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What Is the Canada-U.S.
Enhanced Resiliency Experiment
(CAUSE)?

The Canada-U.S. Enhanced Resiliency Experiment (CAUSE)
IS an ongoing program in support of President Obama's and

Prime Minister Harper’s Beyond the Border Action Plan. Itis a
series of experiments that test and evaluate technologies and
processes that enable cross-border information sharing.




Focus Areas

= Specific focus areas that CAUSE has explored include:
coordination of local, state, provincial and national incident

management and alerting systems across border; public
safety broadband and deployable LTE; cross border request
and acquisition of mutual aid; and using social media to
enhance decision making in emergency management.




CAUSE IV

CAUSE |V acts as a catalyst for building relationships in
support of the U.S.-Canadian Beyond the Border Action Plan.

The objectives of the CAUSE series are to explore how to build
a binational communications interoperability capability and to
connect, test and demonstrate the emerging operational
technologies available between the two countries.




CAUSE IV

= The CAUSE experiments enhance resilience in the border
region by developing operational planning and processes

and catalyzing dialogue to improve shared situational
awareness and decision support for first responders and
emergency managers on both sides of the border.
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Digital Volunteers

Concept of Operations

The Blue Water Region’s is two tiered for the most effective utilization of
resources.

The first tier is utilized for smaller scale events within existing
Emergency Management programs. Activation of local trained
volunteers serving as the members of DVST would occur.

The second tier is utilized for cross border incidents or a larger
catastrophic event that overwhelms the local community and volunteer
resources. The EOC will reach out to nationwide DVST programs to
step in and assist the Emergency Operations Center.




Local Concept

Several members from St. Clair County

Outside area members
= South Carolina
= Washington DC
= London Ontario
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Alert and Warning

= Existing local Canadian notification system cannot activate
broadcast media

= Existing Canadian naotification system cannot utilize
Environmental Canada weather warnings
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Mutual Aid

We continue to struggle with local cross border mutual aid
agreements.

Goal is to test our local warning and mutual aid request in
relation to the formal State/Provincial/ Federal system.
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Questions

Jeff Friedland
St. Clair County HSEM
jfriedland@stclaircounty.org




