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NOFA Submission Deadline has been extended to August 5, 2016

Q: 	 In areas where population is less than 50,000 and costs will not total $250,000, are they prohibited from applying for this funding?

A:  Yes, we have a minimum request of $250,000.  The purpose of this is to focus in areas of the state that have larger problems with blight.

Q:  Is there any percentage of administration fee paid to the Blight Partners?

A:   We will remit a maximum of total costs per structure of $25,000 based on actual costs.  Contained within these funds is a $500 or 10% of total cost whichever is less, to cover administrative costs. We also remit a $750 maintenance fee to the designated blight partner to cover maintenance of the lot for the term of ownership.

Q:  The NOFA states that “MSHDA is seeking proposals in support of targeted demolition activity within local units of government”.  Does this mean that Counties can partner with a Land Bank for this program?

A:   A local unit of government can be the City or the County, partnering with a local Land Bank or an existing Blight Partner already established through Michigan’s Hardest Hit Blight Elimination program.  Remember you will need to have a Memorandum of Understanding between all parties for the work being done and who is responsible for all tasks.

Q:  Who must hold title to the properties selected for demolition?

A:   All properties selected for demolition must be titled over to the Blight Partner designated by the City or County.  No privately owned properties are eligible for this program and all units must be vacant at time of acquisition by partner.





Q:  What costs can be considered part of “acquisition”?

A:   All costs associated with the purchase of the property can be included in “acquisition” costs, i.e., sales price of property, back taxes, etc.  This acquisition must be included in the maximum total allowed per structure of $25,000.

Q:  When will the grant awards be announced?

A:   Submission deadline for this NOFA is August 5, 2016.  Once all applications are received a committee will review and awards will be granted August 2016.  

Q:  When does the 18 month timeline begin?

A:  The deadlines will begin once the Blight Elimination Participation Agreement is executed by the Blight Partner and our office.  We will also require a Memorandum of Understanding be executed between the local unit of government, our office and the Blight Partner.  

Q:  Must the owner of the properties (Blight Partner) hold the property for the 5 year period of the Mortgage:

A:  Yes, the owner of record which will be our Blight Partner must hold title to the property for the term of our Mortgage which is 5 years.  Special considerations may be made by our office to release the lien prior to the 5 year term based on merit of request and to promote positive economic impact to community.  This will be granted on a case-by-case basis.

Q:   Each City or County must provide a list of properties targeted for this   program. Can the list be adjusted by deleting or adding properties?

A:   At time of initial submission of program we do ask for addresses and maps displaying your strategic plan.  We do realize that during inspections of these properties this list may have to be amended.  Yes, it is acceptable to delete and add addresses to list as long as you do not exceed your award amount and you do not exceed your maximum per property allotment of $25,000 (actual costs).





Q:  Will training be provided for this program?

A:   Yes, training will be provided to all participants that receive an award.  We recommend that all participants go through training, then execute all required agreements so that your 18 month clock does not start until ready.

Q:  Are you looking for actual documents that prove vacancy at acquisition, use nuisance and utility disconnects or can we submit a certified letter and then incorporate the backup documentation into the project file?

A:   At the time of application we will be looking for your targeted list of properties.  During training you will learn how to enter these addresses in our on-line system.  To begin your demolition process, we will ask for an inspection proving the property meets our eligibility criteria.  Many cities are using a building inspection, State of Michigan inspection or City inspection to prove blight.  This will get uploaded into our online system.  

Q:  What about demolition in areas that are historic?

A:   We ask all participants to avoid demolition in historic neighborhoods.  In the event that historic demolition cannot be avoided, we request from the locally designated historic district a commission Notice to Proceed in accordance with 1970 PA 169 and the appropriate approval and sign off by the State Historic Preservation Office.
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