving task force 
recommended banning talking on cell phones while driving near schools and text messaging behind 
the wheel. Under a recommended law, distracted drivers causing death could face three years in jail, a 
$25,000 fine and revocation of their licenses for a year upon conviction. For more information, go to 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/transportation/chi-getting-around-11-
aug11,0,2379176.column. Source: Chicago Tribune, August 11, 2008  
     
Advancing Technology   
    
Company Will Offer TV, GPS and Safety All in One Device 
A startup company soon will roll out a nationwide service that combines television, navigation and 
safety in one device. ICO Global Communications Inc. recently spent half a billion dollars to launch the 
world’s largest commercial satellite. The service is designed for screens 7 to 15 inches wide on the 
seat backs of cars. In-car assistance, GPS navigation and 10 to 15 channels of live TV will be 
available. The service will work everywhere and allow for two-way communication for a fee of $15 to 
$25 a month. "We think this is going to appeal to families, obviously to kids; it's meant to appeal to 
everybody in the car," ICO’s CEO said. "I think the market is going to be as big for it as satellite radio." 
Currently nobody provides national access to TV, navigation and in-vehicle safety in one device. For 
more information, go to http://washingtontimes.com/news/2008/aug/04/tv-gps-safety-all-in-one/  
Source:  Washington Times, August 4, 2008  
     
News from USDOT   
    
NHTSA Releases Report on Number of People Saved by Air Bags 
Air bags have saved more than 27,000 lives as of July 1, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimates. The report, “Counts of Frontal Air Bag Related Fatalities and Seriously 
Injured Persons,” admits air bags are lifesavers but constitute a danger in some situations. Air bag 
related incidents have killed 177 children, 93 drivers and 13 adult passengers. For more information, 
go to www.nhtsa.dot.gov and click on the National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA) button. 
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NHTSA Requests Input on Guidance Regarding Imports 
By 2006, 140 million tires in the United States were imported. As the number of vehicle and equipment 
imports has grown, so has the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) scrutiny 
through compliance testing and defect investigations. NHTSA requested public comments on best 
importer practices to help make sure the equipment is safe. Comments from the public, importers and 
manufacturers were due Aug. 7.   
     
International Traffic Safety News  
    
Survey Shows Large Fleets Have Safety Policies in Place 
Most large fleets in the UK are implementing thorough policies and risk assessments, leading the way 
in driver safety. A Kwik-Fit Fleet and Roadsafe survey found that 86 percent of companies have 
policies in place. Nearly three-quarters of these work to identify high-risk drivers, and 65 percent 
implement on-road and in-house training. Virtually all of the companies surveyed knew the implications 
of the Corporate Manslaughter Act. More than half of large-fleet managers conduct regular safety 
checks, such as monitoring tire and fluid levels.  Source:  FleetNews, August 8, 2008 
 
Nissan’s New Gas Pedal Pushes Back to Drivers with Lead Feet 
Nissan Motor’s new “ECO Pedal” system makes the gas pedal push upward when motorists are 
accelerating too fast. The system calculates the most efficient rate of acceleration based on how fast 
fuel is burned, among other factors, and makes the gas pedal press upwards to alert speedy drivers. A 
meter on the dashboard also flashes and changes colors to reinforce the message. Nissan said the 
system can help improve fuel efficiency by 5-10 percent. Drivers can decide to turn the option off. For 
more information, go to http://www.usatoday.com/money/autos/2008-08-04-nissan-gas-pedals_N.htm  
Source:  USA Today, August 4, 2008 
 
European Commission Tests 6 ‘Intelligent Road’ Projects 
A European Commission project is testing cars that warn drivers about potential crashes and 
“intelligent” roads that lead motorists to available parking spaces. Experts hope the project will improve 
safety and lessen traffic jams on Britain’s congested roads. In-vehicle computers will communicate 
with each other to get information about road hazards and traffic tie-ups. Vehicles also will provide 
authorities with information about road conditions. Researchers are testing the technology in six 
locations around Europe. One of the systems up for testing is technology in parking spaces that 
announce when they’re empty and use GPS to guide drivers to the space. 
Source:  Telegraph, August 3, 2008 
 
Drivers Must Remember to be Careful Morning after They Drink 
Nearly one-fifth of drunk driving arrests occur the morning after a night out, when drivers still have 
alcohol in their systems. The Crown Prosecution Service is not concerned how careful a driver was the 
night before if they drive with too much alcohol in their system the next day. In many cases a drunk-
driving arrest leads to a ban, which could mean a professional driver would lose his or her job. Some 
fleet managers have prevented the problem by training their staffs. Source: FleetNews, July 31, 2008 
 
Britain Announces Plan for Motorcycle Safety 
Britain’s road safety minister, Jim Fitzpatrick, has published plans to tackle the number of motorcyclists 
killed or injured on the country’s roads. The Motorcycling Strategy Action Plan includes new TV and 
radio THINK! ads to encourage drivers to watch for motorcycles.  Source: FleetNews, July 31, 2008  
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Work-Home  
    
AAA Warns Drivers to Slow Down before School Year Starts 
AAA urges motorists to slow down and watch for children in residential neighborhoods and school 
zones in preparation for the 56 million children who are heading back to school this month. The 
“School’s Open—Drive Carefully” campaign consists of posters, magnets, bumper stickers, handouts 
and media relations to reach motorists. During a 2003 national observation survey, nearly half of 
vehicles in school zones and neighborhoods did not come to a complete stop at stop signs. Nearly a 
third of drivers violated stop signs when a child pedestrian was present. Source: AAA, August 6, 2008 

 


