Ernie Harwell – “Voice of the Detroit Tigers”
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MSATA did not receive a copy, electronic or otherwise, of Ernie Harwell’s keynote address.  The long-time radio voice of the Detroit Tigers spoke for nearly an hour, without notes or visual aids, yet never missed beat in keeping his audience mesmerized.  

Ernie spoke of his rise through the broadcasting ranks, from battling a speech impediment to becoming the first broadcaster inducted into Baseball’s Hall of Fame.  Ernie shared story after story of some of baseball’s greatest players and most colorful characters, from  Ty Cobb, Lou Gehrig, Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays and Mickey Mantle, to local favorites “Stormin’ Norman” Cash, Al Kaline, and Mark “The Bird” Fidrych.

Ernie also recited, from memory, "The Game for All America", an essay he wrote more than fifty years ago, about what baseball has meant to him.  Ernie’s grand finale left the entire audience choked up. 
After hearing Ernie Harwell, it is no wonder he has endeared himself to millions of Americans everywhere.
