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Michigan Renewable Energy Certification System (MIRECS) 
.Attachment B  

 
MIRECS Operations and Cost Recovery Proposal 

 

Participation 
Participation in the Michigan Renewable Energy Certification System (MIRECS) 
is mandatory for entities desiring to establish regulatory compliance with PA 295 
of 2008.  Any party that registers with MIRECS and pays applicable fees (to be 
determined) may establish an account in the system.  MIRECS will only track 
certificates originating from generators/sources that meet the requirements of the 
above cited act. This includes Renewable Energy Credits (RECs), Advanced 
Cleaner Energy Credits (ACECs),Energy Optimization Credits (EOCs) and 
Michigan Incentive Renewable Energy Credits (Incentive Credits or ICs) means 
additional renewable energy credits to be granted  pursuant to 2008 PA 295, 
Sec. 39 issued pursuant to Sections 41, 43, 87 and 39 of the Act, respectively. 
Any other generator may participate in MIRECS at an adjusted fee schedule to 
account for the recovery of start-up costs of the tracking system.  
 
Establishing a MIRECS Account  
 
Any person or entity that wants to participate in MIRECS must establish a 
MIRECS account.  There is no limit to the number of separate accounts a 
company or individual may establish. Registrants will provide basic account 
registration information, such as account holder name, address, contact info etc. 
to the MIRECS Administrator through a secure web-page on the MIRECS 
website. The registrant will also be required to supply payment for any account 
registration fees.  An account in MIRECS will remain active until terminated.  
Termination can be initiated by the Account Holder by notifying the MIRECS 
Administrator.  

 
MIRECS will check all account registration or modified existing account entries 
for completeness. Mandatory fields that are not completed by the registrant will 
be flagged to the submitter through an error message.  
 
All Generator Owners who want MIRECS to create Certificates of Generation 
(Certificates) must first establish an account within the MIRECS system and then 
register the generating unit(s) with MIRECS. Registration with MIRECS does not 
imply or confer acceptance into, or eligibility for, any provider-developed 
Renewable Portfolio Standard programs. To register the generating unit(s), the 
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owner of the generating unit or the Responsible Party1 must submit to the 
MIRECS Administrator all of the following: 

• The MIRECS Account number to which the generation unit will be 
linked, 

• A completed on-line generator registration form containing information 
related to the characteristics of the generation unit and associated 
meter, 

• A completed Generator Registration Agreement outlining the terms 
and conditions of participation in MIRECS, 

• Any documentation requested by the MIRECS Administrator to verify 
the registration information, and 

• Generator registration fee, if applicable. 
 

Generating units that are jointly owned must privately appoint a single party to 
act as the Account Holder. To ensure that double-counting does not occur, 
generating units participating in MIRECS must have 100% of their generation 
output from that generating unit tracked by MIRECS. This will be a part of the 
Generator Registration Agreement.   

 
The generator registration process will occur on-line through a secured web 
portal interface with password protection. MIRECS will check all account 
registration or modified existing account entries for completeness. Mandatory 
fields that are not completed by the registrant will be flagged to the submitter 
through an error message. Optional data fields, if used, may be filled in when the 
facility initially registers or may be completed after account activation.  MIRECS 
will have the capability of recalling account holder information already keyed into 
the system. 
 
Generating units are registered on a revenue-meter basis. In the case where 
there is more than one generating unit associated with a single revenue meter, 
the Generator Owner or Responsible Party can register more than one 
generating units under one registration if, and only if, all of the generating units 
have the same “essential generation characteristics.”  
 
As a rule, the essential generating characteristics are any generator 
characteristics that may determine eligibility for a state renewable program for 
that resource type and are relevant to aggregate metering.  If the generating 
units associated with a single revenue meter do not have the exact same 
essential generation characteristics, the Generator Owner or Responsible Party 
has two choices—they can either install a new revenue meter(s) such that all 
generating units associated with a single meter have the same generation 
characteristics, or they can designate a percentage allocation on an MWh output 
basis for each different generation unit(s) associated with the revenue meter.  
For example, if there are two generating units (a biomass direct combustion 
                                                 
1 The Responsible Party is an entity to whom the Generator Owner has given the right of 
registration. 
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generation unit and a biomass gasification unit and technology type is considered 
an essential characteristic) associated with one revenue meter, the registrant 
would indicate that X% of the output as measured at the meter comes from the 
direct combustion unit and Y% comes from the gasification unit. Generators will 
be required to report to MIRECS within 30 days if there is a change of 5% or 
greater (up or down) from the expected generation allocation.  

 
A Multi-fuel Generation Unit is one that is capable of producing energy using 
more than one fuel type, where the quantity of each of the fuels used is greater 
than 1% annually on a total heat input basis, excluding fuels used for start-up.  
Such facilities must register with MIRECS as a Multi-fuel Generation Unit.  If the 
relative quantities of electricity production from each fuel can not be measured or 
calculated, and verified, the generator is not eligible to register in MIRECS.  

 
If a facility has more than one revenue meter, the Generator Owner or 
Responsible Party must register the generating units associated with each 
revenue meter separately, though generating units may be associated with a 
single Account. 
 
All mandatory and optional data in MIRECS will be verified. After verification, the 
MIRECS Administrator will link the generating unit(s) with the MIRECS Account 
number indicated on the registration form. One or more generating units may be 
associated with a single MIRECS account. As a result of this process, all 
Certificates created for that generating unit will be deposited into the account that 
is associated with each particular generating unit. 

 
Upon completion of the generator registration process, the MIRECS 
Administrator will verify the information provided to MIRECS by the registrant.  As 
a part of the registration process, the Account Holder must sign and submit to the 
MIRECS Administrator an affidavit declaration that the information being 
provided is true and correct.  In addition, the MIRECS Administrator may conduct 
site visits to further verify the information as needed.  The MIRECS Administrator 
will share generator information with state regulatory agencies when requested 

 
In the event data submitted is found to be false or if there is a discrepancy 
between the information submitted during the on-line registration process and the 
materials provided to verify the information, the MIRECS Administrator will notify 
the registrant that the information could not be positively verified. A process of 
either correcting the registration form, or withdrawing the registration form, or 
providing proof that the information on the registration form is correct will ensue 
between the MIRECS Administrator and the registrant until the MIRECS 
Administrator is satisfied that the information provided meets MIRECS standards 
for accuracy. 

 
MIRECS will be responsible for verifying any information submitted to MIRECS 
during the Generating Unit Registration Process. The Michigan Public Service 
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Commission (MPSC) will use the information collected and verified by MIRECS 
to conduct this determination.  The process for this is as follows. 

 
After a Generating Unit has registered with MIRECS, and all of the information on 
the registration form has been verified according to the method developed by the 
MPSC, the MPSC will have the option of asking the MIRECS Administrator to 
send them an electronic version of the registration information for all generating 
units in their jurisdiction. If the MPSC has exercised this option, the MIRECS 
Administrator will send an electronic message to the designated contact at the 
MPSC each time a Generating Unit meeting Act 295 requirements has been 
registered in MIRECS.  The MPSC reserves the right to conduct site visits or 
request additional information from a Generator to determine whether or not the 
facility meets all of the requirements of state statute.   

 
If the Generator Owner or Responsible Party wants to remove a generating unit 
from the MIRECS system, they can do so by notifying the MIRECS Administrator.  
The MIRECS Administrator will develop a form for this purpose.  The form will 
ask the Generator Owner or Responsible Party to specify the following 
information, including, but not limited to: 

• The date the generating unit should be/will be removed from the 
MIRECS tracking system2,   

• The name of the entity reporting the generation data, and 
• The account to which Certificates should be deposited (if the usual 

account for deposit has been closed).  
 

MIRECS will issue Certificates for any generation that occurs prior to the date of 
generating unit termination as instructed by the Generator Owner.  Because of 
the lag time between generation and Certificate issuance, this may mean that 
Certificates will be issued and deposited after the termination date, but only for 
generation that occurred prior to the termination date. Certificates will be issued 
for generation that occurred prior to the termination date, but whose meter 
reading came in within 45 days after the termination date. No Certificates will be 
issued for generation that occurs after the termination date.  If the account to 
which the generation unit is linked is also closed at the same time, the Generator 
Owner or Responsible Party must also specify the account to which any 
remaining Certificates that have not yet been issued should be deposited.  Any 
fractional MWhs (i.e. any kWhs) left on the generation activity log at the time of 
de-registration will be forfeited. 

 
If the MIRECS Administrator has cause to permanently suspend the Generating 
Utility’s participation in MIRECS, no Certificates will be created after the date the 
GU has been suspended. 
 

                                                 
2 This is the same as the final date of generation for which certificates are to be issued. 
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If the Generator Owner or Responsible Party wants to change the account to 
which a generating unit is associated, they can do so by notifying the MIRECS 
Administrator.  The MIRECS Administrator will develop a form for this purpose.  
The form will ask the Generator Owner to specify the following information, 
including, but not limited to: 

• The new account number to which the generating unit will be 
associated, and 

• The date the change will be effective   
 

Certificates from generation that occurred up to the day the account change 
takes effect will be deposited into the account that the generating unit was 
associated with at the time the generation occurred.  For example, if the 
generator owner changes the account to which a given generating unit is 
associated with from Account A to Account B, and the change is effective on 
March 1, then the Certificates from generation that occurred prior to March 1, will 
be deposited into Account A (even though the date of Certificate deposit will be 
after March 1, because of the lag time between generation occurrence and 
Certificate issuance.)  

 
When changing the account to which a generating unit is associated, there can 
not be any lapse in time where the generating unit is not associated with an 
MIRECS Account.  If there is a period of time when the generating unit is not 
associated with an MIRECS Account, this will be treated as a deregistration/re-
registration of the generating unit instead of a change of account.  

 
Any fractional MWhs (i.e. any kWhs) left on the generation activity log on the 
date the change is effective will be forfeited.  

 

Assignment of Rights of Registration 
The owner of a generating unit or Responsible Party may assign the right to 
register the generating unit(s) in MIRECS to an MIRECS account holder for the 
purposes of allowing that party the ability to control and manage the disposition 
of any MIRECS Certificates resulting from the operation of the generating unit(s).  
This assignment of registration rights will give the designated Account Holder full 
and sole management and authority over the transactions and activities related 
to the generating unit within MIRECS. For the purposes of MIRECS, this party 
will be considered the Responsible Party for that generating unit. 

 
MIRECS will require both parties to confirm an assignment of registration rights 
and the date the assignment will be effective, and the date the assignment will be 
terminated, if there is one.  

 
The Rights of Registration may be terminated by the Generator Owner (GO) or 
the Responsible Party subject to confirmation by the MIRECS Administrator that 
both the GO and Responsible Party agree to the change.  The MIRECS 
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Administrator will develop a form for this purpose. The form will specify who the 
new Responsible Party with the Rights of Registration is and the date the change 
in registration will occur.  Termination of Rights of Registration has the effect of 
deregistering the generating unit from MIRECS.  If the registration rights 
assignment has been terminated, no new Certificates will be issued from that 
generating unit until it is registered again. 
 
The Rights of Registration can be changed from one party to another party. 
Changing the Rights of Registration has the effect of changing the account to 
which the generating unit is linked.  

 
When the Rights of Registration are changed, the MIRECS Administrator will 
confirm that both parties (the Generator Owner or current Responsible Party and 
the new Responsible Party) agree to the change.  The MIRECS Administrator will 
develop a form for this purpose. The form will specify who the new Responsible 
Party with the Rights of Registration is, the date the change in registration will 
occur.  There can not be any lapse in time where the generating unit is not 
associated with an MIRECS Account.  If there is a period of time when the 
generating unit is not associated with an MIRECS Account, this will be treated as 
a deregistration/re-registration of the generating unit. 

 
In addition, the basic Generator Registration data must be reviewed and updated 
by the Account Holder when the Right of Registration is changed from one party 
to another.   

Account Structure 

There is one basic type of account for all MIRECS Account Holders.  The basic 
account contains at least three different accounts:  

• An Active Account,  
• A Retirement Subaccount,  and 
• An Export Subaccount, 

 
MIRECS Certificates are originally deposited into the Active Account associated 
with the revenue meter established at the time of generator registration.  Account 
Holders can then transfer MIRECS Certificates to the other subaccounts.  It is 
possible to establish multiple Active Accounts and Retirement Subaccounts at 
the Account Holder’s discretion.  The Account Holder will be able to view a listing 
of Certificates in each subaccount, including the generation characteristics 
associated with each Certificate or block of Certificates.  
 
Each account and subaccount will have a unique identification number, similar to 
a banking system where a checking and savings account associated with one 
person each have unique account numbers.  Users may attach aliases to 
subaccounts for ease of reference (e.g., by state, by product name, etc.) 
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MIRECS users will be able to perform various functions and transactions within 
each account and subaccount type, as described below.  
 
There are no limitations on the number of Active or Retirement Subaccounts that 
an Account Holder may have. An Account Holder may have only one export 
account. 
 

The Active Account is the holding place for all active MIRECS Certificates.  
The Active Account is like a cash checking account. The MIRECS Certificates 
in it are liquid and can be transferred, exported, etc at the discretion of the 
Account Holder.3    
 
If the Account has a generating units(s) associated with it, the Active Account 
will be the first point of deposit for any MIRECS Certificates created that are 
associated with the generating unit(s) ID number.   
 
There are three ways that MIRECS Certificates are deposited in an Active 
Account.   
 

(a) The Account Holder can transfer MIRECS Certificates into their 
Active Account from another of the Account Holder’s Active 
Accounts, 

  
(b) The Account Holder can accept a transfer of Certificates from 

another MIRECS Account Holder, 
 
(c) They can be deposited into the account by the MIRECS 

Administrator based on verified generation data from a generating 
unit associated with the Active Account or as a result of the 
adjustment process, or 

 
(d) They can be deposited by the MIRECS Administrator as a result of 

an import.  
  

If the Account Holder has more than one Active Account, they can specify in 
each case the Active Account in which they want the Certificates to be deposited. 

 
There are three ways to withdraw or remove MIRECS Certificates from an Active 
Account:  

 
(a) Transfer the MIRECS Certificates to the Active Account of another 

MIRECS Account Holder,  
 

                                                 
3 Active MIRECS Certificates are distinguished from retired MIRECS Certificates or exported 
certificates, which have been retired for a specific purpose or have been exported to a 
Compatible system, and are no longer available for trading in MIRECS. 
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(b) Transfer the MIRECS Certificates to another of one’s own 
Subaccounts (e.g. retirement), or 

 
(c) Export the MIRECS Certificates out of MIRECS to another 

compatible tracking system. 
 

 
 

In addition to being able to deposit and withdraw MIRECS Certificates from the 
Active Account, Account Holders will be able to view and sort their Certificates by 
a number of Certificate fields, generate reports about their account, and create 
additional Active Accounts, and transfer active MIRECS Certificates between 
Active Accounts. 

 
A single Retirement Subaccount will be established when the Account Holder 
registers with MIRECS.  An Account Holder may establish additional Retirement 
Subaccounts at their discretion, as needed.  A Retirement Subaccount is used as 
a repository for MIRECS Certificates that the Account Holder wants to designate 
as retired.4  MIRECS Certificates in the Retirement Subaccount are no longer 
transferable to another party, and serve as an electronic record or proof of 
retirement. MIRECS Certificates in the Retirement Subaccount also cannot be 
transferred into any other Account, including another Retirement Subaccount (if 
an Account Holder has multiple Retirement Subaccounts). The Retirement 
Subaccount is effectively the last resting place for an MIRECS Certificate. 

 
There is only one way for MIRECS Certificates to be deposited in the Retirement 
Subaccount; they must be transferred into the Retirement Subaccount by the 
Account Holder or his/her Agent5 from his/her Active Account.  

 
Account Holders will be allowed to create standing orders within their account 
whereby they instruct MIRECS to automatically transfer certain MIRECS 
Certificates, or the contents of specific Active Accounts, to one of the Account 
Holder’s Retirement Accounts, on a periodic basis.  

 
There are no withdrawals from the Retirement Subaccount.  MIRECS Certificates 
that were retired in previous years can be archived periodically so they do not 
occupy space in the database and in the Subaccount. 

 
Account Holders will be able to view and sort MIRECS Certificates by Certificate 
fields, generate reports about MIRECS Certificates held in their Retirement 
Subaccount, and voluntarily indicate for what purpose the MIRECS Certificates 

                                                 
4 An Account Holder may want to retire certificates for any number of reasons, including, but not 
limited to: demonstrating compliance with a renewable mandate, retiring certificates on behalf of 
green power customers, or making claims about the air quality benefits of the renewable 
certificates.  
5 An “Agent” is a person that has permission to access one’s active or other accounts.   
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were retired. Once an Account Holder indicates the reason for retirement, this 
cannot be changed later.6  To indicate the reason for retirement, MIRECS will 
have a pull-down menu of options that the Account Holder can select. The 
options will be consistent with regulatory programs and any voluntary programs 
or voluntary market activities that are added by the MIRECS Administrator. 

 

Access to Accounts and Confidentiality 

There are 4 levels of access to an account.  In addition, the MIRECS System 
Administrator will have access to all accounts through system operation 
functions. As a part of the registration process, the MIRECS Administrator will 
supply all users with a confidentiality statement ensuring that no account 
information will be shared without the express consent of the Account Holder. 
 
The Account Holder has full access to any account that they establish. They also 
have the sole ability to assign permission to another party, known as their 
“Agent”, to “use” their account, which may include viewing information, 
performing transactions, changing personal information etc.  Assignment of 
account access can be done during the account registration process, or at any 
time the Account Holder wishes to update their account profile on-line by adding 
additional users to their account.   
 
User access may be granted at the account or subaccount level.  The process for 
granting access is generally as follows:  the account holder will be required to fill 
out an on-line form for each user they want to add to their account.  They will 
provide information about that user such as name, email address and will 
indicate the level of access that user is permitted to have and the account or 
subaccounts to which that user has access. The MIRECS Administrator will send 
an email to that party, asking them to select a user name and password, and will 
confirm that they agree to the terms of participation in MIREC.  The new user, 
known as an Agent, will then be able to perform the functions or view the 
information per the permissions granted by the Account Holder. The Account 
Holder may at any time revoke the permissions granted to an Agent by notifying 
the MIRECS Administrator. 
 
The MIREC System will be able to track the specific activities of each user 
through the unique user ID and password. 
 
 

Level 1 Access  
 

Level 1 access is automatically enabled when for the account holder an 
account is established.   Only one user can have Level 1 access.  Level 1 

                                                 
6 This is to prevent someone from using the same retired certificate for multiple purposes. 
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access includes all functions available to account holders including, but 
not limited to: 
 
• Account Holder Registration and Maintenance 

o Ability to assign and revoke access to others within the account 
holder’s organization 

o Ability to authorize third party access7 to account (e.g. agent, 
regulator) 

o Ability set up and terminate account 
o Ability to merge two accts 
o Any activity requiring an electronic signature 
o Updating/changing acct holder data 
o Creating new subaccounts  
o Changing aliases on subaccounts 
 

• Generating Unit (GU) Registration 
o Register a generating unit(GU) 
o Terminate GU registration for an account 
o Transfer GU registration to another account 
o Assign/change the subaccount a registered GU is associated 

with 
o Identify/authorize the “reporting entity” to provide generation 

data to MIRECS for GU  
o Submit 1 time data needed to verify GU characteristics 
o Set up forward Certificate transfers 
 

• Generation Data Management (For specific or all generating units 
registered within the account) 

o Submit GU generation allocation data in case of a multi-fuel GU 
w/ a single meter 

o Key in generation data (only for those facilities that are allowed 
to self-report generation data) 

o Accept or reject reported generation used for Certificate creation 
o Provide and update GU characteristics and facility information 
 

• Certificate Management and Maintenance  
o Initiate transfers from any account to any account 
o Set up/remove standing orders from any account to any account 
o Accept/reject transfers, imports 
 

• Report Management 
o Run standard reports (includes sorting and filtering within 

standard reports) 
o Create new reports-specify what is in each report 

                                                 
7 Defined broadly to include everything from full access to modify account, to read-only access 
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o Authorize distribution or distribute reports 
 

• View Only/Read Only Access 
o Certificate look-up function 
o Generation Unit and Generation Activity Log view only 

 
Level 2 Access  

 
Level 2 access is granted by the account holder on a subaccount basis.  
There is no limit to the number of users that can be granted Level 2 
access.  Level 2 access includes access to all of the following functions for 
the indicated subaccount: 
 
• Account Holder Maintenance 

o Updating/changing acct holder data 
o Creating new subaccounts  
o Changing aliases on subaccounts 
 

• Generating Unit (GU) Registration 
o Register a generating unit(GU) 
o Terminate GU registration for an account 
o Transfer GU registration to another account 
o Assign/change the subaccount a registered GU is associated 

with 
o Identify/authorize the “reporting entity” to provide generation 

data to MIREC for GU  
o Submit 1 time data needed to verify GU characteristics 
o Set up forward Certificate transfers 
 

• Generation Data Management (For specific or all generating units 
registered within the account) 

o Submit GU generation allocation data in case of a multi-fuel GU 
w/ a single meter 

o Key in generation data (only for those facilities that are allowed 
to self-report generation data) 

o Accept or reject reported generation used for Certificate creation 
o Provide and update GU characteristics and facility information 
 

• Certificate Management and Maintenance  
o Initiate transfers from any account to any account 
o Set up/remove standing orders from any account to any account 
o Accept/reject transfers, imports 
 

• Report Management 
o Run standard reports (includes sorting and filtering within 

standard reports) 
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o Create new reports-specify what is in each report 
o Authorize distribution or distribute reports 
 

• View Only/Read Only Access 
o Certificate look-up function 
o Generation Unit and Generation Activity Log view only 

 
 
Level 3 Access  

 
Level 3 access is granted by the account holder.  There is no limit to the 
number of users that can be granted Level 3 access.  Level 3 access 
includes access to all of the following functions: 
 
• Account Holder Maintenance 

o Updating/changing acct holder data 
o Creating new subaccounts  
o Changing alias’ on subaccounts 
 

• Generation Data Management (For specific or all generating units 
registered within the account) 

o Submit GU generation allocation data in case of a multi-fuel GU 
w/ a single meter 

o Key in generation data (only for those facilities that are allowed 
to self-report generation data) 

o Accept or reject reported generation used for Certificate creation 
o Provide and update GU characteristics and facility information 
 

• Certificate Management and Maintenance  
o Initiate all transfers, except transfers to retirement subaccounts 
o Set up/remove standing orders, except standing orders to 

retirement subaccounts  
o Accept/reject transfers, imports 
 

• Report Management 
o Run standard reports (includes sorting and filtering within 

standard reports) 
o Create new reports-specify what is in each report 

 
• View Only/Read Only Access 

o Certificate look-up function 
o Generation Unit and Generation Activity Log view only 

 
Level 4 Access: Regulator  
Regulators will automatically be granted Level 4 access to all accounts in 
MIREC. Level 4 access includes access to all of the following functions: 
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• Report Management 

o Run standard reports (includes sorting and filtering within 
standard reports) 

 
• View Only/Read Only Access 

o Subaccount read-only access 
o Certificate look-up function 
o Generation Unit and Generation Activity Log view only 

 

Confidentiality 
Except where permission has been explicitly granted, all Account Holder 
information will be held strictly confidential. Account Holder information will 
only be released in aggregate through the reporting process. 

Static Data in MIRECS 

Static data fields describe the physical attributes of the generating unit.  This data 
is provided by Account Holders to the MIRECS Administrator during the 
generator registration process, and the subsequent update processes described 
below.  
 
For static data to be included in MIRECS, it must be verified. In addition, the 
MIRECS Administrator may conduct site visits to further verify the information as 
needed. 
   
After the initial registration with MIRECS, static data for each generating unit 
shall be updated annually by prompting all account holders to review and update 
their account information, including information about generating units associated 
with their account. MIRECS will stop issuing Certificates to any Account Holder 
that does not review and confirm or update their generating unit static data within 
the time specified by the MIRECS Administrator.  
 
In addition to the annual update, Account Holders must notify MIRECS of the 
following that have the effect of changing static data tracked by MIRECS: 

 
(a) A change in fuel type at a generating unit, and the date on which the 

change occurred, within 30 calendar days from when the change is 
implemented. 
 

(b) A change in generating unit ownership, and the date on which the change 
occurred, within 30 calendar days after the sale closes. A change in 
ownership must be confirmed by a letter signed by both the seller and the 
buyer of the generating unit, and provided to the MIRECS Administrator. 
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Agreements between MIRECS and Account Holders shall state that 
MIRECS will not be liable for depositing Certificates into an account that 
no longer represents a generating unit if the incorrect deposit occurs as a 
result of a lack of notification by the buyer and seller of the generating unit. 

 
(c) A change to generator eligibility for any programs or certification tracked 

by MIRECS.  This must be communicated by the state, province or 
independent certifier, and confirmed by the Account Holder, within 30 
calendar days after the change occurs.    
 

(d) A change to any of the “essential generating characteristics” used for 
aggregate metering. 

 
Generators can be removed from MIRECS for cause, including willful 
misrepresentation of static data.  The MIRECS dispute resolution process can 
be used to address such situations, and MIRECS will accept no liability for 
generator misrepresentations.  MIRECS reserves the right to withhold issuing 
Certificates, to freeze an account associated with a particular generating unit, 
or to withhold participation in MIRECS for generation units that have willfully 
misrepresented static data. 

Dynamic Data in MIRECS - Generation MWh Data  

MIRECS Certificates may be issued for any energy production serving a load that 
otherwise would have been served by the grid if not for the generator.  MIRECs 
will not create Certificates for generation supplying station service. 
 
Data used to produce Certificates in MIRECS must be derived from control area 
settlements data polled from a revenue quality meter, except for (1) generators 
that do not go through a control area settlements process, and (2) customer sited 
distributed generators.  
 
For generators that do not go through a control area settlements process and 
that are not customer-sited distributed generators, the data must be from a 
revenue quality meter adjusted to reflect the energy delivered into the 
transmission grid at the high side of the transformer, and communicated to the 
MIRECS Administrator by a Qualified Independent Party.   
 
For customer-sited distributed generators, the original data source for reporting 
total energy production must be from revenue-quality metering at the AC output 
of an inverter, adjusted to reflect the energy delivered into either the transmission 
or distribution grid at the high side of the transformer.  In the absence of a meter 
measuring production as described above (i.e. if there is no meter at the 
inverter), the original data source for reporting total energy production must be 
from revenue-quality metering placed to measure only the hourly positive 
generation flowing to the distribution system, adjusted to reflect the energy 
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delivered into either the transmission or distribution grid at the high side of the 
transformer.  If the customer-sited distributed generator uses all of the energy 
produced on site, then no adjustment for transformer losses is needed. 

 

 Revenue Metering Standards 
All generators participating in MIRECS must use a revenue quality meter.  For 
generators that are interconnected to a utility or control area operator, a revenue-
quality meter is any meter used by the reporting control area operator for 
settlements.  The data must be electronically collected by a meter data 
acquisition system or pulse accumulator readings collected by the control area’s 
Energy Management System, and verified through a control area 
checkout/energy accounting or settlements process which occurs monthly.  The 
preferred source for the data is a meter data acquisition system.  If the control 
area does not have an electronic source for collecting revenue meter data, then 
manual meter reads will be accepted.  Manual meter reads must be performed 
by a Qualified Independent Party. 
 
For customer-sited generators or generators that do not go through a control 
area settlements process, a revenue-quality meter is one that meets the 
applicable ANSI C-12 standard or applicable state standards. 

 

 Measurement of Generation and Adjustments 
The output from each generating unit registered in MIRECS will be measured at 
the point of interconnection to the transmission or distribution company’s facility, 
or adjusted to reflect the energy delivered into either the transmission or 
distribution grid at the high side of the transformer.   Losses occurring on the bulk 
transmission or distribution systems after the metering point are not reflected in 
the Certificates created. MIRECS will not create Certificates for that portion of the 
generation that is used to supply station service, and therefore, generation data 
should also be netted of station service supplied from the generator’s side of the 
point of interconnection.  For wholesale generators also serving on-site loads, 
MIRECS will create Certificates for the on-site load distinct from station service, if 
the Generator Owner can provide evidence that the metering used is capable of 
distinguishing between on-site load and station service.  Otherwise, the MIRECS 
Administrator will assume a conservative default fraction of total generation will 
be deemed to be from station service unless it can be proved otherwise. 
 
If adjustments are needed, due to metering, reporting, error or any other reason, 
the reporting entity must report the adjustment as soon as possible to the 
MIRECS Administrator.  If Certificates have not yet been created for the original 
generation amount to which the adjustment applies, the credit or debit will be 
posted to the Generation Activity Log, and will be reflected in the number of 
Certificates created that month. If Certificates have been created, the adjustment 
will be treated as a prior period adjustment. 
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Prior Period Adjustments 
Adjustments that are made after the data are reported to MIRECS and 
Certificates are issued are known as prior period adjustments.  All Account 
Holders will be made aware that there may be debits and credits in the current 
period as prior period settlement quality data are finalized. 
 
Prior period adjustments must be reported to the MIRECS Administrator by the 
reporting entity.  The MIRECS Administrator will post the prior period adjustment 
to the generation activity log associated with the generating unit. This will have 
the effect of applying a credit or debit to the generation amount reported in the 
current month.  Consequently, the adjustment will be realized when MIRECS 
Certificates are next issued. If new Certificates are created, the vintage of the 
Certificates shall be the same as all other Certificates created that month.  The 
MIRECS Administrator will not accept adjustments for generation reported more 
than two years prior to the current month. 

 

Notification of Adjustments 
The Account Holder will be informed of all credit or debit adjustments as soon as 
the adjustment has been posted to the Generation Activity Log.  Once MIRECS 
informs the Account Holder of a need for adjustment, the Account Holder then 
has 90 calendar days to dispute or accept the adjustment. If after 90 days the 
Account Holder has done nothing, the MIRECS Administrator will automatically 
accept the adjustment. 
 

Frequency of Data Collection/Meter Reading 
Energy generation data used in the development of MIRECS Certificates must be 
measured on an end-of month basis, except for small generators with a 
nameplate capacity of 150kW or smaller.  Such generators may report 
generation data no less frequently than annually. 

 

Data Transmittal 
Data files are to be electronically transmitted to MIRECS using a secured 
protocol and a standard format specified by MIRECS Administrator.  The data 
shall reflect, at a minimum, the month and year of the generation, monthly 
accumulated MWhs for each meter ID and the associated meter ID(s) for each 
resource.  
 
The generator owner, as the owner of the metered data, or their designated 
representative, has the responsibility to direct the Control Area Operator to 
release generation data to MIRECS. MIRECS participants will have 45 days from 
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the end of the generation month to submit their generation data to the MIRECS 
Administrator. Generators that fail to submit generation data within the specified 
time period will not be able to have Certificate issued for that month of 
generation.  
 
The data must be transmitted by a single entity, which must be either (1) the 
Control Area Operator, or (2) a Qualified Independent Party.  In addition to these 
two options, customer-sited distributed generation installations less than or equal 
to 150 kW nameplate capacity, may opt to be treated as a Self-Reporting 
Generator.  
 

Special Requirements for Self-Reporting Generators Only 
A Self-Reporting Generator must enter actual cumulative meter readings 
measured in kWh and the date of the meter reading via the Self-Reporting 
Interface.   Actual cumulative meter readings must be entered no less frequently 
than annually.  Self-Reporting Generators that do not enter meter readings via 
the Self-Reporting Interface as required will receive a reminder notice from the 
MIRECS Administrator.  Any such generator not entering a cumulative meter 
reading within 30 days of receipt of such a notice may be deemed inactive by the 
MIRECS Administrator.  If and when a Self-Reporting Generator’s Generation 
Activity Log is reactivated, the next meter read shall be the new baseline for 
accumulated generation data.  
 
A Self Reporting Generator must have its cumulative hourly meter readings 
verified by a Qualified Independent Party, not less than annually. 
 

Generation Activity Log 
Each generation unit registered in MIRECS will have a Generation Activity Log 
associated with it.  The Generation Activity Log is an electronic ledger where 
generation is posted prior to Certificate creation. Each time generation data is 
received by MIRECS for a particular generation unit, the date and quantity of 
MWhs is posted to the Generation Activity Log.  Similarly, adjustments received 
will be posted likewise.   
 
The status of each entry in the Generation Activity Log will be noted, where the 
possible values are:  

 
• MIRECS Accepted: This label is used for all generation that has been 

reported to MIRECS and has been logged to the Generation Activity 
Log, but has not yet been accepted (or disputed) by the Account 
Holder. 

• MIRECS Pending: The MIREC Administrator is waiting for the 
resolution of a situation before the Certificates can be issued. For 
example, if the MIREC administrator is waiting to receive a ‘fuel type’ 
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allocation from a multi-fuel generator or other update from the 
generator.  

• Account Holder Accepted: The Account Holder has accepted the 
posted generation, but the Certificates have not yet been issued. 

• Account Holder Auto-Accepted: The account holder did not accept 
or dispute the generation posted within the given time period and the 
system automatically accepted the generation. 

• Account Holder Disputed:  The Account Holder has disputed the 
posted amount of generation.  

• MIRECS Cancelled:  The generation was logged, but Certificates 
were never issued for any number of reasons, for example, if there 
was fraudulent activity and further investigation determined that 
Certificates should not be issued. 

• Certificates Issued: This label may or may not be needed depending 
on how the Generation Activity Log is designed in the software.  For 
now, it is a placeholder for indicating that Certificates were issued for 
logged generation. 

 
Each time an item is posted to the Generation Activity Log, the Account Holder 

will be notified electronically.  Account Holders will have at least 10 business 
days to accept or dispute any new regular entries to the Generation Activity 
Log and up to 90 days to accept or dispute adjustments.  If the Account 
Holder does nothing, the posting will be automatically accepted after the 
specified period. 

 
The Generation Activity Log will include, at minimum, the following entries:  

(a) opening Balance/Prior Month’s Balance Forward:  reflecting the 
kWh (fraction of a MWh) remaining after the prior month’s 
Certificate creation date;  

(b) MWh of generation reported to MIRECS (via Control Area, 
Qualified Independent Party or self-reported) during the current 
month;  

(c) administrative adjustments (for instance, for adjustments received 
from Reporting Entities occurring later than 90 days after the end of 
the month of generation);  

(d) creation of MIRECS Certificates; and  
(e) balance forward.   

 
For generation units where the Reporting Entity supplies MIRECS meter 

readings, rather than net production, the Generation Activity Log shall include 
a column where the meter readings are recorded, and net generation is 
calculated. 
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Multi-Fuel Generation Units  
A Multi-fuel Generation Unit is one that is capable of producing energy using 
more than one fuel type, where the quantity of each of the fuels used is greater 
than 1% annually on a total heat input basis, excluding fuels used for start-up.  
Such facilities must register with MIRECS as a Multi-fuel Generation Unit.  If the 
relative quantities of electricity production from each fuel can not be measured or 
calculated, and verified, the generator is not eligible to register as a Multi-fuel 
Generation Unit in MIRECS.   
 
Certificates will be created for the renewable fuel type only.  Each Certificate 
issued for a Multi-fuel Generation Unit will reflect only one fuel source, where the 
total number of Certificates issued for the fuel type will be proportional to the 
overall output from that fuel type for that reporting period.  A generator that uses 
1% or less of second fuel may elect to register as a multi-fuel generator if they 
want Certificates issued for second fuel type. 
 
Each MIRECS Account Holder or Responsible Party that has registered a Multi-
fuel Generation Unit must report monthly to the MIRECS Administrator the 
proportion of electric output per fuel type, by MWh, generated by the unit during 
that month.   Such information shall be used to allocate Certificates for such 
Multi-fuel Generation Units for each month for which it was supplied.  Generators 
and their Responsible Parties will have up to T1+45 calendar days to submit their 
proportion of electric output per fuel type for the month to the MIRECS 
Administrator where T1 equals the last day of the generation month.  Certificates 
will not be logged to the Generation Activity Log until such information is provided 
by the Account Holder or Responsible Party.  Generators that fail to provide the 
required information in the time specified will not have Certificates issued for that 
month of generation. 
 
The generator or its Account Holder must maintain supporting documentation 
related to the derivation of the proportion of electric output per fuel type for each 
month, at the generation facility for a minimum of 2 years from the date of 
submission to the MIRECS Administrator.  The MIRECS Administrator may 
require copies of such calculations, and supporting documentation will be subject 
to audit by the MIRECS Administrator, state regulators, or their agents.  Data 
submitted to or audited by the MIRECS Administrator subject to the requirements 
of this paragraph that is not contained in reports available to the public will be 
treated as Confidential Information by the MIRECS Administrator. 

 
 

Allocating Output for Each Fuel Source 
 
For purposes of creating MIRECS Certificates reflecting the fuel source mix of 
Multi-fuel Generation Units, the proportion of Certificates attributable to each fuel 
source shall be determined consistent with the following rules:  
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For biomass co-fired with fossil fuels or using fossil fuels for startup or 
supplemental firing:  In each month, the Certificates for each fuel in such Multi-
Fuel Generation Unit will be created in proportion to the ratio of the net heat 
content of each fuel consumed to the net heat content of all fuel consumed in 
that month, adjusted to reflect differential heat rates for different fuels, if 
applicable. 
 
Other: Multi-fuel Generation Units not fitting the descriptions in (a) and (b) may 
request from the MIRECS Administrator a decision on allocating output for each 
fuel source for their situation.  Such a decision will set a precedent for similarly 
situated generators.  Any new methodology must be approved by the MIRECS 
Administrator prior to Certificates being issued for that Generating Unit. 
 
In addition, upon registration, all multi-fuel generators must submit to the 
MIRECS Administrator a report prepared by an independent professional 
engineer containing documentation for measuring and verifying the quantities of 
each fuel type, the net heat content of each fuel source, and the heat rate, if 
applicable.  

Requirements of Data Reporting Entities 

MIRECS will accept generation data from Control Area Operators8, Qualified 
Independent Parties9, and Self-Reporting Generators. 
 
The MIRECS Administrator will develop an agreement with each of these 
entities, known as an Interface Control Document (ICD) that describes the terms 
and conditions under which the entity agrees to exchange information and 
conduct business with MIRECS. The ICD will identify generating units registered 
in MIRECS to be reported, as well as the protocols for collection of information 
such as meter IDs, data format, communication protocols and timing, and 
security requirements for data collection. This document will be updated as 
required when a new generator registers in MIRECS or when any other changes 
are made that may impact the data collection process.   To minimize the impact 
of document changes, the intent is to have a general template document that 
outlines a common approach and set of standards. The MIRECS Administrator 
will prepare the ICD based on the master template and will work with the 
personnel from the reporting entities to verify information and address specific 
requirements of the reporting entity. Appendices would contain the specific data 
collection parameters for each reporting entity. This would provide clear 
requirements to all parties up front.  This rule would apply to all data collection. 
 
MIRECS reserves the right to audit the MWh data totals. 
                                                 
8 A Control Area Operator is defined broadly to include a system operator, a transmission grid 
operator, or a utility. 
9 A Qualified Independent Party may include the interconnecting utility, scheduling coordinator, 
independent third-party meter reader. 
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Data Security 

The following are a minimum set of security practice requirements for MIRECS to 
ensure data integrity and confidentiality:  
1. Secured web portal interface with password protection for static data 

collection, user access and reporting.  
2. Restricted access privileges based on participant and user roles using digital 

Certificates.   
3. Well-defined system backup and recovery processes.  
4. Secured file transfer and data upload processes using encrypted 

communications for all data interfaces. 

Certificate Attributes 

MIRECS Certificates are issued in whole numbers only. A Certificate created and 
tracked within MIRECS will represent all of the renewable attributes from one 
MWh of renewable generation.  MIRECS Certificates are “Whole Certificates,” 
meaning that none of the renewable attributes may be split off from the 
Certificate while it is in circulation in the MIREC System.   Once a MIRECS 
Certificate is created, no changes can be made to that Certificate.    
 

Certificate Creation  
The MIRECS Administrator will issue one electronic Certificate for each MWh of 
energy that is generated by those generation units that are registered with 
MIRECS and are in a location consistent with requirements of PA 295. 
 
Certificates will be issued based on the number of whole MWhs on the 
Generation Activity Log on the day of Certificate creation. For self-reporting 
generators, the reported electricity production will be calculated by MIRECS as 
the difference between current and previous cumulative meter read entered. 
 
Each Certificate shall have a unique serial number.  Certificate serial numbers 
shall contain codes embedded in the number that indicate such things as the 
generation unit ID, the location of the generator, and the vintage (month and year 
of generation) of the Certificate.  The exact serial number format will be 
determined at a later date. 
 
Certificates imported from a compatible tracking system, to the extent allowed by 
PA 295, must meet equivalent standards to MIRECS.  MIRECS will issue an 
MIRECS serial number for Certificates imported from compatible tracking 
systems, as described below. 
 
MIRECS will issue Certificates no more frequently than once per month per 
generating unit.  
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Process and Timeline for MIRECS Certificate Creation 
MIRECS Generators and their Responsible Parties will have up to T1+45 
calendar days to submit their generation data to the MIRECS Administrator 
where T1 equals the last day of the generation month.  Generators that fail to 
submit generation data within the specified time period will not be able to have 
Certificates issued for that month of generation.  As soon as the generation data 
is received by the MIRECS Administrator and a data validity check is performed, 
they will post it on the generator’s “Generation Activity Log” and notify the 
account holder via email that generation has been posted.  The generation 
posting will be marked “MIRECS Accepted” on the Generation Activity Log. Once 
the generation is accepted by the Account Holder, the generation posting will be 
marked “Account Holder Accepted.”  Certificates will be issued on T2 + 7 days, 
where T2 is the day the generation posted is accepted by the Account Holder.  
No changes will be allowed to the generation MWh data for seven calendar days 
prior to the MIRECS Certificate creation.  
 
The Account Holder must notify the MIRECS Administrator if they believe the 
generation data amount recorded on the Generation Activity Log is inaccurate for 
any reason.10  This is known as registering a dispute.  The Account Holder may 
register a dispute any time after the generation is posted within the T1+52 period, 
and they will have at least 7 calendar days to do this.  If there is a dispute 
registered, every reasonable effort should be made to resolve the dispute within 
T1+52 days.  However, if the dispute is not resolved within the T1+52 day period, 
the Certificates for disputed posting will be created seven days after the Account 
Holder has accepted the revised generation amount.11  While the generation 
posting dispute is being resolved, the generation posting will be marked “Account 
Holder Disputed” If the Account Holder does not register a dispute with the 
MIRECS Administrator within 52 days from the end of the generation month, the 
Certificates will be created. 

 

Certificate Creation for Accumulated Generation  
Generation data from generators that are under 150kW and that are not reported 
to MIRECS on a monthly basis may be accumulated over one or more months 
prior to submittal to MIRECS for Certificate issuance.  
  
Each generator not reported by a reporting entity on a monthly basis must submit 
accumulated data at least 12 months from the date MIRECS last received 
generation data.  If a generator fails to report meter readings within a 12 month 

                                                 
10 This should be in the MIRECS Users Agreement. 
11 In a simple case, the certificates might be issued the next month. In a more complicated case, 
for example, if the dispute was awaiting a court ruling, the certificates would be issued much later. 



 - 23 -  

period, MIRECS will issue a reminder and demand a meter read within a month, 
to prevent over-accumulation and gaming.12  
 
The vintage on the issued Certificate will be the last month and year of 
generation contributing to an accumulated MWh.  Certificate creation for 
accumulated generation will occur on the same schedule as all other generation 
in MIRECS. 

Certificate Errors and Correction 

All generation data received by MIRECS will undergo an automatic data validity 
check to ensure that erroneous and technically infeasible data is not entered into 
MIRECS.  The data validity check will compare reported electricity production to 
an engineering estimate of maximum potential production, calculated as a 
function of technology type, associated maximum capacity factor, nameplate 
capacity, fuel (if relevant), and time period since the previous cumulative meter 
reading entered.  If data entered exceeds an estimate of technically feasible 
generation, MIRECS Administrator will be notified and the generation will be 
posted to the Generation Activity Log with a status “MIRECS Pending” until 
resolution is reached.  
 
Once a MIRECS Certificate is created, no changes can be made to that 
Certificate.   In the event that an error is discovered after Certificates have been 
issued, the MIRECS Administrator will take measures to rectify the problem 
depending on the nature and the egregiousness of the error.   If the error is 
related to the number of Certificates issued, the MIRECS administrator will first 
attempt to rectify this by making an adjustment to the generation activity log 
associated with the generator if the error is found in one of the fields on the 
Certificate, the MIRECS Administrator will handle each situation on a case by 
case basis.  Examples of actions that could be taken include, but are not limited 
to: notifying purchasers of the erroneous Certificates, freezing the account of the 
offending party, levying an administrative fine, banning participation in MIRECS.  
 

 Initial Deposit of Certificates in MIRECS Accounts 

The MIRECS Certificates will be first deposited into the MIRECS account that is 
associated with the generating unit, as established during the generating unit 
registration process. The sole exception to this rule is in the case of Forward 
Certificate Transfers, where the first point of deposit is the account identified as 
the recipient of the Forward Certificate Transfer. 
 
                                                 
12 As an issue for later, MIRECS may want to consider punitive action if no more generation is 
reported, e.g. de-registering the generation unit or other actions to strongly discourage people 
from waiting too long before submitting their generation data. 
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Transfers of Certificates 

MIRECS Account Holders may transfer active Certificates to other MIRECS 
Account Holders at any time.  Account Holders transferring such Certificates 
shall effectuate the transfer in MIRECS by indicating in a designated screen in 
the interactive MIRECS website that a specified Certificate or block of 
Certificates are designated for transfer.  Certificates will be specified by their 
serial numbers. The Account Holder will also select the recipient from a pull-
down list of MIRECS Account Holders.  After the transfer has been requested, 
MIRECS will provide a pop-up “Are you sure you want to transfer” screen that 
lists the details of the proposed transfer and ask for a final confirmation by the 
transferring Account Holder.  After the request to transfer has been confirmed, 
MIRECS will send an electronic confirmation to the Account Holder that 
requested the transfer notifying them that a request to transfer Certificates has 
been entered into MIRECS. 
 
After the transfer has been initiated, the Certificates that are pending transfer will 
be marked as “transfer pending” in the Account Holders active account.  This will 
have the effect of “freezing” the Certificates so that they cannot be moved to 
another to subaccount or to another account holder.  If the transfer is not 
confirmed within 14 days, Certificates will be released in the Account Holder’s 
Active Account and the “transfer pending” status removed. 

 
After the transfer has been initiated, MIRECS will then send an electronic 
notification of the request to transfer Certificates to the proposed recipient.  The 
Certificate recipient must confirm the transfer within 14 calendar days of when it 
was requested by the transferee, or the transfer request will be deleted.  The 
confirmation screen shall list the details of the proposed transfer and asks the 
proposed recipient to confirm the transfer.  A pop-up screen will ask for a final 
confirmation (“Accept transfer?”). Once the recipient has confirmed the transfer, 
MIRECS will send an automatic electronic communication to the recipient 
notifying them that they have confirmed the Certificate transfer.   
 
The transferring Account Holder may cancel any transfer before such transfer 
has been confirmed by the recipient by withdrawing the transfer in a designated 
screen on the website.  MIRECS will notify the recipient that the transfer was 
canceled.  
 
The transfer of any Certificate, block of Certificates shall only be registered in the 
MIRECS upon the electronic confirmation by both the transferring Account 
Holder and the recipient. 
   
Once MIRECS has completed the transfer of Certificates from one account to 
another, MIRECS will send an electronic confirmation to both Account Holders 
confirming that the transfer has been completed. 
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Account Holders may request reoccurring, automatic transfers of Certificates 
from Active Accounts to any of their other accounts (active, retirement, export), 
and also to Active Accounts held by different Account Holders. Such a transfer (a 
“Standing Order Transfer”) will occur through designated screens and processes 
in MIRECS in the same fashion all other Certificate transfers, except that the 
transferor (party initiating transfer) would only be able to rescind a Standing 
Order Transfer up to 7 calendar days prior to the date the transfer is to be 
implemented by the MIRECS Administrator.  

 
In the registration of Standing Order Transfer, the transferor shall indicate:  

• The active account/subaccount from which the Certificates should be 
transferred; 

• The active account/subaccount to which the Certificates should be 
transferred; 

• The generation unit(s) whose Certificates are to be transferred;13 
• The day and month(s) that the Standing Order should be executed, 

and the end date if applicable; 
• The maximum number of Certificates to be transferred, or the 

percentage of total Certificates in the account/subaccount to be 
transferred, during each such month; and 

• The priority of the Standing Order relative to other Standing Orders, if 
applicable. 

 
Each Standing Order Transfer has one transferee. An Account Holder may set 
up multiple Standing Order Transfers. Each Standing Order Transfer will be set 
up based on percentage of Certificates within a designated account/ subaccount 
or as a fixed quantity, both within a certain month. 
 

(a) Percentage:  When Standing Orders indicate a transfer of percentages 
of Certificates from a specific subaccount during the same period, the 
Certificates shall be allocated in proportion to the percentages 
indicated, except that in the event that such allocations would result in 
fractional Certificates being transferred, the transferor must specify a 
preference among multiple transferees for the last undivided 
Certificate.  

 
(b) Fixed Quantity:  When a Standing Order designates a number of 

Certificates to be transferred, the transferor may establish a preference 
among multiple transferees.   The transferor may indicate priorities 
(first, second, third, and so on) to designate the order in which fixed 
Standing Order Transfers shall be executed in a given month.  In the 

                                                 
13 Although standing orders are not limited to accounts that have generating units associated with 
them, the transferor needs to be able to specify which certificates will be transferred on an 
ongoing basis without knowing in advance the certificate serial numbers.  Therefore, during the 
initial Standing Order registration, the transferor will be required to indicate the generating unit as 
a way of identifying which certificates should be transferred. 
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instance when the total of Standing Order Transfers for a given month 
exceed the actual number of Certificates available, MIRECS will fill 
each Standing Order Transfer in order of priority, but only if each 
Standing Order Transfer can be fulfilled completely.  If the first priority 
Standing Order can not be filled, the Account Holder will be able to 
specify at the time of registration, whether MIRECS should try to fill 
lower priority Standing Orders or not.  Any Standing Order Transfers 
that cannot be fulfilled completely will not be executed. 

 
Standing Order Transfers will be executed by the MIRECS Administrator no 
more frequently than a monthly basis.   
 
Account Holders are responsible in the case that there are insufficient 
Certificates to complete a Standing Order Transfer.   
 
When a Standing Order Transfer is initially registered, the MIRECS 
Administrator will send a notice to the transferee asking them if they accept 
the terms of the Standing Order.  Acceptance of the Standing Order means 
that the transferee accepts all future transfers under the Standing Order.  
After the initial acceptance, the transferee will receive a notice from the 
MIRECS Administrator after each time Certificates are deposited into the 
transferee’s account.  In addition, the notification will explain if the Standing 
Order deposit was not fulfilled as expected (e.g. as indicated by the original 
terms of the Standing Order.) 
 
Standing Orders can be rescinded at any time by the Account Holder that set 
up the Standing Order.  If the request to rescind a Standing Order is received 
within 7 calendar days prior to the date the transfer is to be implemented by 
the MIRECS Administrator, the rescission will be implemented in the following 
month. 
 
Standing Orders can only be rescinded in their entirety; they can not be 
rescinded on a month by month basis.  When a Standing Order is rescinded, 
the MIRECS Administrator will send a notice to the transferee.  

 
Account Holders that have a generating unit linked to their active account 
may request that Certificates from a specific generating unit be directly 
deposited into another MIRECS account when the Certificates are created. 
Such a request would occur in advance of the Certificate Creation Date and is 
known as a Forward Certificate Transfer.  In this case, the generation will be 
posted to the Generation Activity Log as usual. After it has been accepted by 
the Account Holder, such Forward Certificates, when converted into 
Certificates on their Creation Date, will be deposited directly into the account 
of the transferee, and the transferor will not at any point have possession of 
those Forward Certificates.  
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When a Forward Certificate Transfer is initially registered, the MIRECS 
Administrator will send a notice to the transferee asking them if they accept 
the terms of the Forward Certificate Transfer.  Acceptance of the Forward 
Certificate Transfer means that the transferee accepts all future transfers 
under the Forward Certificate Transfer.  After the initial acceptance, the 
transferee will receive a notice from the MIRECS Administrator after each 
time Certificates are deposited into the transferee’s account.  In addition, the 
notification will explain if the Forward Certificate Transfer deposit was not 
fulfilled as expected (e.g. as indicated by the original terms of the Forward 
Certificate Transfer.)  
 
Forward Certificates may be subject to only one Forward Certificate Transfer 
– from the generation unit’s account (account to which Certificates would 
have otherwise been originally deposited (Transferor)) to another MIRECS 
account –prior to the then applicable Creation Date.  
 
Forward Certificate Transfers can be used for transfers to the Active Account 
of another MIRECS Account Holder, transfers to any of the other subaccounts 
of the transferor’s own account, and exports of Certificates to compatible 
tracking systems.  
 
After the Creation Date for a Forward Certificate, such Certificate shall be 
treated like any other Certificate and may be transferred again, retired, 
exported, etc. 

 
In the registration of a Forward Certificate Transfer, the transferor shall 
indicate:  
a) The generation unit that will create such Forward Certificates; 
b) The active account/subaccount to which the Certificates should be 

transferred; 
c) The day and month(s) that the Forward Certificate Transfer will be 

executed and the end date if applicable; 
d) The maximum number of Forward Certificates to be transferred, or the 

percentage of total Certificates actually created that will be transferred, 
during each such month; and, 

e) The priority of the Forward Certificate Transfer relative to any other 
Forward Certificate Transfers, if applicable. 

 
Forward Certificate Transfers can be requested to multiple transferees based 
on percentage of Certificates deposited within a certain month, or as a fixed 
quantity within a certain month. 
 

(a) Percentage:  When Forward Certificate Transfers transfer percentages 
of Certificates from a specific generator during the same period, the 
Certificates into which such Forward Certificates are converted shall be 
allocated in proportion to the percentages indicated, except that in the 
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event that such allocations would result in fractional Certificates being 
transferred, the transferor must specify, before the applicable Creation 
Date, a preference among multiple transferees for the last undivided 
Certificate.  
 

(b) Fixed Quantity:  When Forward Certificate Transfers transfer a 
designated number of Certificates created during a single period, the 
transferor may establish a preference among multiple transferees in 
those Forward Certificate Transfers.   The transferor may indicate 
priorities (first, second, third, and so on) to designate the order in which 
fixed Forward Certificate Transfers shall be executed in a given month.  
In the instance when the total of Forward Certificate Transfers exceeds 
the number of available Certificates, MIRECS will fill each Forward 
Certificate Transfer in order of priority, but only if each Forward 
Certificate Transfer can be fulfilled completely.  If the first priority 
Forward Certificate Transfer can not be filled, the Account Holder will 
be able to specify at the time of registration, whether MIRECS should 
try to fill lower priority Forward Certificate Transfers or not. Any 
Forward Certificate Transfer that cannot be fulfilled completely will not 
be executed. 

 
The transferor and the transferee Account Holders will not have any control 
over which Certificates for a particular generator are transferred for the 
requested month. 
 
Forward Certificate Transfers will be executed by the MIRECS Administrator 
on a monthly basis.  Account holders are responsible in the case that there 
are insufficient Certificates to complete a Forward Certificate Transfer.   
 
Forward Certificate Transfers can be rescinded at any time by the Account 
Holder that set up the Forward Certificate Transfer.  If the request to rescind a 
Forward Certificate Transfer is received within 7 calendar days prior to the 
date the transfer is to be implemented by the MIRECS Administrator, the 
rescission will be implemented in the following month. 
 
Forward Certificate Transfers can only be rescinded in their entirety; they can 
not be rescinded on a month by month basis.  When a Forward Certificate 
Transfer is rescinded, the MIRECS Administrator will send a notice to the 
transferee.  
 
Any exercise of a contractual right of rescission of a Forward Certificate 
Transfer by a transferor shall be effected upon notice to the MIRECS 
Administrator, and in no event will the MIRECS Administrator be required to 
determine whether conditions to that rescission, other than receipt of the 
rescission notice, have been satisfied before effecting the rescission.   
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Retirement of Certificates  

Any MIRECS Certificate retirement must be initiated by the MIRECS Account 
Holder in possession of the Certificate. The MIRECS Administrator is not 
responsible for ensuring that Account Holders retire Certificates when 
appropriate. 
 
When an Account Holder wishes to retire a Certificate or block of Certificates 
they will notify the MIRECS Administrator by selecting the Certificates serial 
numbers and indicating that such Certificates should be retired, and indicating 
the reason for retirement (a optional field) if desired, and selecting the Retirement 
Subaccount to which the Certificates should be deposited. This notification will 
occur on a designated page of the MIRECS website.  When the MIRECS 
Administrator receives this notification, the Certificates will be withdrawn from the 
Account Holder’s Active Account and moved into the designated Retirement 
Subaccount.  The Retirement Subaccount will show the serial numbers of the 
Certificates retired, the date of retirement, and the reason for retirement.  In 
addition, there will be a mechanism to view the generation characteristics/ 
Certificate fields of the retired Certificates. Once Certificates are retired, they 
cannot be moved or transferred out of the retirement account. 

Imports and Exports of Certificates 

A process for importing and exporting Certificates, to the extent allowable 
under PA 295, will be provided.  In general, it is intended that MIRECS be 
compatible with other Certificate tracking systems in North America to the 
extent that these other systems meet essentially equivalent standards, 
including but not limited to, metering, data quality, verification of registration 
information, and disaggregation of emissions attributes.  Certificates may only 
be imported into MIRECS from a Compatible Certificate Tracking System 
and, similarly, exported to a Compatible Certificate Tracking System.  A 
Compatible Certificate Tracking System is a generation tracking system that 
has an operating agreement with the MIRECS Administrator regarding the 
transfer of Certificates between tracking systems. No imports or exports can 
occur until a protocol has been developed between the MIRECS 
Administrator and the administrator of the other tracking system.  
 

Re-Import of Exported Certificates 
Certificates created in compliance with PA 295 may be re-imported in MIRECS.  
To the extent any data fields were lost when the Certificate was originally 
exported, these fields will be repopulated with the original data when the 
Certificate is re-imported.  It is recommended that during the RFP process, this 
function is re-evaluated for its cost-effectiveness and for the consistency with the 
operations of other Certificate tracking systems   
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Preventing Double Counting of Imported/Exported Certificates  
For Certificates that are being imported/exported from another tracking system, 
the problem of double-counting will be handled through the cooperative 
agreements between the two tracking systems.   

 


