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MPSC Wind Activities

• Summary of New Wind 
Projects

• Wind Contract Pricing
• ITC Thumb Transmission 

Project Case Status



2008 PA 295 
Renewable Portfolio Standard

• 10% RPS by 2015, 
with interim steps 
for 2012-13-14. 

• Michigan had 
approximately 3.6% 
renewable energy 
for 2009



New Wind Projects
• Over 600 MW of new wind power purchase 

agreements have been filed at the MPSC 
– Consumers Energy

• Needs to add about 900 MW 
• Contracts for 396 MW to date (372 MW of wind)

– Detroit Edison
• Needs to add about 1,250 MW
• Contracts for 252 MW to date (226 MW of wind)

• To put this into perspective, according to the 
Energy Information Administration, Michigan’s 
total 2008 net summer capacity was 30,419 MW



Detroit Edison RFP
• Detroit Edison issued a request for 

proposals on November 18
• 245 MW of renewable energy 

– 120 MW operating by the end of 2012
– 125 MW operating by the end of 2014

• Notice of intent to bid is due January 21
• Bids are due February 17



Michigan Utility Scale Wind Projects

Map 
Key Project Name County

Capacity 
(MW) Project Developer Power Purchaser

Year 
Online

1 Lake Winds Energy Park Mason 100.8 Consumers Energy Consumers Energy 2012

2 Blissfield Wind Lenawee 81 John Deere Wind Consumers Energy 2012

3 Harvest II Wind Huron 59.4 John Deere Wind Consumers Energy 2012

4 Michigan Wind 2 Sanilac 90 John Deere Wind Consumers Energy 2012

5 Garden Wind Farm Delta 28.6 Heritage Sustainable 
Energy Consumers Energy 2012

6 Gratiot County Wind Gratiot 200 Invenergy Wind Detroit Edison 2011

7 Stoney Corners
(Post-Act 295) Missaukee 38.5 Heritage Sustainable 

Energy
Detroit Edison & 

Consumers Energy 
2009 -
2012

Pre-Act 295 129.4

Total 727.7 MW



Wind Energy 
Resource Zones 
are shown in blue.



Cumulative New Wind Capacity 
(MW)
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Michigan Utility Scale Wind Projects 
Pricing Information

Map 
Key Project Name County

Capacity 
(MW) Levelized Price Power Purchaser

Year 
Online

1 Lake Winds Energy Park Mason 100.8 $95/MWh Consumers Energy 2012

2 Blissfield Wind Lenawee 81 $100.88/MWh Consumers Energy 2012

3 Harvest II Wind Huron 59.4 $98.38/MWh Consumers Energy 2012

4 Michigan Wind 2 Sanilac 90 $94/MWh Consumers Energy 2012

5 Garden Wind Farm Delta 28.6 $106.2/MWh Consumers Energy 2012

6 Gratiot County Wind Gratiot 200 $94.43/MWh Detroit Edison 2011

7 Stoney Corners
(Post-Act 295) Missaukee 38.5 $98.5 - $115/MWh Detroit Edison & 

Consumers Energy 
2009 -
2012

Pre-Act 295 129.4

Total 727.7 MW



Wind Contract Prices
(20-year levelized price)



Wind Technical Workgroups
• Wind & Health and Wind & Wildlife Technical 

Workgroups
• Established by MPSC to conduct literature 

review of wind turbine sound studies and wildlife 
research.

• These workgroups will be responsible for getting 
needed scientific information to wind siting
decision makers

• More information will be available soon



Sample Zoning Language
• Siting & zoning primarily township or 

county responsibility
• Some state & federal requirements, e.g. 

Federal Aviation Administration
• Energy Office has voluntary guidelines
• Different requirements for “On-Site Use” & 

“Utility Grid”
• www.michigan.gov/eorenew
• Workgroups are developing revisions

http://www.michigan.gov/eorenew


MPSC Thumb Project Update
• ITC Transmission made a 

filing with the MPSC 
requesting an Expedited 
Siting Certificate on 
August 30, 2010

• MPSC Decision due around 
the end of February, 2011

• $510 million dollar cost
• Approximately 140 miles of 

345 kV transmission lines
• MPSC Case No. U-16200
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Questions?
Julie Baldwin

baldwinj2@michigan.gov
517 241-6115

Renewable Energy Section
Michigan Public Service Commission

Join the MREP Email Distribution List Join the MREP Email Distribution List 
(MPSC(MPSC--MREP), from link at MREP), from link at 

www.michigan.gov/mrepwww.michigan.gov/mrep
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