
MICHIGAN REGIONAL PSIC Q&A  
 

Q: Was the decision to make a portion of the grant available to regions a competitive process 
made at the State or Federal level? 

 
 A: The decision was made at the State level. 
 
Q: Will the projects funded with each region’s baseline allocation also go through a competitive 

review process, or can the regions fund anything they choose with that portion?  
 

A: While each region is guaranteed the baseline allocation, projects submitted under the baseline 
must adhere to the same criteria established in the State PSIC guidance and the Federal 
PSIC application kit. The review committee that will be reviewing the competitive projects will 
also be reviewing the baseline projects, based on the same criteria, to ensure every project 
meets PSIC and State criteria.  

 
Q: Do all projects submitted to the regional board need to be submitted to the state PSIC POC or 

may the regions omit projects?  
 

A: Although regions are asked to prioritize projects based on the needs of their region, all 
projects submitted to the regional boards must still be submitted to the state PSIC POC. 

 
Q: Will Management and Administration (M&A) be available at the local level?  
 

A: No. The federal PSIC Program Guidance and Application Kit states that 3% M&A is available, 
but must be maintained at the State level.   

 
Q: Could you explain the local match requirement?  
 

A: Details for potential matches can vary greatly and must be determined on a case-by-case 
basis. Please contact your PSIC POC.  

 
Q: Can user fees and surcharges be used to address the 20% soft match? 
 

A: In some cases, however this would need to be addressed on a case-by-case basis. Please 
contact your PSIC POC to determine eligibility.    

 
Q: Could the State provide a list of recommendations of where they would like to see 

interoperability improvements in each region?  
 

A: Please refer to any gaps that were identified in the Tactical Interoperability Communications 
Planning (TICP) program.  We are requesting the regions to use the TICP and their local 
knowledge of needs to address coverage and interoperability issues that their projects will 
resolve. 

 
Q: Does the State support projects related to adding repeaters to the National Mutual Aid 

channels?  
 

A: At this time, the state does not support UCALL and VCALL repeaters on MPSCS towers since    
there are very few narrow band legacy radios in circulation. 

 
Q: Would MSP work with local departments regarding mobile data? 
 

A: MSP has identified the MPSCS as its primary mobile data provider.  MSP will consider 
partnerships with local agencies on stand-alone data systems on a case-by-case basis. 



 
Q: When will the PSIC funding be made available to the regions?  
 

A: DHS and NTIA have stated through conference calls that they plan to make the funds 
available to states in either late February or March (tentative). The state will then provide 
project selections and grant allocation announcements.  

 
Q: Can an agency/jurisdiction submit projects independent of their regions, or do all projects 

need to go through the regional boards? 
 

A: All projects must go through the regional boards and be submitted to the state by the regional 
PSIC POC. Projects submitted through a means other than the region PSIC POC will 
not be accepted.  

 
Q: Are regions required to submit an abstract and project justification for both baseline projects 

and competitive projects, or just for the competitive projects?  
 

A: Regions must submit both an abstract (due Sept 26) and a project justification (due Oct 26) for 
every project. This includes competitive projects and projects the region intends to fund with 
the baseline allocations.  

 
Q: Can regions submit more abstracts and then scale down the number submitted when they 

submit the final project justification templates?  
 

A: Regional boards with multiple ideas for regional PSIC projects may choose to initially submit 
all ideas in abstract form. Once an official decision has been made, regions may retract the 
abstracts for projects they do not intend to carry out and only submit final project justifications 
for those they wish to complete. Regions are still required to submit all projects received by 
any authorized Public Safety organization to the state PSIC POC. 

 
   Example:  As a region, the regional board is trying to decide if they want to spend their 

allocation on A, B, or C, but has not yet decided by September 26.  The region submits 
project abstracts for A, B, and C.  Then, two weeks later, the regional board decides it wants 
to spend its allocation only on project B and contacts the state PSIC POC to retract projects 
A and C.  Then on October 26, the region only submits a full project justification for project B 
to the state POC.  However, if a group of EMS agencies in the region submit a project for D, 
the region must also submit that project to the state PSIC POC, in addition to project B in 
prioritized order.  

 
Q: Can a region submit a final project justification template that was not originally submitted as an 

abstract?  
 

A: No.  If an abstract template was not submitted on September 26, new projects, differing from 
those on September 26, will not be accepted on October 26.   

   
 
Q: Are non-MPSCS projects acceptable under this grant/will non-MPSCS projects be considered 

secondary projects?  
 

A: All projects must demonstrate that the region has statewide interoperability or will be achieving 
statewide interoperability.   

 
Q: How should the regions “contact” local and tribal government public safety agencies and 

authorized nongovernmental organizations within their region? Can the State do this for us?  
 



A: There are a variety of options for a region to choose (e.g. press release); the decision lies with 
each region. However, the regional homeland security structure allows for this interaction 
through the Local Planning Teams which should already be comprised of all key 
stakeholders. The region should choose a method that works best for them. The state will not 
be contacting these entities; that is the responsibility of the regions. The state will be posting 
the regional PSIC POCs on the Michigan Municipal League website (www.mml.org).    

 
Q: How much local-level detail will be addressed in the Statewide Communications 

Interoperability Plan (SCIP)? 
 

A: The SCIP is a high-level strategic plan and will not go in to much local-level detail. This level of 
detail is addressed through the Tactical Interoperable Communications Plan.  


