
What is Community Solar ? 

Many current utility based solar promotion programs simply solicit extra investment 
from utility customers who pay a premium to support future solar development by the 
utility.  It is simply a donation to encourage solar development.  This is not Community 
Solar.   

Community solar allows utilities, developers and non-profits to “group fund” renewable 
energy systems where each subscriber receives their portion of the benefit based on 
their level of investment and the output of the system.  The actual generation of 
renewable energy does not occur at the subscriber’s home or business, but at an 
optimally located site. The best projects are structured so that the investment serves as 
a hedge against future energy cost increases, (benefits increase with inflating electricity 
costs). 



Why Community Solar ? 

I want to benefit from renewable energy generation, but … 
 

• I rent my apartment, or business location  
• I live in a multi-tenant building (a condo or home-owners assoc.)  
• I have problematic roof or yard space (too shady, too small)  
• I don’t have available funds for a costly system 
• I am not interested in owning on-site generation (maintenance 

responsibility, aesthetic issues, etc.) 

DOE estimates less than 30% of homes and 
businesses in the US have solar access 



 Shared and Community Solar  

 Getting to Scale  
 

  DOE SunShot Workshop, October 21, 2013     Chicago, Ill 



Conference Presenters 
DOE SunShot Staff 
Excel Energy 
Clean Energy Collective 
MOSAIC 
APA 
IREC 
SMUD 
Solar Gardens Institute 
Community Power Network 
Nat Rural Electric Coop Assoc 
Vote Solar Initiative 
SmartPower 
First Energy Finance 
Clean Power Finance 
Cutting Edge Capital 
Solar One 
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Encouraging Solar Locally
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Investing in Community

Investing Money Wisely

Reducing Electric Bill

Making Profit

Why Are You Participating in SUN? 

Less Important  -  More Important 



Greentech Media 

Investment Crowd Funding – Legal in Michigan 



When there is a huge oil spill, it is a disaster!  



Contact Info:  www.glrea.org/ 
Dave Konkle,  konkle@toast.net 

Michigan Renewable Energy Fair – 2014      June 27-28 

June 27th (Professional - Technical Day) 

Ingham County Fairgrounds 

mailto:konkle@toast.net

