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Information on Financial Aid and College Access

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
Michigan Deadline - March 1
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To be considered for most financial aid programs, students must file
the FAFSA after January 1 of their high school senior year and
each year thereafter when applying for aid. This can be done

online at www.fafsa.gov.

Priority consideration for State programs is given to students whose
application is received at the federal processor on or before March
1.

Looking for Information on Financial Aid...Watch this Video

If you are curious about financial aid, or want to learn more, M| Student Aid recently produced a
video explaining college financing resources. In this video, you will learn about the FAFSA process,
State financial aid programs, searching for scholarships, and resources provided by Ml Student Aid.

Click here to view the Financial Aid Overview video.

Available Now: 2016-2017 Financial Aid Common Mistakes

Financial Aid Information for Academic Year 2016-2017

Maximize your financial aid and
don’t make these...

COMMON MISTAKES

Click here to view MI Student Aid's newest publication to assist you
when filling out the FAFSA.

MI College Goal

MI Student Aid is proud to be a sponsor of Ml College Goal. We
encourage students and families to attend a MI College Goal event
where an expert can help in filling out the FAFSA. Assistance is
available for free at over 30 locations throughout the state.

For information on MI College Goal and locations/dates, please visit:
www.micollegegoal.org.

MI Student Story
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College students face many hurdles — and they are not always
financial ones. Choosing the right fit when you are looking at
college is a big part of success. One student learned that finding
the right environment for her has put her on a successful track to
graduation.

Rachel Zapata is able to celebrate her success as a senior at
Eastern Michigan University (EMU), but not without recalling her
past struggles...read more.
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2016 High School Counselor Workshop SAVE the DATE

Mark your calendars for the 2016 Michigan High School Counselor
’ Workshop, set for Friday, October 28, 2016. There will be over 30 host site
locations around the state. The theme of the 2016 workshop is, MI Student
SOVe’ The Aid - Helping Make College Accessible, Affordable, & Achievable.
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Don't miss out on these hot topics:

MiSSG Web Portal
2017-18 FAFSA Changes (including prior-prior year)
Special Populations
Federal/State Grants/Scholarships
Student Loans
College Access Resources
and more!

Reqgistration for this free workshop will be available Spring 2016.

College Savings Plans, Not Just for the Wealthy

One of the misconceptions about 529 college savings plans is it takes a lot of money to open an
account. While data shows most families who save in 529 accounts tend to be wealthier, there are
still a lot of middle-class and lower-income families using the plans.

Experts say, the minimum contribution to open an account is lower than what it used to be.
Michigan’s prepaid 529 plan—Michigan Education Trust (MET) now allows purchasers to buy in
credit hour increments. The new Pay-As-You-Go option allows parents, grandparents, and others to
purchase a contract by paying for one credit hour to begin with and then make contributions as low
as $25 a credit hour. The Michigan Education Savings Program (MESP) can be started with as little
as $25. Both plans offer Michigan residents tax advantages.

It is often recommended for purchasers to make recurring payments into the 529 account, but it is
not required. Parents can use milestones as an opportunity to contribute—if you have a toddler who
no longer needs diapers take a portion of that money and put it into college savings. Friends and
relatives can also use holidays and birthdays as an opportunity to contribute.
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Even saving a little for college is better than nothing. Every dollar saved is a dollar the student, or
parent, isn’t going to have to borrow later. According to a Washington Post article, Americans now
owe a record $1.3 trillion in student loans. “Some 50 million people in the U.S. hold a student loan,
slightly more than the number of people on Medicare and almost as many as those receiving Social
Security benefits.”

To find out more about MET visit wwvw.SETwithMET.com. More information about MESP can be
found at www.misaves.com.

Visit MI Student Aid's Web Site Today
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MI Student Aid

Saving & Planning Scholarships & Grants

About the Student Financial Services Bureau
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The Student Financial Senvices Bureau (SFSB), located within the Michigan Depantment of
Treasucy, enCOUraReEs SINents 10 PUIsLE POSISECONdary edutation by peoviong equaity of
FCCesS 10 student Nnancial resources and nformation. Through the 2dministration of vanous
student foantial assistance programs, Students receive the guidance and funding necessary 1o
parsue their educational goals.

Here you will find information about the following:

Saving & Planning for College
Michigan Education Trust (MET)
Michigan Education Savings Plan (MESP)
529 Plans

Scholarships & Grants
State Program Information, Eligibility Requirements, Applications
Planning for College Resources
MiSSG Web Portal Access
Michigan Institutions
MI Student Story

Student Loans
Financial Literacy and Resources
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Student Success
Your Student Loans

Qutreach Services
MI Student Aid Publications
MI Student Aid Videos
MI Student Aid Newsletters
Presentation Requests

Upcoming Events

February 11, 2016

6:00pm - 7:30pm

Warren Civic Center Library
College Scholarships and Grants
1 City Square

Warren, Ml 48093

February 20, 2016

10:00am - 2:30pm

Oakland Schools Conference Center
Show Me The Money Day 2016
2111 Pontiac Lake Road

Waterford Township, Ml 48328

February 25, 2016
5:00pm - 7:00pm
Portland High School
FAFSA Completion Night
1100 lonia Road
Portland, Ml 48875

February 25, 2016
6:00pm - 8:00pm

Holt High School

FAFSA Completion Night
5885 W. Holt Road

Holt, Ml 48842

March 8, 2016

4:30pm - 7:00pm

Schoolcraft College

Middle School College Night at Schoolcraft College
18600 Haggerty Road

Livonia, Ml 48152

March 9, 2016

3:30pm - 7:30pm

East Kentwood High School
6230 Kalamazoo Ave. SE
Kentwood, M| 49508

March 9, 2016
6:30pm - 8:00pm
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Romeo Engineering and Technology Center
College Night

62300 Jewell Road

Washington, M| 48094

March 18, 2016

9:00am - 11:00am

Mid Michigan Community College
College Day at MMCC

1375 S. Clare Ave.

Harrison, MI 48625

@ To help us better serve you in the future, please tell us about your

@ newsletter experience by answering five brief questions here.
Michigan Department of Treasury

MI Student Aid
Contact us at: mistudentaid@michigan.gov

sldent 2d

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on
your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions
or problems with the subscription service, please visit subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com.

This service is provided to you at no charge by Michigan Department of Treasury.

This email was sent to maureri3@michigan.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Michigan Department of Treasury - Lansing, Ml 48922 - 517-373-3200
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