
MICHIGAN COMMISSION ON SERVICES TO THE AGING 
Michigan Office of Services to the Aging 

300 E. Michigan Avenue, 3rd Fl; Lansing, MI 
November 18, 2011 @10:00 A.M. 

 
MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Commission Kennedy called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M. 
 
Commissioner Kennedy welcomed the Commissioners.  This was followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The Commission roll call was taken and a quorum was present. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT 
Jerutha Kennedy, Shannon English, Gerald Irby, Kathleen Johnston-Calati, Harold 
Mast, Donald Newport, Anthony Pawelski, Michael Sheehan, Ramesh Verma, Janice 
Wilson, and Kristie Zamora. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT (Excused) 
Owen Bieber, Jeffery Schade, Amne Talab and James Wright. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT (Un-excused) 
None. 
 
OFFICE OF SERVICES TO THE AGING (OSA) STAFF PRESENT 
Kari Sederburg, Eric Berke, Carol Dye, Sherri King, and Wendi Middleton. 
 
VISITORS/GUEST PRESENT 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Kennedy asked to include a State Advisory Council on Aging (SAC) 
Update by Commissioner Pawelski and Wendi Middleton in the Information and 
Comments section of the agenda. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sheehan to approve the amended agenda.  
Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously 
with a voice vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF COMMISSION MINUTES 
Commissioner Sheehan requested the minutes be amended to remove his name as 
voting on a business item, as he was absent. 



 2

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Pawelski to approve the October 21, 2011, 
amended meeting minutes.  Commissioner Mast seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved unanimously with a voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Mast if they would receive the minutes from the Public Hearing. 
 
Carol Dye stated those notes can be sent once they are completed. 
 
INFORMATION FROM INDIVIDUALS OR DELEGATIONS CONCERNING AGENDA 
ITEMS 
None. 
 
OSA DIRECTOR REPORT 
Chairperson Kennedy asked Director Kari Sederburg for her report. 
 
Director Sederburg stated she met with the Governor, Lt. Governor, State Budget 
Director, and other key staff to discuss OSA’s goals, noting the Governor’s support of 
the Aging and Disability Resource Centers, the Community Living Program, particularly 
the Alzheimer and Dementia training, as well as the Elder Abuse Legislation.  The 
Governor also attended another meeting she was in and he talked about the importance 
of wellness and prevention programs, like those at OSA. 
 
Director Sederburg stated recently, there was unfavorable press regarding meals on 
wheels in Wayne County.  She learned Wayne County decided to make all home 
delivered meals from scratch, as well as commit to eliminating the wait list, noting the 
positive press that followed as a result. 
 
Director Sederburg stated DTE Energy Foundation donated $100,000 to five Area 
Agencies on Aging for the Holiday Meals on Wheels.  They recruited DTE volunteers as 
well, noting last year they had 700 DTE employees and family members volunteer in 
Detroit, who served about 5700 meals for the winter holidays. 
 
Director Sederburg stated the 18 bill package of elder abuse bills passed out of Senate, 
and is now in the House in the Families, Children and Seniors Committee, noting OSA 
is working diligently with the AAAs and Elder Abuse Coalition to educate and advocate 
the legislature and the public.  She will send a summary of the elder abuse bills. 
 
Director Sederburg stated the integrated care, dual eligible project for the 200,000 plus 
individuals in Michigan who qualify for both Medicare and Medicaid has convened four 
workgroups comprised of advocates, service providers, AAAs, health plans, and a 
number of other individuals.  The four workgroups are focused on service array and 
provider network; care coordination; performance measurements and quality; and 
education outreach and enrollee protections, with at least two representatives from the 
AAA’s within each workgroup.  Director Sederburg stated she would send the meeting 
dates, location and call in number to listen in on the meetings. 
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BUSINESS ITEMS 
Approval to Increase Grant Award to Administer the Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program 
Ms. King requested approval to increase the grant award to administer the Senior 
Farmers Market Nutrition Program (SFMNP). 
 
Ms. King stated the Michigan Integrated Food and Farming Systems reimburse farmers 
who accept SFMNP coupons, and the increased funding will continue to support their 
coupon reimbursement efforts, as well as the market evaluation program. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Newport to increase the grant award to 
administer the SFMNP as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Johnston-Calati. 
 
Ms. King will send a list of counties and what allocations have been given in the last 
year, as well as a report on what OSA has done to assist lead agencies encourage and 
publicize in the use of coupons. 
 
Discussion followed and the Commission approved with an 11-0-0 vote. 
 
Commissioner Irby asked if Ms. King could provide a presentation on the Farmer’s 
Market Program and Ms. King agreed she would do that at a future meeting. 
 
Approval of Direct Service Waiver for Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 
Services:  Region 3-A Area Agency on Aging  
Eric Berke, OSA staff, requested approval of the Direct Service Waiver for Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion Services:  Region 3-A Area Agency on Aging. 
 
Mr. Berke stated this is to amend AAA Region 3-A’s fiscal 2012 area plan to request a 
direct service waiver for Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Services.  Mr. Berke 
explained the City of Portage had been funding the Wellness Coordinator position at the 
Portage Senior Center, but has decided to eliminate funding as of December 31, 2011.  
This waiver would allow Region 3-A to contract directly with the Wellness Coordinator in 
order to continue the evidence-based disease prevention services, while seeking a 
foundation grant to replace the funds that will no longer be available from Portage. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Sheehan to approve a Direct Service Waiver for 
Disease Prevention and Health Promotion Services:  Region 3-A Area Agency on Aging 
as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Zamora. 
 
Discussion followed and the Commission approved with an 11-0-0 vote. 
 
INFORMATION AND COMMENTS 
State Advisory Council (SAC) Update 
Commissioner Pawelski and Wendi Middleton were asked to present on the SAC. 
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Ms. Middleton requested approval of a blanket extension to current SAC members 
whose terms have expired, to May 31, 2012. 
 
Ms. Middleton explained the process of the nomination process, with the application 
submission ending on January 27, 2012.  The review committee will meet in February, 
bring findings and recommendations to the Commission meeting in March, and new 
members will start in June. 
 
Commissioner Pawelski stated three Commission members are needed to serve on the 
nomination panel, along with Commissioners Kennedy and Pawelski.  Commissioners 
Mast, Sheehan and Zamora volunteered to serve on the panel. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Irby to approve the blanket extension to current 
memberships of the State Advisory Council whose terms are expiring, as presented.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sheehan. 
 
Discussion followed and the Commission approved with an 11-0-0 vote. 
 
Ms. Middleton stated the SAC bylaws need to be reviewed and recommended they start 
that process in January.  The review committee requires the inclusion of a SAC member 
and Michael Bartus volunteered.  She stated two more CSA members are required, in 
addition to Commissioner Pawelski, to serve on the committee. 
 
Commissioners Sheehan and Mast volunteered to serve on the review committee. 
 
Commissioner Pawelski thanked Commissioner Newport for attending the November 
SAC meeting. 
 
Commissioner Kennedy asked for a volunteer to join the January 26, 2012, SAC 
teleconference meeting and Commissioner Sheehan volunteered. 
 
Ms. Middleton stated the Commissioners would receive the SAC Technology Survey via 
e-mail and U.S. Mail. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The December meeting of the Commission on Services to the Aging has been canceled 
and the next meeting is scheduled for 10:00 A.M. on Friday, January 20, 2012, via 
teleconference, at the Michigan Office of Services to the Aging, 300 E. Michigan Ave, 
3rd Floor in Lansing. 
 
The next SAC meeting will be held on January 26, 2012, via teleconference at the 
Michigan Office of Services to the Aging, 300 E. Michigan Ave., 3rd Floor in Lansing. 
 
Director Sederburg stated OSA staff will have their holiday party on Wednesday, 
December, 21, 2011, and all Commissioners will receive an invitation. 
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Commissioner Kennedy wished OSA staff, Commissioners, and their families a very 
blessed holiday on behalf of the entire Commission. 
 
ADJOURN 
A motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Pawelski.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Wilson. 
 
The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Kennedy adjourned the meeting at 10:50 A.M. 


