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Introduction

Welcome to the December edition of the MichiganCAP newsletter. In this edition
you will read Dear Abby’s response to a concerned counselor, the location of the

new help and support documentation, and an update of the MichiganCAP training
sessions.

Merry Christmas from the Outreach team
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With Apologies to Dear Abbey

Q: | have checked out the Michigan College Access Portal and... well... | think I'm
falling in love. How can | find out more about MichiganCAP so that | can be sure
about my feelings?

- Ml Counselor, Anytown High School

Dear Counselor;

First of all, you need to recognize that these feelings are totally normal and
natural. Many of your counselor colleagues feel the same way, so understand that
you are not alone.

| will tell you what | have told the others; if you want to know if your feelings are
true and whether or not the relationship has any chance at a long and rewarding
future, you simply must spend quality time together. There is no substitute for
REALLY getting to know each other. How can you do that with MichiganCAP?
Easy. It’s all there, in the High School Counselor User Guide which you can get to
by clicking on “Support” at the bottom of the MichiganCAP homepage
(www.michigancap.org).

It sounds as if you think this might be the one. | wish you the best of luck in your
journey together and | hope it leads you on the road to happiness.

llAbbeyII

(Note to others: Also recently posted on MichiganCAP, the Student and Parent
User Guide, Student FAQs, and Counselor FAQs.)



Help and Support

User guides and FAQs are available for download at the bottom of the home page.
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MichiganCAP Training Update

“If it's Wednesday, this must be Muskegon”, the Michigan Department of
Education College Access & Outreach (CAO) staff member thought to themselves
as they wheeled their state vehicle into another town for a day of MichiganCAP
training. The fall season has FLOWN by for the CAO unit with the September
launch of the portal, the preparation of materials and presentations, the many
training sessions conducted, along with other outreach programs, meetings and
conferences. Of course, our colleagues in the schools and college campuses also
know the “fall rush” feeling all too well. But, don’t worry, we only have the
“holiday rush”, the “start of semester rush”, and the “spring rush” to go and the
cycle will be complete. It’s tiring just writing this!

As mentioned, the CAO unit has been on the road this fall conducting training and
informational programs and workshops for a variety of audiences. Here’s a brief
update on what we’ve been up to lately:

e Presented MichiganCAP training and information sessions for hundreds of
school counselors, students, parents, and local college access network
members.

e Conducted sessions at conferences and workshops involving counselors,
college administrators, and college access professionals.

e Provided financial aid and financial literacy information at college fairs, aid
nights, and for local college access network organized events.

In addition, the CAO staff completed an office move from the Department of
Treasury to the Department of Education. Whew!!! Although a lot has changed
for us, our contact information remains the same (except for Patty Hill's e-mail
address which is now hillp@michigan.gov — was “hillpl”).

Here are some comments we’ve received regarding the MichiganCAP and our
training sessions:

“I liked that the portal was easy to use and also that it helps you to be able to build
a resume and such. Also, it gives you the ability to connect with colleges and
counselors/mentors”.

“I was already pretty familiar with the portal, but | am excited that my mentor is
learning about it as well. | think the portal will make college navigation a lot
easier”.

“Need in depth step-by-step instructions, curriculum — i.e., student handouts,
lessons, etc.”.



Contacts/Feedback.......

It is important that we hear from you. Please send any questions or suggestions
regarding the portal to:

Tom Freeland — Outreach Team Leader
FreelandT@Michigan.gov

Patty Hill — Outreach Team
HillP@Michigan.gov
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