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The Frauenthal Center for the Performing Arts, 425 West Western Avenue, Muskegon

Originally known as the Michigan
Theater, the theater was built in 1929 by
Muskegon movie mogul, Paul
Schlossman. The Moorish themed
theater was designed by Michigan’s
premier theater architect, C. Howard
Crain of Detroit, and cost $690,000 to
build. It opened on September 17, 1930.
Almost thirty years later the theater was
“modernized.” It closed in the 1970s
until a citizens group organized to save
it. Funding came from the Community
Foundation of Muskegon County
through a gift from local industrialist A.
Harold Frauenthal. In 1992 Muskegon
County voters approved a bond issue to renovate the theater and work began in 1998.

Getty 4 Drive-In Theater, 920 Summit Road, Muskegon

This drive-in was constructed in 1949 by Nick Kuris of
Muskegon and was originally known as the N-K Drive-In.
Jack Loeks purchased the outdoor theater in 1967, changing
the name to the Getty Drive-In. In 1980 the Getty added three
additional screens. The original screen was damaged in an
October 2005 storm and removed in 2006 for safety reasons,
though the metal frame

still remains.

Harbor | & Il
1937 Lakeshore Drive, Muskegon

The theater originally opened in 1921 as the
Rivoli Theater. It was renamed Our Theatre in
1931. In 1977 the theater suffered a major fire.
It was gutted and reopened in 1979 and an
additional screen was added in 1981.
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Strand Theater
25-41 E Broadway, Muskegon Heights

The theater was built in 1920, when Paul
Schlossman became the secretary-treasurer of
the Strand Amusement Company of Muskegon
Heights. The State Theater building includes a
retail space on the lower level and several
small living residences above the auditorium
level.

Howmet Theater
304 S. Mears, Whitehall

Originally known as the Playhouse Theater, the
Howmet was built in 1916 by a local
businessman James Nufer and managed by
Frank Ramsey Adams. According to the
University of Oregon archives, where Adams’
papers are preserved, Adams was the owner of
the Sylvan Beach Resort Company from 1916
to 1932. Educated at the University of Chicago,
Adams was a respected director, author,
playwright, and lyricist penning the popular
song “l Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now” in
1909. He wrote the script for the Gary Cooper movie “The Cowboy and the Lady” in 1938. The
theater was purchased by Blue Lake Art camp 1973 and operated by them until 2007.

Lyric Cinemas, 206 S. James, Ludington

The Lyric Theater, which opened in 1925, was once operated by the W. S. Butterfield theater
chain. It closed in September 2007.

Theater
27 S. State Street, Hart
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Overview of Highway Construction in Michigan
Early Trails

Southwest Michigan includes some of Michigan’s earliest transportation routes that first served as
Native Americans trails:

e Sauk Trail - Located in Berrien County, the Sauk Trail was one of the state’s earliest and
most important roadways connecting Detroit and Chicago via Jackson, Coldwater, Niles
and New Buffalo. Originally a major migratory route for Native Americans, in the
nineteenth century it became known as the Chicago Road and served as an early military
road when Michigan was a territory. It became a major stagecoach and wagon route for
settlers entering the state in the 1830s after the opening of the Erie Canal. The road grew
in importance with the rise of the automobile in the early twentieth century and became
one of the first designated state trunk lines, known as M-23, in 1917. It was designated
as U.S. 12 when it was incorporated into the nation’s first federal highway system in
1926.

e Territorial Road - The War of 1812 showcased the need for improved transportation in
the Michigan Territory to facilitate the protection of federal lands. In 1816 the U.S. War
Department sent surveyors to Michigan to determine strategic locations for harbor
improvements and road construction. Federal funding was also appropriated to build up a
key system of military roads throughout the state. Construction began on the Territorial
Road, which ran from Detroit to Benton Harbor, in 1816 though the road was not
completed until 1829.

e Grand River Trail - Once the major transportation route connecting Detroit to West
Michigan, the Grand River Trail crossed the middle of the state via Lansing and Grand
Rapids and terminated in Grand Haven. It originally served as a Native American trail and
was improved into a wagon road in the 1840s as more settlers moved into the western
portion of the state. By 1850, a plank road company had improved the road between
Lansing and Detroit and charged a toll for using the road. The Grand River Trail was
included as one of the original routes in the proposed state trunk line system and in 1917
was officially designated as M-16. In 1926 it became part of the federal highway system
and was known as U.S. 16. Soon after, the highway’s terminus was changed from Grand
Haven to Muskegon with the road following an interurban line that ran through Fruitport.
As U.S. 16, the road was part of a national highway that ran through the northern
Midwestern states to Yellowstone National Park.
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Early Road Construction in Michigan

When Michigan became a state in 1837 there was little federal
funding available for road construction. Except for the few major
roadways improved by the federal government, the majority of
roads in Michigan were developed locally at the township or
village, level or by private individuals. For the first fifty years after
statehood, the townships most often bore the responsibility for
road construction in Michigan. As a result, there was no
systematic growth to Michigan’s roads and almost none of the
improved roads met or joined together to form a continuous
transportation route. By the end of the nineteenth century
Michigan’s roads were in a disastrously poor condition. The
state’s rapid increase in population in the 1840s had
overburdened its existing road system. Michigan’s dirt roads had
been sliced into deep ruts by narrow wagon wheels; its sand
roads were unimproved and impassable. Michigan was not
alone, few states had legal authority to build or care for roads so
it was left to local communities to address the challenge on their
own.

Good Roads Movement

Concern for improving America’s roads started with the bicycling

movement in the late nineteenth century. The invention of the

safety bike in the 1880s and its subsequent improvement and

mass production by American manufacturers led to a bicycling

craze in the United States. By 1889 over one million safety bikes

were being produced. However, the poor conditions of the nation’s roads made cycling
hazardous. To correct the problem, cyclists organized the League of American Wheelmen in part
to lobby for road improvement. The Rhode Island faction of the league had established a Good
Roads Movement in 1880 in an effort to introduce legislation that would lead to improved roads
and make cycling safer and easier. But it was not until the invention of the automobile and its
immediate popularity at the turn of the twentieth century that a new group of supporters for good
roads changed transportation in America forever.

In Michigan, the Good Roads Movement had little impact until Horatio S. Earle, a young bicycle
salesman from Detroit, joined the Michigan branch of the League of American Wheelman in 1896.
Earle was appointed chair of the organization’s Michigan Highway Improvement Committee in
1898 and then chief counsel of the Michigan Division of the League in 1899. In that position, he
organized an International Congress on Good Roads that was held in Port Huron. He also
organized a “good roads train” in which a caravan of different types of motor vehicles would drive
from one point to another documenting any problems they encountered along the way. Earle
used the exposure he received from these events to get elected as a Michigan state senator on a
Good Roads platform. As a result, the first formalized political effort in support of a system of
good roads for Michigan emerged. Though bicyclists had been complaining about poor road
conditions for some time, it was only after the automobile became a common means of
transportation that poor roads came to be viewed as a national crisis. In 1895 there were only
four registered automobiles in the United States—within five years there were over eight
thousand.

Michigan began to take the first serious action on improving its roads when it appointed the first
State Highway Commission in 1892. To ensure the construction of continuous, improved
roadways the Michigan legislature passed a law in 1893 enabling the citizens of a county to vote
on whether their county should adopt a county road system. Only eighteen counties in Michigan,
including Mason and Muskegon counties took advantage of the opportunity to adopt a county
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road system when the law was passed. Berrien County adopted its county road system in 1908
but appropriated no funding until about 1912.

Though it is difficult to comprehend today, road improvement was a hotly contested issue in its
time. Farmers especially did not want to be taxed for road improvements. They thought that good
roads benefited only the rich, who could afford automobiles and had the leisure to tour in them.
To win the farmers over, in 1907 Horatio Earle developed a Good Roads display that was
exhibited at agricultural fairs around the state. Earle knew that he needed to get the farmer’s
support for building a system of improved farm-to-market roads if the Good Roads movement in
Michigan was to be a success. Fortunately, in Southwest Michigan farmers were quick to see the
benefit of good roads in moving their produce to market. It was advantageous to them to get
delicate fruit crops to market as fast as possible and they strongly supported the Good Roads
movement when other farmers in the state were not yet convinced of its importance. For
example, as late as 1922 both the Grange and the Farm Bureau sent petitions to the Michigan
legislature calling for a stop to road construction and a cap on bond issues for road construction.
By that time, the West Michigan Pike, the first continuous hard surface road along the Lake
Michigan shore, had already been completed.

The Creation of the Michigan State Highway Commission

In 1905 the Michigan legislature unanimously passed a constitutional amendment that enabled
the state to provide aid for the improvement of public wagon roads. Public Act 146 of 1905
established the State Highway Department and set up a system in which all license fees for motor
vehicles went to securing good roads in the state. Horatio S. Earle was appointed Michigan'’s first
State Highway Commissioner. Under Earle, the State Rewards Law was implemented. This law
enabled the state to develop specifications for a variety of road types (gravel, stone, and
macadam). A county or township would receive a specific amount of funding for the construction
of up to two miles of improved road if they agreed to follow the state’s specifications. Road
construction was still the responsibility of the townships and counties; the state’s jurisdiction was
limited to inspecting roads that were built with state reward road funds. The result was a
piecemeal system of roads, inconsistent in material and quality of construction that often did not
link together. At a meeting of the Michigan State Horticultural Society H. J. Edgell of South Haven
stated the system did not work well: “it's everybody’s business to build roads—so it's nobody’s
business.”

In 1910 Horatio Earle announced a plan to connect all of Michigan’s county seats with a network
of good roads. In 1911 William Bryant of Kalamazoo proposed the construction of an automobile
highway through southern Michigan that would connect Kalamazoo to Chicago. Plans like these
planted the seeds for the development of a state trunk line system, a continuous system of
improved roads that would connect the major population centers within the state.

Trail Associations

Before state highway systems were in place, local leaders often took road improvement into their
own hands. Between 1900 and 1926, trail associations were formed to develop improved regional
or interstate roadways. Trail associations typically worked in conjunction with a chamber of
commerce or local tourist bureau to bring tourist dollars to the community by improving access to
it. They raised private funding through donations and subscriptions to improve and promote a
trail. Trail association roads could be inconsistent in quality and often did not live up to
expectations.

Trails were often given romantic names that would appeal to a donor or traveler such as “the Old
Spanish Trail” or “the National Parks Trails.” According to the Michigan Highways website “These
routes were designated with names—sometimes fanciful, oftentimes utilitarian or descriptive—
and marked with colored bands on telephone and electric poles.” The first documented trail
association in America was the National Trail Association whose goal was to create a national
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highway between Baltimore and Los Angeles. The most famous and enduring trail association
was the Lincoln Highway Association whose purpose was to create a trail between New York City
and San Francisco. The Lincoln Highway received the backing of one of Henry Ford’s business
associates, Carl Fisher, who was responsible for the construction of the Indianapolis Speedway.

In Michigan two of the earliest trail associations were for the West and the East Michigan Pikes,
which were established around 1911. The two roads were to meet in Mackinaw City creating a
continuous improved highway around the perimeter of the Lower Peninsula.

State Trunk Lines

The State Trunk Line Act was passed in 1913 (Public Act 334) which gave the State Highway
Department the authority to build any bridge over thirty feet in span on a designated state trunk
line. The roads themselves were still to be constructed by local governments. The act enabled the
State Highway Department to develop standardized plans for highway bridges. C. V. Dewart, the
former assistant bridge engineer for the Pere Marquette Railroad, was placed in charge of the
trunk line bridge program.

From the beginning, Michigan’s state trunk line system was built with the purpose of attracting
tourism to the state. At the end of the nineteenth century a resort industry had been established in
northern Lower Michigan that relied on passenger steamer and railroad travel. Astute state
leaders saw the automobile emerging as the primary mode of transportation in the twentieth
century. In order to maintain and increase the state’s tourism industry, they realized that Michigan
would not only have to build good roads; the roads would have to be scenic and provide
amenities to tourists undertaking automobile trips from Chicago to the resort areas in Traverse
City, Petoskey, Charlevoix and points north. From their conception, Michigan’s state trunk lines
were envisioned as a system of tree-lined parkways that would provide lake vistas, picnic areas,
camping sites and access to some of the lakes best scenic and recreational areas. The State
Highway Department under Horatio Earle first promoted the creation of scenic highways, and
subsequent state highway commissioners carried out Earle’s theories until World War Il changed
how people thought about highway travel. Articles in construction trade magazines like Michigan
Roads and Forests pointed out that road construction to increase tourism could not always be
looked at “entirely from a dollars and cents standpoint” but must take into account that “people
who came to this region for their summer are attracted by the scenic beauty.”

Michigan'’s legislature adopted the Covert Act in 1915, which enabled counties to construct roads
from funds acquired through a special assessment of adjacent property owners who agreed to
participate in a road-building program. The Covert Act encouraged construction of secondary
roads and increased the amount a county had to contribute toward the cost of building a state
trunk line through the county. A number of roads in the project area were built as “tests” of the
Covert Act funding system, most notably the Scenic Highway in Muskegon County, which
connected Muskegon State Park to the resort area at White Lake.

In 1917 the state was given authority over the construction of federal roads in Michigan under the
Federal Highway Act. Michigan became the second state in the Union, behind Wisconsin, to
officially establish a state trunk line system that finally gave the State Highway Department the
legal authority to construct the actual roadbeds. At first, the Michigan State Highway Department
designated a continuous system of already existing roads to create the original state trunk line
system. It then worked to improve them to hard surface roads with a uniform
appearance. On the western side of the state, the major north-south trunk line,
running from New Buffalo to Mackinaw City was created from the West Michigan Pike
and designated as state trunk line M-11. The creation of the state trunk line system
led to standardized road specifications, standardized designs for bridges and
culverts, a standardized road marking system, and informational signage to increase
safety. The highway department also worked to legislate the concept of the right of
way and to adopt a road beautification policy.
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Establishment of Federal Highways

In 1926 the United States Numbered Highway System was created, an idea born of the America
Association of State Highway Officials (AASHO), which was established in 1914. The United
States Numbered Highway System was not a product of the federal government and no direct
federal aid was provided to the numbered highways. AASHO's vision was supported by the
Automobile Association of America (AAA) whose leaders found the proliferation of named trails
and highways created by the trail associations to be confusing, inadequate, and off-putting for the
average motorist. AASHO envisioned a system of numbered highways national in scope that
crossed state lines. The result would be a network of standardized, improved roads that made
moving about the country quicker and easier. AASHO worked with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Bureau of Public Roads to develop the proposed numbered routes. The system
came about in part to take better advantage of a requirement in the Federal Aid Act of 1914 which
provided 50 percent of the construction costs of major roads within a state and required that

7 percent of the roads utilizing the funds be interstate in nature. The first United States Numbered
Highways in west Michigan included U.S. 112 (M-23) also known as the Chicago Road, which ran
from Detroit to Chicago and later became U.S. 12; U.S. 31 (M-11), which was to run from
Mackinaw City to Mobile, Alabama; and U.S. 10, which was to run from Detroit to Seattle with a
ferry connection at Ludington.

Road Improvement and the Federal Relief Programs of the 1930s

When the Great Depression loomed in 1929, only about half of the roads in Michigan had been
improved with a hard surface. The Michigan legislature passed the McNitt Act in 1931, which was
meant to provide property tax relief by returning a vehicle weight tax to the counties for road
construction. The act also enabled the consolidation of township roads into a county system to
increase efficiency in road building and maintenance and provide for the absorption of township
roads into a countywide system within a five-year period. The McNitt Act enabled counties to put
funding into the most heavily traveled or most needed roads, rather than leaving road
development to the townships.

The Depression era (1933-1941) saw unrivaled road construction throughout Michigan as the
state and its counties took advantage of the federal relief programs offered under President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal. As early as 1929, the state had shown interest in developing a
continuous shoreline road around the Lower Peninsula that would show off Michigan's Great
Lakes and their beautiful sand dunes. The possibility of receiving federal relief funding to make
that happen was an opportunity that Michigan's State Highway Commissioner, Murray D. Van
Wagoner, could not pass up. In 1935 Van Wagoner announced plans for a forty-two million dollar
road program that would include the construction of a system of tourist and farm-to-market roads
and improvements to Michigan’s state trunk lines. Van Wagoner’s vision was for the development
of a new perimeter highway system to be called “Shoreline Highway.” He estimated that with the
proposed road improvements, 50 percent of a tourist’s driving time would be within sight of a
Michigan lake or stream. The proposed highway program would include relocating and
straightening highways and paving them with a hard surface aggregate. Michigan was the
seventh state to submit a request for federal aid for road construction. Work was to begin with
small projects that could be completed in sixteen months. One of the earliest federal relief road
projects in Michigan was the construction of a new entry into the state from the Indiana state line
just south of New Buffalo. This section of road was to connect U.S. 12 to the Dunes Highway, an
improved road that followed along the southern edge of Lake Michigan through Indiana and
lllinois into Chicago. From New Buffalo to the state line, U.S. 12 was straightened and
landscaped in native plant material in the Prairie landscape style popularized by Chicago-based
landscape architect Jens Jensen. The U.S. 12 improvement project also included the construction
of a tourist lodge at New Buffalo, the first of its kind in the nation. Dedicated on May 9, 1935, the
welcome center was wildly successful providing an opportunity to give tourists information about
the state and to collect statistics on tourist visits to Michigan. As a result, two other welcome
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centers were built at Michigan entry points, in Menominee and Monroe, and the construction of

welcome centers became a common practice in states across the country. In 1936 the highway
department announced that construction of the first portion of the proposed “Shoreline Highway”
would begin between Bay City and Cheboygan on Michigan’s east coast.

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) embarked on a program to improve Michigan’s farm-
to-market roads in 1937. These were roads that connected rural farm communities to large
regional markets where farm produce could be sold or shipped to cities. Under the WPA the dirt
farm-to-market roads were stabilized with a mix of gravel and crushed stone saturated with a
small amount of calcium chloride. The resulting surface cost little and required minimal upkeep.
The program employed local farmers providing them with income to help them weather the
financial difficulties brought on by the Great Depression. According to the Michigan Farmer,
Michigan was among the first state’s to recognize the importance of improving these roads.

Post World War Il Expressways

The seeds for a limited access interstate highway system were planted when President Franklin
Roosevelt signed the Federal Highway Act of 1938, which enabled the creation of a national
interstate toll road system. However, World War Il and the redirection of funds and personnel to
the war effort brought a temporary end to any such plans. After the war, the Federal Highway Act
of 1944 allocated funding for the construction of interstate highways; Michigan’s Highway
Department first revealed a plan to create a system of limited access expressways in 1946.
Within the project area, the plans called for U.S. 31 from New Buffalo to U.S. 10 in Ludington to
become a four-lane, divided highway that would bypass major cities along the route.
Implementation of the expressway began in 1948 with work on the construction of a section of
two-lane divided highway on U.S. 31 between Holland and Grand Haven (completed in 1950). In
1951 the Holland Bypass, a four-lane section of limited access highway that ran from U.S. 21
south and reconnected with the old U.S. 31 along Washington Avenue was begun. It was
completed in 1955. That same year, a strip of highway in Oceana County now known as Oceana
Drive, which ran from Monroe Road to the Mason County line was designated the Pentwater
Bypass.

In 1956 President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the Federal Highway Act of 1956, which provided
fifty-nine billion dollars in funding for forty-one thousand miles of an interstate system of limited
access highway to be constructed between 1957 and 1969. As a young army officer in 1919,
Eisenhower had participated in a transcontinental exhibition convoy that went from Washington
D. C. to San Francisco in an effort to show how desperately the country needed a national road
system. Some of the army’s heaviest artillery and equipment were driven along America’s
highways to emphasize the need for standardized road specifications. These convoys would
often get mired in mud or crush a poorly constructed bridge as they tried to traverse it, graphically
making the point that the nation’s roads were inadequate for national security. The experience
had a strong influence on Eisenhower, leading him to sign the National Interstate and Defense
Highway Act when he became president.
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The West Michigan Pike

By the late nineteenth century a successful resort industry had developed in the northern portion
of West Michigan thanks to the construction of the Bay View Resort Association near Petoskey in
1875. The land had been provided to the Methodist Assembly by the railroad in exchange for a
Chautauqua program that would bring more people to the area. Passenger steamer lines initiated
routes between Chicago and Milwaukee that helped increase the popularity of the developing
resorts near Petoskey and Harbor Springs. The completion of a north-south rail line along
Michigan’s west side from Chicago to Petoskey by the Chicago and West Michigan Railroad in
1894 really helped to open up the southern portion of west Michigan to the resort trade as towns
petitioned for the establishment of a depot. But the railroad’s reign as the dominant mode of
passenger transportation in West Michigan was brief, quickly giving way to the automobile. It was
through the foresight of a number of businessmen that West Michigan was able to improve and
expand its successful resort industry and cash in on automobile tourism. At a time when
lumbering was waning and local communities were experiencing an economic downturn, these
men began actively looking for a way to jumpstart the region’s economy. They were convinced
that West Michigan’s resort trade would prosper if a well-marked, hard surface road could be built
from the state line to Mackinaw City. That road was the West Michigan Pike. They worked hard to
convince state and county government officials as well as local citizens that the expense would
be well worth the benefits it would reap.

The roads in West Michigan at the turn of the century were abysmal. Deep ruts, mud, and sand
made travel difficult. When the automobile came into prominence, road conditions became even
more intolerable. Stories of an automobile’s tires being buried in sand up to the hub were
common. In the early 1900s business and civic leaders would often create a highway association
and develop a catchy name for a “motor way” as a means of rallying local support and raising
funds for the construction of a good road in their area. The Lincoln Highway and the Dixie
Highway are examples of some of America’s most recognized named highways, but there were
hundreds of such road organizations across the country. Oddly, there was no comprehensive
approach to road construction and it was not unusual for improved sections of a road to be
separated by long stretches of unimproved road...

In 1911 the West Michigan Lakeshore Highway Association was formed to promote the
construction of an automobile touring route along Lake Michigan from New Buffalo to Mackinaw
City. It was to be called the West Michigan Pike. Dr. William DeKleine of Grand Haven served as
the organization’s first president. At their initial meeting, held on January 10, 1912, in Muskegon,
the association determined that their first priority was to conduct an assessment of the current
condition of roads along the proposed route. To conduct the survey, Dr. DeKleine took a train to
South Haven where Dr. G. F. Young, chair of the South Haven Community Club, joined him. The
two men took Dr. Young’'s Runabout to St. Joseph and then drove the most direct route they
could find to Holland, recording the roads they took and their condition. To generate interest, the
Runabout was decorated with banners reading “West Michigan Lakeshore Highway Association.”
Other community leaders joined the two doctors along the way and soon a small group of
automobiles was driving the route. In Pentwater, they met with John I. Gibson, Secretary of the
West Michigan Development Bureau; in Glen Haven, lumberman Daniel H. Day joined the
excursion and continued on with them to Mackinaw City. The trip took one week.

Once the survey was completed the association organized a promotional tour of the proposed
route for the second week of July 1912. One dozen automobiles left St. Joseph; by the time the
group reached Traverse City, fifty automobiles were participating. In 1913 the West Michigan
Lakeshore Highway Association reorganized and changed its name to the West Michigan Pike
Association. (A sister organization on Michigan's east coast was working to develop the East
Michigan Pike). The West Michigan “Pikers” as they were called held summer automobile rallies
between 1913 and 1922, driving the proposed roadway to call attention to how it was developing.
These rallies served as fundraising and public relations events. Subscriptions were sold and the
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funding was used for road improvements. The efforts of the West Michigan Pike boosters helped
the counties along the route focus their road construction efforts on a connected road system
through the region.

In 1914 William LeToutit of Grand Haven took over as

. L . . West Michigan Pike Association
president of the Association and for the first time there was

enough improved road for the “Pikers” to drive all the way First meeting was held January 10, 1912 in Muskegon.
to Mackinaw City during their annual summer rally. It was kﬁfiﬁaJﬁﬁnhce’fvhfafﬁﬁgﬁ{évtvfieer'vegtggdpﬁsmznaui by
also the_ first year _that the road was marke(_j along its entire | 5 kieine was named President. The e el
route with metal signs. In 1916 the metal signs were themselves the West Michigan Lake Shore Highway
replaced by concrete mile markers erected along the Association.

length of the Western Pike to make it easier for travelers to
distinguish the route. These markers were eight feet tall
and weighed 350 pounds; an example of one can be found

President: Dr. William A. De Kleine, Grand Haven
Secretary-Treasurer: Richard M. Hoffman, Manistee

at Fulton and 7" Streets in Grand Haven. That same year, Executive Committee
the “Pikers” met up with members of the Dixie Highway JF";”"I HGa_’E"tonvGTfa"g';e e
Assaociation in Mackinaw City where the two roads joined. S e Sl Eel, SIEE K

. . David H. Day, Glen Haven
A ceremony was held to dedicate a cobblestone obelisk J. E. Merritt, Manistee

(demolished) were the East and West Pikes met.
County Representatives

. . . . L. E. Shay, Emmet
Early improved roads were typically bituminous A. M. Wilkinson, Charlevoix

macadam—crushed stone in a tar like substance with the W. J. Letouit, Benzie
surface treated with calcium chloride. In 1909, Michigan P. G. Olsen, Manistee
became a leader in road construction techniques when the o Lk JBES, LIEEER

. . . . W. A. Eaton, Oceana
first mile of concrete highway constructed in the world was | 15 "G Bolt, Muskegon

laid on Woodward Avenue between Six and Seven Mile Austin Harrington, Ottawa
roads in Wayne County. The Pike’s designation as state William Takken, Allegan
trunk line M-11 in 1917, helped push the case that it J. C. Monroe, Van Buren

Berrien and Antrim Counties were not represented

should become a concrete road. Concrete construction of

the roadway began in the southern and northern most
counties and continued until a continuous, concrete road met in the middle. An article in the
South Haven Daily Tribune on April 27, 1918, states that a concrete road was to be constructed
through Ganges Township that year. The road would follow the West Michigan Pike from the
Casco Township line north to Glenn then head east one mile and then north five miles to the
township line. The concrete road was to be sixteen feet wide and cost $143,600. Gravel for the
concrete was to be taken from the beach.

By 1918 West Michigan resorts accessed from the Pike, like Macatawa Park and Ottawa Beach
near Holland, were already being advertised in Chicago newspapers. In addition the Holland City
News noted, “the West Michigan Pike means more to Holland than its citizens realize.” In 1920
nine and a half miles of concrete road between Grand Haven and Holland were constructed in
what the State Highway Commission considered to be its greatest achievement for that year. The
construction of this portion of the road coincided with improvements to Grand Haven State Park
that “provided the motoring public with that long wished for convenience which is a free parking
place on the shores of Lake Michigan.” The park dedication on November 7, 1921, included the
unveiling of a 40 foot steel flagpole, courtesy of the Grand Haven Exchange Club. Grand Haven
State Park was the official western terminus of another new state trunk line M-16. The park’s
concrete oval offered a place for auto tourists to camp right at the beach. Grand Haven State
Park had officially opened in June 1921 and a survey conducted that year found that about two
thousand automobiles traveled to visit the park each day. Ninety-one percent of the visitors were
from outside the Grand Haven area-- thirteen percent of those were from states outside of
Michigan. Another celebration took place in December of that year when a stretch of concrete
road between South Haven, Saugatuck, Muskegon, and Holland was completed.

The West Michigan Pike Association conducted its final summer rally in 1922. Called the “Tour
De Luxe” it was a victory tour that signified the successful completion of the group’s work—a
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continuous hard surface road between New Buffalo and Mackinaw City. The tour began in
Chicago and the “Pikers” stopped for lunch at the Whitcomb Hotel in St. Joseph. Nine touring
cars then left for Grand Haven where they dined at the Highland Park Hotel. The next day they
ate lunch at the Stearns Hotel in Ludington sponsored by J .S. Stearns of Stearns Lumber. While
the first auto tour conducted by Dr. DeKleine in 1911 had “plowed through sand a good portion of
the way,” by 1922 only one mile of unimproved road existed between New Buffalo and Mackinaw
City. A large percentage of the road south of Oceana County was classified simply as “hard
surface pavement.” However, through Ottawa County for twenty-miles between Holland and
Grand Haven it was celebrated as a “continuous stretch of splendid 18 foot concrete road.” This
was in large part due to the efforts of William “Concrete” Connelly, a member of the Ottawa
County Road Commission who had been elected to the Michigan State Senate on a “Good
Roads” platform. Connelly, whose home was in Spring Lake, was a strong supporter of concrete
highways. He pushed for the adoption of a $50 million dollar bond for road construction when the
Michigan State Highway Commission was formed, in order to achieve that end. While it had
always been State Highway Commissioner Horatio Earle’s vision to construct a scenic highway
on the west coast of Michigan to encourage tourists from other Midwest states to travel to
Michigan’s resorts, he acknowledged that it was the work of the West Michigan Pike Association
that inspired the people of West Michigan to hasten the improvement of the West Michigan Pike
for their own immediate benefit and the general benefit of the state.

In 1926 the West Michigan Pike was incorporated into the federal highway system as U.S. 31.
According to the Michigan State Highway Department Biennial Report for 1930-32, “State Trunk
Line M-11. Better known as the West Michigan Pike, it is one of the most important tourist roads
in the state serving as a route for the Michigan resorts along Lake Michigan from which the state
derives an immense amount of business during the course of a year.” (p. 37)

West Michigan Pike and the Dixie Highway

The Dixie Highway Association was established in 1914 to create a national improved highway
from Miami, Florida to the Straits of Mackinaw. The road was the idea of Carl Graham Fisher who
had been a strong supporter of the country’s first continuous improved road, the Lincoln Highway,
which ran from New York to San Francisco. Fisher was also behind the establishment of the
Indianapolis Speedway and at the time was developing a resort community in southern Florida
that became the city of Miami. To help generate interest in his development, Fisher called for a
continuous improved highway that ran north to south. At first, the road was to run from Chicago to
Miami, but Michigan representatives to the 1915 Dixie Highway Association meeting had so much
support from the state and from their local communities they were able to convince the
association to consider two branches of the northern section of the highway—one that began in
Chicago and one that began in Sault St Marie and ran along Michigan’s eastern coast to Toledo.
By 1916 Phil T. Colgrove, president of Michigan’s Good Roads Association, had become a
trustee of the Dixie Highway Association and strongly promoted the highway’s development in
Michigan. The success of the Lincoln Highway and other named highways around the country
had shown communities what a “good road” could do for a local economy. The cities along
Michigan’s western shore asked to be included in the Dixie Highway initiative. Eventually a
western branch was added that ran from Mackinaw City to Traverse City and south, including
Ludington, Pentwater, and Muskegon after which it veered inward to Grand Rapids. In 1922 the
lakeshore communities south of Muskegon to Benton Harbor and then inward to Niles petitioned
to be included in the western branch of the Dixie Highway and their request was granted.
Michigan was second only to Georgia in hosting the most miles of the Dixie Highway. At a
meeting of the Dixie Highway Association held in 1923 it was conceded that, because so much
work had been done to improve the West Michigan Pike, “Michigan . . . has surpassed all other
states in construction of this great interstate thoroughfare.” Participation in the Dixie Highway
required uniformity in how the road was constructed and marked. In addition to Michigan’s main
east and west branch lines, a number of loop drives to adjacent cites were included in the Dixie
Highway Association’s tour guides.
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Revival of the West Michigan Pike Association

In 1929 the original organizers of the West Michigan Pike Association revived the group with a
new mission. The original road had been a linking of piecemeal roads constructed by townships,
cities and counties. The result was a narrow, meandering, curving road that could no longer
sustain the increasing amount of automobile traffic that used it. Prior to 1926 the West Michigan
Pike was a significant tourist draw for West Michigan—just wandering up or down the road in your
automobile stopping at villages, campgrounds, and beaches on a whim was a vacation in and of
itself. However, in the mid-twenties the Pike became a victim of its own success. It had become
so congested and dangerous that the region’s tourism entrepreneurs now saw it as a detriment to
tourism. Tourist traffic had continuously increased on the road between 1918 and 1926. Tourist
traffic on the Pike declined after 1926 and the top complaints were traffic congestion and the
condition of the road. Thus, the West Michigan Pike Association proposed the construction of a
new superhighway for the western Lower Peninsula. The proposed concrete highway would be
forty feet wide and would closely hug Lake Michigan providing scenic views of the lake wherever
possible. At a February meeting of the West Michigan Pike Association, seventy representatives
from western Michigan, from Berrien to Muskegon County, were in attendance (the majority of
attendees were from Benton Harbor, St. Joseph and South Haven). The group voted to oppose
the Dykstra Bill, proposed legislation that would split the funding for road construction collected
from the gas tax (established in 1925) three ways between cities, townships, and counties. They
believed such an action would dilute the state’s ability to construct good roads.

In April 1929 Michigan’s new state highway commissioner, Grover Dillman, was invited to speak
to the West Michigan Pike Association. His speech revealed the state’s plan for a $30 million road
project to construct a forty-foot wide shoreline road around the entire Lower Peninsula. Dillman
stated that the first phase of the project would be to widen U.S. 31 from the Indiana state line to
Manistee. Work had already begun on developing what was referred to as a “superhighway” from
New Buffalo to St. Joseph (today known as Red Arrow Highway). The plans included major
relocations of the road in three areas south of Grand Haven. From Benton Harbor to South Haven
the road would be moved closer to the lakeshore to shorten the route by five miles. The new road
would accommodate increased tourist, bus, and commercial traffic. A tourist lodge was planned
for just north of the Indiana state line to provide tourists with information about Michigan’s
attractions. Because the state was already meeting the needs of West Michigan in its proposed
plan for an improved scenic shoreline road, the West Michigan Pike Association thought its work
complete, and disbanded for good.

Much of the work outlined by Dillman in his speech to the West Michigan Pike Association was
carried out in the 1930s through the use of federal relief funding. When Murray D. Van Wagoner
became the state highway commissioner in 1933, he continued to support the creation of a
shoreline highway. The route of the West Michigan Pike served as the basis for the western arm
of the proposed road and the significant improvements made to the route with federal relief
money throughout the 1930s were undertaken with that goal in mind. The Michigan State
Highway Department Biennial Report for 1934-36 stated

The West Michigan Pike Association was directly responsible for the educational
propaganda that inspired the people of the western portion of the state to hasten the
improvement of this main highway, state trunk line 11, for our immediate benefit and the
general benefit of the state

Especially important was the further development of the system of tourist and shoreline
roads and roadside parks and landscaping . . . Service to visiting tourists seeking
recreation and sport in Michigan was improved and extended with the completion of the
Tourist Information Lodge at New Buffalo which has met with such favor from the
traveling public that other lodges are planned for Menominee, Monroe, and Sault St
Marie.



Transportation — Highways 260

According to James Glasgow in his 1939 dissertation Muskegon, Michigan: the Evolution of a
Lake Port, “The development of the West Michigan Pike, a north-south highway passing through
Muskegon, was the pioneer movement of its kind in the state.” Until 1912 little effort had been
made in Michigan to connect the main roads of different counties into one continuous, improved
road. By doing so, the West Michigan Pike completely changed the landscape of West Michigan.

Promoting the West Michigan Pike — The Michigan Tourist and Resort Association

The Michigan Tourist and Resort Association (MTRA) was established in Grand Rapids in 1917
to promote West Michigan. According to historian Willis F. Dunbar it was “the first regional
association formed to promote the tourist and resort industry” in Michigan. Hugh S. Gray, a native
of Lakeville, Michigan, and a former employee of the Pere Marquette Railroad, served as
president of the Association from its beginning until his death in 1943. Gray was a tireless
promoter of Michigan and laid the foundation for a number of programs that had a lasting effect
on tourism in the state such as the establishment of the Manistee State Forest, the establishment
and promotion of state parks, the appropriation of state funds for tourism advertising, and the
development of hotel management courses at Michigan State University. Gray understood the
interconnection between aesthetics, natural resource conservation, and a healthful environment
and their importance in attracting visitors to Michigan.

The tourism foundation that Gray and the MTRA set forth in the 1920s served Michigan well for
decades to come. Gray established the West Michigan Vacation Directory that listed resorts,
beaches, golf courses and other recreation activities. (The publication was renamed Carefree
Days in West Michigan in 1936.) The MTRA began the heavy advertising of West Michigan as a
vacation spot in Midwestern cities like Cincinnati, Omaha, and St. Louis. In 1921 the West
Michigan Tourist Association established a Chicago office with an annual budget of thirty
thousand dollars. The office provided maps, resort brochures, and road condition assessments to
potential tourists.

Hugh S. Gray and the MTRA understood the significance that automobile tourism could have on
West Michigan and were strong supporters of the West Michigan Pike. In 1920 Gray and the
MTRA developed a plan for West Michigan that would result in it being “the first resort region in
the land to offer auto tourists standardized sleeping and eating accommodations.” The plan called
for the creation of a “chain of high grade tourist camps” that would serve travelers to Lake
Michigan’s northwestern resorts. The camps would provide “comfortable beds,” “wholesome
appetizing meals,” and good service. It was hoped that these camps would “divert travel up to the
Great Lakes from other touring regions just as standardized Harvey eating houses years ago
turned western traffic toward Santa Fe. . . “ (Michigan Roads and Highways, April 1920) (Fred
Harvey was an entrepreneur hired by the Atchison, Topeka and the Santa Fe Railroad in 1876 to
provide food and lodging along their route in an effort to establish a strong tourism market in the
Southwest.) The Michigan Tourist and Resort Association wanted to “make travel to permanent
resorts more pleasant” by “establishing camps all the way up the West Michigan Pike from the
Indiana state line to the Straits and on the Mackinac Trail from the Kalamazoo to the Straits.” The
camps were to be located at scenic spots at intervals that could easily be traveled between meals
or, at the least, between breakfast and dinner. Five camps were proposed for construction in
1920. In the project area free municipal campsites were to be constructed at St. Joseph and
Holland, and the campsites in state parks at Grand Haven, Mears, and Silver Lake were to be
included in the campaign. There was also a plan for Holland to have a loop pavement “thereby
imitating the Chicago Lakeshore famous loop.” The Holland plan called for paving Seventh Street
from Lincoln to Pine and connecting Seventh and Eighth Streets. The Great Lake Way
Association was formed to carry out the plan. Fred Rowe of Grand Rapids served as president of
the Association. Directors from the project area included John Klock, Benton Harbor; S. A. Miller,
Macatawa Park; Charles W. Parrish, Saugatuck; A. H. Landreth of Holland, and Harry Hoag and
J .P. Townsend of Saint Joseph.
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In 1936 the MTRA established its office at 22 Sheldon NE in Grand Rapids in what is now
Veterans Memorial Park. Hugh Gray was honored in 1938 with the construction of a stone cairn
off U.S. 31 in Antrim County, four and one-half miles north of Elk Rapids. It is no doubt that the
success of the West Michigan Pike in bringing tourists to West Michigan is in large part due to the
innovative thinking and continuous promotion of Hugh S. Gray.

Other Names for the West Michigan Pike

Over time the West Michigan Pike was incorporated into Michigan’s state and federal highway
systems. As noted above it, it became M-11 in 1917. In Berrien County it was known as M-112 in
1926 and later US 12, while north of Benton Harbor it became US 31. The West Michigan Pike
became part of the Dixie Highway system in the 1920s. The road was realigned and improved
throughout the 1930s. This improved route was designated the Blue Star Memorial Highway in
1952. US 12 in Berrien County was designated as the Red Arrow Highway in 1953.
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Indiana State Line to Saint Joseph

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written

description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.

From Indiana State Line North on Grand
Beach Road, West on Wilson Road, East on
Buffalo Road (U.S. 12) to New Buffalo, West
on Whittaker, North on Rivera Road continue
North on Marquette Road to Union Pier,
North on Lakeshore Road through Lakeside,
North on Red Arrow Highway through
Harbert, Northeast on Old M-11 into
Sawyer, East on Sawyer Road, North on
California to Bridgman, East on Shawnee,
North on Jericho Road, East on Linco, North
on Jericho Road to Stevensville, East on
Johnson Road, North on Holden Road, West
on Glenlord, North on Red Arrow Highway
into Saint Joseph



Transportation — Highways

264

West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Saint Joseph to South Haven

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written

description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.

From Saint Joseph, North on State
Street, East on Ship Street, Northeast
on Main Street into Benton Harbor,
North on Water Street, East on
Territorial Road, Northeast on Red
Arrow Highway through Coloma, East
on Paw Paw Road into Watervliet,
Northeast on Watervliet Road, West on
52" Avenue (Hagar Shore Road, North
on Paw Paw Lake Road (M-140)
through Covert continue North into
South Haven, North on LaGrange
Road, Northwest on Phillips, North on
Broadway, West on Dyckman, North
on North Shore Drive
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

South Haven to Holland

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written

description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.

South Haven, North on La Grange,
Northwest on Phillips, North on
Broadway, West on Dyckman, North
on North Shore Drive, East on Blue
Star Highway (70th Street in Ganges
Twp) North on 70" Street to Glenn,
East on 114" Street, North on 68"
Street (hOId U.S. 31) to Douglas, East
on 138" Street, North on Center, North
on Washington, Cross bridge to
Saugatuck, Northwest on Lake Street,
West on Culver Street, North on Butler,
East on Francis, Northeast on Holland,
North on 64" Street, East on 32"
Street. North on Lugers, East on South
Shore Drive into Holland, East on 17"
Street to River Street.
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Holland to Grand Haven

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written description
is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book: Indiana, Ohio,
Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis: Scarborough Motor
Guide Company, 1917.

From Holland, East on 17" Street to
River Street, North on 136™ Street,
through Agnew, North on 160", West on
Ferris, North on 168" Street into Grand
Haven, West on Washington, North on
Seventh, Cross Bridge, North on 174"
Street through Ferrysburg, North on
Grand Haven Road
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Grand Haven to Montague

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written
description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:

Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.

From Ferrysburg, North on Grand Haven
Road through Norton Shores, Northwest on
Business U.S. 31, Northwest on Merriam in
Muskegon Heights, West on Summit, North
on Peck Street into Muskegon, Northwest on
3rd, East on Western Avenue, West on
Eastern avenue, and Northeast on Ottawa
Street, Northwest on Memorial Causeway,
Southwest on Lake Street, Northwest on
Center, North on Witham Road, North on
Whitehall Road, West on Riley Thompson
Road, North on Lorenson, East on Lakewood
Drive, North on Durham Street, West on
Colby Street into Whitehall, Cross bridge to
Montague
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Montague to Pentwater

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written
description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:

Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.

From Montague, Northwest on Dowling,
North on Lamos Road, West on Post Road,
North on Old 99 Road, East on Meinert
Road, North on 56" Street, East on Arthur,
North on 64" Street, East on Hayes (in 1922
the route from Montague was changed to
Whitehall Road), North on Oceana Drive
through Shelby, West on Water Street to
State Street through Hart, Cross bridge, East
to Oceana Drive, West on Monroe Street
through Pentwater
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West Michigan Pike 1922 Route

Pentwater to Ludington

From Pentwater, West on Sixth Street, North
on Hancock, East on Park to Business U.S.
31, North on Meyers, West on Hesslund,
North on Lenz, West on Sixth Street into
Ludington, North on Madison, West on 2™
Street, North on Washington, West on
Dowland, North on James Street to
Ludington Avenue, East Ludington Avenue
(U.S. 10) to Scottville

The map is from the West Michigan Pike Tour Guide 1922. The written
description is based on information from Scarborough’s Official Tour Book:
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, lllinois and Wisconsin Trunk Lines. Indianapolis:
Scarborough Motor Guide Company, 1917.
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Verbal Description of the 1922 Route of the West Michigan Pike

From Indiana State Line North on Grand Beach Road, West on Wilson Road, East on Buffalo
Road (US 12) to New Buffalo, West on Whittaker, North on Rivera continue North on Marquette
Road to Union Pier, North on Lakeshore Road through Lakeside, North on Red Arrow Highway
through Harbert, Northeast on Old M-11 into Sawyer, East on Sawyer Road, North on California
to Bridgman, East on Shawnee, North on Jericho, East on Linco, North on Jericho to
Stevensville, East on Johnson Road, North on Holden Road, West on Glen Lord, North on Red
Arrow Highway into St. Joseph

From St. Joseph, North on State Street, East on Ship Street, Northeast on Main Street into
Benton Harbor, North on Water Street, East on Territorial Road, Northeast on Red Arrow
Highway through Coloma, East on Paw Paw Road into Watervliet, Northeast on Watervliet
Road, West on 52" Ave (Hagar Shore Rd), North on Paw Paw Lake Rd (M-140) through Covert
continue North into South Haven, North on La Grange, Northwest on Phillips, North on
Broadway, West on Dyckman, North on North Shore

South Haven, North on La Grange, Northwest on Phillips, North on Broadway, West on
Dyckman, North on North Shore, East on Blue Star Highway through Glenn, East on 118", North
on 68" (Old 31) to Douglas, East on 138", North on Center, North on Washington, Cross bridge
to Saugatuck, Northwest on Lake Street, West on Culver Street, North on Butler, East on
Francis, Northeast on Holland, North on 64" Street, East on 32"* North on Lugers, East on South
Shore into Holland, East on 17" Street to River Street.

From Holland, East on 17" Street to River St, North on 136" Street, through Agnew, North on
160", West on Ferris, North on 168" Street into Grand Haven, West on Washington, North on
Seventh, Cross Bridge, North on 174" Street through Ferrysburg, North on Grand Haven Road

North on 168" Street into Grand Haven, West on Washington, North on Seventh, Cross Bridge,
North on 174" Street through Ferrysburg, North on Grand Haven Road through Norton Shores,
Northwest on Business 31, Northwest on Merriam in Muskegon Heights, West on Summit, North
on Peck Street into Muskegon, Northwest on 3rd, East on Western, West on Eastern, and
Northeast on Ottawa Street, Northwest on Memorial Causeway, Southwest on Lake St,
Northwest or Center, North on Witham, North on Whitehall Road, West on Riley Thompson Road,
North on Lorenson, East on Lakewood, North on Durham St, West on Colby Street into Whitehall,
Cross bridge to Montague, Northwest on Dowling, North on Lamos, West on Post, North on Old
99 Road, East on Meinert, North on 56", East on Arthur, North on 64", East on Hayes (in 1922
the route from Montague was changed to Whitehall Road)

From Montague, Northwest on Dowling, North on Lamos, West on Post, North on Old 99 Road,
East on Meinert, North on 56", East on Arthur, North on 64™, East on Hayes (in 1922 the route
from Montague was changed to Whitehall Road), North on Oceana through Shelby, West on
Water Street to State Street through Hart, Cross bridge, East to Oceana Drive, West on Monroe
through Pentwater

From Pentwater, West on Sixth, North on Hancock, East on Park to Business 31, North on Pere
Marquette Highway, West on Sixth into Ludington, Right on Madison, Left on 2" Street, Right on
Washington, Left on Dowland, Right on James Street, to Ludington Avenue, East to Scottville
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The Dixie Highway

The Dixie Highway Association

was established in 1914 to create
a national improved highway from
Miami, Florida to the Straits of
Mackinac. The road was the idea
of Carl Graham Fisher who had been a strong
supporter of America’s first continuous, improved
national road, the Lincoln Highway, which ran from
New York to San Francisco. Fisher was also
behind the establishment of the Indianapolis
Speedway and at the time was developing a resort
community in southern Florida that later became
the city of Miami. To help generate interest in his
Florida development, Fisher called for the
construction of an improved north-south highway
equal to the Lincoln Highway.

At first the road was to run from Chicago to Miami,
but Michigan representatives to the 1915 Dixie
Highway Association meeting had so much
support from the state and from local community
leaders they were able to convince the association
to consider two branches of the northern section of
the highway—one that began in Chicago and one
that began in Sault Ste. Marie and ran along
Michigan’s eastern coast to Toledo. In 1916 Phil T.
Colgrove, president of Michigan’s Good Roads
Association, had become a trustee of the Dixie
Highway Association and strongly promoted the
highway’s development in Michigan. Construction
on the Dixie Highway ran from 1915 to 1927 and
when completed it ran for 5,706 miles from
Ontario, Canada, to Miami, Florida.

The success of the Lincoln Highway and other
named highways around the country had shown
communities what a “good road” could do for a
local economy. The cities along Michigan’s
western shore asked to be included in the Dixie
Highway initiative. Eventually a western branch
was added that ran from Mackinaw City to
Traverse City and south through Ludington,
Pentwater, and Muskegon, where it veered inward
to Grand Rapids. In 1922 the lakeshore cities
between Muskegon and Benton Harbor petitioned
to be included in the western branch of the Dixie
Highway.

Michigan was second only to the state of Georgia
in hosting the most miles of the Dixie Highway. At
a meeting of the Dixie Highway Association held in
1923 it was conceded that “Michigan . . . has
surpassed all other states in construction of this
great interstate thoroughfare.” Participation in the

Dixie Highway1923 map from the U.S. Highways website
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Dixie Highway required a commitment to uniformity in how the road was constructed and marked.
The route was marked with a white sign with a red band and the letters DH.

In addition to Michigan’s main east and west branch lines, a number of loop drives to adjacent
cites were included in the Dixie Highway Association’s tour guides. The main western Michigan
route of the Dixie Highway became U.S. 31 when the federal numbered highway system was
introduced in 1926.
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Sy Blue Star Memorial Highway

The Blue Star Highway is an early realignment of the original West Michigan

Pike. Work began in 1930 near Benton Harbor to straighten the road and
MEMORIAL eliminate sharp turns and curves. Work continued through Allegan County in
HIGHWAY 1934 and ended with the completion of the Saugatuck bypass in 1937.

A

The Blue Star Highway program was the idea of the president of the Garden Club of New Jersey,
Mrs. Lewis M. Hull, who in 1945 first suggested creating a living memorial by planting a section of
highway with trees and shrubs to honor the American men and women who

served in the armed forces during World War 1. Named for the star on the service flags that were
hung in the windows of homes with family members serving in the armed forces, the first Blue
Star Memorial was a six-mile strip of New Jersey highway planted with dogwood trees. Billboards
were banned from the designated memorial highway area. In 1946 the New Jersey Highway
Commissioner spoke about the project at the annual meeting of the National Council of State
Garden Clubs (NCSGC) held in New York City. At that meeting, the clubs voted to implement the
idea of a living memorial on a national basis. Each state garden club petitioned their state
legislature to designate a section of highway as a Blue Star Memorial. _

The NCSGC developed guidelines for the plantings of the memorial : !
highway. These guidelines encouraged the “naturalist plantings of

diversified indigenous trees and shrubs to blend with the existing 8 GioE —
landscaping at the location.” The plantings required the approval of inﬂnonm HICHWAY
the state highway commissioner and led to a unique partnership A h fribtets
between the garden clubs and their state transportation departments. |
In 1947 Mrs. Frederic R. Kellogg, former president of the New Jersey
Garden Club, donated the design for the bronze Blue Star Memorial —
marker used in designated areas to provide a unified look for the & & 3%3@
memorial highways. The program was expanded in 1951 to ' )
memorialize all veterans as well as the men and women currently serving in the armed forces.

b

o B e
v Momicta

In Michigan the Federated Garden Clubs adopted the Blue Star Memorial project in 1947. At their
request, the legislature designated 379 miles of US 31 from the Indiana state line to Sault Ste.
Marie as Michigan’s Blue Star Memorial Highway in 1952. Ten bronze markers were erected
along the route between 1948 and 1958 at Niles, South Haven, Saugatuck, Muskegon, Hart,
Traverse City, EIk Rapids, Mackinaw City, St. Ignace, and Sault Ste Marie.

In the 1960s, a two-lane portion of the Blue Star Highway (US 31 from M-63 near Hagar Shores
to the junction of Business 31 and 1-196 south of Holland) that had been in service since the
1930s was bypassed by a newly constructed freeway. According to the Michigan Highways
website, Mrs. Gene Temple of Saugatuck, who owned a motel on the bypassed section of road,
became concerned about the effect of the bypass on local businesses. Her advocacy with state
and county officials led to the adoption in Michigan of the County-Designated Highway system in
1970. The Blue Star Highway in Berrien and Allegan Counties received the A-2 designation.
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RED ARROW Red Arrow Highway

The route of the Red Arrow Highway through Berrien County marks the first

major improvement/realignment of the West Michigan Pike, undertaken

between 1927 and 1929 to provide a scenic entry into the state for
HIGHWAY automobile tourists. The road runs from just south of Townline Road in New

Buffalo Township to the village of Coloma.

The Red Arrow Highway was named as a tribute to the 32nd Division, a group of Michigan and
Wisconsin National Guardsman that served in France during World War I. The group trained in
Texas and used a Red Arrow as their insignia. They arrived in France between January and
March of 1918 and fought in the trenches on five fronts until Armistice was declared. Over half the
men in the battalion were killed or wounded. At the onset of World War Il, they were the first
American Division to be shipped overseas after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. According to an
article by Frank Passic for the Albion Morning Star:

Following World War 11, a plan was devised to designate US 12 through southern
Michigan and U.S. 32 in Wisconsin the “Red Arrow Highway” in honor and memory of the
sacrifices made by “our boys” of the 32nd Division. These were the days before
Interstate-94 was built. The route would be connected together via roads in Indiana and
lllinois. In March 1953, Red Arrow Highway dedication ceremonies were held across
Michigan in such communities as New Buffalo, St. Joseph, Paw Paw, Kalamazoo,
Galesburg, Battle Creek, Albion, and Jackson. Signs were posted, including in Albion,
officially marking this route as the Red Arrow Highway.

After 1-94 was completed in 1960, the old road was rarely referred to as the Red Arrow Highway
except in Berrien County where the designation is still used as the common name.
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Timeline of Changes and Realignments to the West Michigan
Pike

Over time the Michigan Highway Department worked to make the highway safer by reducing
excessive turns and sharp curves and bypassing downtowns in order to provide a more direct
route north. Below is a list of the major changes and realignments that occurred to the original
route of the West Michigan Pike between 1922 and 1959.

Changes to the West Michigan Pike Route (U.S. 12, Red Arrow Highway)

In Berrien County, the West Michigan Pike became state trunk line M-11 in 1917 and later was
named U.S. 12 (also known as the Red Arrow Highway) as part of the United States Numbered
Highway System.

1926. Berrien County. New Buffalo Township. West Michigan Pike (M-11) in Berrien County is
designated as a portion of the new United States Numbered Highway System as U.S. 12.

1927. Berrien County. Lake Township. The first major realignment of the West Michigan Pike to
current route of the Red Arrow Highway from Sawyer to Linco Road south of Stevensville.

1928. Berrien County. Lincoln Township. Stevensville Bypass. Realigned to the current route of
the Red Arrow Highway from Linco Road to Glenlord Road.

1929. Berrien County. Benton Township. Realigned to current route of the Red Arrow Highway
from Glenlord Road to Cleveland Road south of Saint Joseph.

1934. Berrien County. New Buffalo Township. The Michigan State Highway Department
undertook a major landscaping project to beautify the highway as a major automobile tourist
entrance to the state. The project ran from the Indiana state line three and a half miles to the
north. Landscape plans followed the principals of the Prairie School promoted by Chicago
landscape architect Jens Jensen using native plants. This portion of the road was part of the
Dunes Highway, which circled the lower portion of Lake Michigan.

1935. Berrien County. New Buffalo Township. The first automobile tourist Welcome Center in the
nation was built in on U.S. 12 just south of New Buffalo.

1960. Berrien County. 1-94 opens and the Red Arrow Highway becomes a local road.
Changes to the West Michigan Pike Route (U.S. 31, Blue Star Highway)

From the Van Buren County line north, the route of the West Michigan Pike became U.S. 31 (also
known as the Blue Star Highway).

November 11, 1924. Grand Haven Swing Bridge was opened.

Between 1922 and 1930. Muskegon County. Fruitland Township. Realigned to Whitehall Road,
Northwest on Bell, West on Lakewood to Durham

August 20, 1927. Muskegon County. Muskegon Heights. Realignment of US 31 from Merriam to
Lincoln Avenue to Peck St

September 10, 1930. Muskegon County. Fruitland Township — Realignment to Whitehall Road
Road.
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1930. Berrien County. Benton Township. Realigned to a new shoreline route from Benton Harbor
to South Haven. North from Benton Harbor the new route follows Paw Paw Road to the current
Blue Star Highway alignment.

June 30, 1930. Muskegon County. Muskegon Bypass. West on Sherman, North on Getty, West
on Marquette, Northeast on Ottawa

July 22, 1930. Mason County. Ludington Bypass. Follows Pere Marquette Highway North from
6" Street to Ludington Ave called 31A

July 12, 1933. Oceana County. Shelby Township. Realignment to Oceana Drive from Hayes to
Water Road (between Shelby & New Era)

October 10, 1934. Allegan County. Ganges Township. From 114™ Street in Glenn to the current
route of Blue Star Highway.

August 30, 1937. Allegan County. Saugatuck Bypass. Realigned to the current route of the Blue
Star Highway.

August 30, 1937. Mason County. Pere Marquette Township. Realigned to the route of Pere
Marquette Highway from Hesslund Rd

August 30, 1937. Allegan County. Lake Town Township. From 64" Street North of Saugatuck,
Northeast via Blue Star Highway, North on 58" Street, North on Michigan Street, to corner of
River & State in Holland.

1940. Oceana County. Hart Township. Realignment. From Water Street, North on present day
Oceana Drive, West on Russell/Polk Rd in Hart

1942. Van Buren County. South Haven Township. Realignment from M-140 via the present route
of Blue Star Highway to North Shore Drive.

October 27, 1949. Berrien County. St. Joseph. Blossomland Bascule Bridge opens. Road
alignment follows US 12 into Benton Harbor.

1950. Muskegon County. Muskegon Bypass. From Grand Haven Road, East on Hile Road, North
on Harvey, West on Marquette to US 31

November 30, 1950. Ottawa County. Port Sheldon Township. From Chicago Drive (M-21) in
Holland, Northwest to West Olive (9.6 mil )

August 3, 1955. Oceana County. Pentwater Bypass. Oceana Drive between Monroe and
Washington Streets.

June 17, 1957. Ottawa County. Grand Haven Township. Present day alignment of Beacon
Boulevard to Jackson Street in Grand Haven.

November 25, 1957. Oceana County. Hart Bypass. From Russell Road, North along the east city
limits.

July 24, 1959. Muskegon County. Norton Shores. From Sternberg Rd to the new alignment at
Airport Road

October 24, 1959. Muskegon County. Muskegon. Seaway Drive Realignment (Norton-Glade
Expressway). Splits in two in downtown Muskegon-Northbound Muskegon Ave and Southbound
on Webster
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June 12, 1959. Bascule Bridge over the Grand River between Grand Haven and Ferrysburg.
Timeline of Changes and Realignments to U.S. 31

The West Michigan Pike became a state trunk line (M-11) in 1917 and part of the United States
Numbered Highway System in 1927. Over time the Michigan Highway Department worked to
make the road safer by reducing excessive turns and sharp curves and bypassed downtowns in
order to provide a more direct route north. Below is a list of the major changes and realignments
that occurred between 1922 and 1959.

November 11, 1924. Grand Haven Swing Bridge was opened.

Between 1922 and 1930. Muskegon County. Fruitland Township. Realigned to Whitehall Road,
Northwest on Bell, West on Lakewood to Durham

August 20, 1927. Muskegon County. Muskegon Heights. Realignment of US 31 from Merriam to
Lincoln Avenue to Peck St

September 10, 1930. Muskegon County. Fruitland Township — Realignment to Whitehall Road
Road.

1930 — Berrien County. Benton Township. Realigned to a new shoreline route from Benton
Harbor to South Haven. North from Benton Harbor the new route follows Paw Paw Road to the
current Blue Star Highway alignment.

June 30, 1930. Muskegon County. Muskegon Bypass. West on Sherman, North on Getty, West
on Marquette, Northeast on Ottawa

July 22, 1930. Mason County. Ludington Bypass. Follows Pere Marquette Highway North from
6" Street to Ludington Ave called 31A

July 12, 1933. Oceana County. Shelby Township. Realignment to Oceana Drive from Hayes to
Water Road (between Shelby & New Era)

October 10, 1934. Allegan County. Ganges Township. From 114" Street in Glenn to the current
route of Blue Star Highway.

August 30, 1937. Allegan County. Saugatuck Bypass. Realigned to the current route of the Blue
Star Highway.

August 30, 1937. Mason County. Pere Marquette Township. Realigned to the route of Pere
Marquette Highway from Hesslund Rd

August 30, 1937. Allegan County. Lake Town Township. From 64" Street North of Saugatuck,
Northeast via Blue Star Highway, North on 58" Street, North on Michigan Street, to corner of
River & State in Holland.

1940. Oceana County. Hart Township. Realignment. From Water Street, North on present day
Oceana Drive, West on Russell/Polk Rd in Hart

1942. Van Buren County. South Haven Township. Realignment from M-140 via the present route
of Blue Star Highway to North Shore Drive.
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October 27, 1949. Berrien County. Saint Joseph. Blossomland Bascule Bridge opens. Road
alignment follows U.S. 12 into Benton Harbor.

1950. Muskegon County. Muskegon Bypass. From Grand Haven Road, East on Hile Road, North
on Harvey, West on Marquette to U.S. 31

November 30, 1950. Ottawa County. Port Sheldon Township. From Chicago Drive (M-21) in
Holland, Northwest to West Olive (9.6 mil )

August 3, 1955. Oceana County. Pentwater Bypass. Oceana Drive between Monroe and
Washington Streets.

June 17, 1957. Ottawa County. Grand Haven Township. Present day alignment of Beacon
Boulevard to Jackson Street in Grand Haven.

November 25, 1957. Oceana County. Hart Bypass. From Russell Road, North along the east city
limits.

July 24, 1959. Muskegon County. Norton Shores. From Sternberg Road to the new alignment at
Airport Road

October 24, 1959. Muskegon County. Muskegon. Seaway Drive Realignment (Norton-Glade
Expressway). Splits in two in downtown Muskegon-Northbound Muskegon Ave and Southbound
on Webster

June 12, 1959. Bascule Bridge over the Grand River between Grand Haven and Ferrysburg.
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The Scenic Highway System

In a radio address on WKAR in 1928, J. W. Hannen spoke about a new trend in Michigan’s
highway development. Hannen noted that after the establishment of the State Highway
Department in 1905, road development was focused on linking “county seats, important
commercial and industrial centers and more remote areas via a state trunk line system.” The
passage of the State Trunk Line Act in 1913 facilitated this goal. According to Hannen “It has only
been within a comparatively few years that the scenic element of our highways and the localities
they penetrate have come to pronounced attention . . . In the development of its roads the State
Highway Department and the state authorities have a keen regard for conserving in every
possible way the natural beauties which cannot be duplicated.” Hannen noted that “the West
Michigan Pike . . . was one of the first in Michigan to be designated a real scenic highway.”

That same year, the State Goods Road Association voted to continue as an organization and to
make the construction of scenic roads one of their focuses. The association stated they would
“assist the State Highway Department in a systematic plan of beautifying our state highways
which have become one of the state’s greatest public assets.” In 1922 the State Highway
Department hired its first landscape architect.

The idea of constructing a scenic highway along Lake Michigan was introduced in 1923 with an
editorial in the Grand Haven Tribune. The editorial suggested that an improved road should be
built that would run along the Lake Michigan shore between Holland and Grand Haven. The road
should follow the existing Lakeshore Road that had not been incorporated into the West Michigan
Pike when that route was laid out in 1911. Locals had always “deplored the fact that the West
Michigan Pike was not built along the old Lakeshore Road,” which they thought was “much more
interesting and picturesque.” However, in October of that year William Connelly of the Ottawa
Road Commission indicated that the county’s first priority was to build a paved road between
Grand Rapids and Grand Haven to improve access to the Port Sheldon Beach Association.
Connelly encouraged the community to keep the idea of a scenic Lakeshore Road as “a vision for
the future.”

In 1925 Muskegon County, using its authority under the Covert Act of 1915, prepared to build an
improved highway from North Muskegon to White Lake in order to create an access to Lake
Michigan for automobile tourists. The road was to follow an existing sand road that cut through
the newly established Muskegon State Park. The proposed road, known as the Scenic Highway,
would cost four hundred thousand dollars and would run along the south side of White Lake, pass
the Michilinda Resort, and end at Sylvan Beach Road. It was to be the first concrete “purely
scenic highway along the Lake Michigan coast” and “the first highway to wind through west
Michigan’s sand dunes” providing vistas of Lake Michigan and its beaches.

As the Muskegon Scenic Highway neared completion, Michigan Roads and Pavements reported
that Ottawa County officials were receiving pressure from resort developers and lake front
property owners clamoring for the construction of more roads that would provide access to Lake
Michigan’s dune land from the state trunk line (the West Michigan Pike). In Ottawa County, a
syndicate from Grand Rapids wanted a road built to connect a resort at Port Sheldon to U.S. 31.
A proposed resort development to the north of the Goetz Farm, known as the Tennessee Beach
project, asked for a three-mile road to connect their resort to Port Sheldon Road. (This road was
built but was designated a utility road, not a scenic road since it went through level ground). The
Ottawa County Road Commission had already approved plans to construct a road from U.S. 31
to Grand Haven beach north of Ferrysburg as well as a Scenic Highway that would connect
Grand Haven to Muskegon Heights. This road was to begin on the north side of Spring Lake
channel near Lake Michigan and head “due north to the county line” then “north and west
between Black Lake and Lake Michigan” to the intersection of Lake Harbor and Henry Street. The
scenic road would run the full length of the property of the Pontaluna Country Club. Covert Act
funds were to be used to construct it.
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In March of 1928 Muskegon County officials announced their support of a regional effort to create
a “forty mile bi-county Scenic Highway . . . which would run along the shores of Lake Michigan
about six miles south of Grand Haven to the Oceana County line on M-99 north of Montague.”
The proposed highway would “create in Muskegon and Ottawa Counties a scenic drive
comparable to those at Palm Beach, drives along the ocean in Florida and drives along the Gulf
of Mexico at Gulfport and Biloxi.” This proposed scenic highway would take five years to
construct. It would begin at

the terminus of the new bridge street road leading from Grand Rapids to Lake Michigan
crossing U. S. 31 at Agnew. From here, six miles north to the Grand River outlet at
Grand Haven. Ferry service would link from Ferrysburg to the north side of the river on
Lake Michigan. It would follow the proposed scenic road that was being built by Ottawa
County between Grand Haven and Muskegon Heights following Lake Harbor Road
north from Pontaluna Road. In Muskegon it would follow the south side of Lake Harbor
Channel through Bronson Park to Pere Marquette Park and the Sunset Circles. A
connecting link would be constructed from the north side of Muskegon channel to the
Scenic Highway that was about to be opened in Muskegon State Park that takes auto
tourists to the Michilinda resort and a ferry that would cross White Lake.

At the same time, Berrien County announced that U.S. 12/M-11 was being rerouted between
Saint Joseph and Sawyer to a “scenic section close to the lake and bordering the dunes.” It was
expected that the rerouted road would “result in rapid development of a summer resort section
heretofore a wilderness of sand dunes, broken here and there by fruit farms.” Though the new
route missed the community of Bridgman by half a mile, a road had already been constructed
there from the West Michigan Pike to Lake Michigan and “hundreds of acres of duneland were
being subdivided by local and Chicago developers.”

In May 1928 Ottawa County announced it was pushing construction dates on its scenic drive plan
forward due to a “labor supply resulting from a dull manufacturing season”—an ominous sign of
the impending stock market crash and the Great Depression. One of these accelerated projects
was the construction of a scenic paved road between the West Michigan Pike and the Goetz
Farm Zoo. Originally known as Alpena Beach Road, upon its completion the road was renamed
Lakewood Boulevard in honor of George Goetz and his Lakewood Farm and Zoo. The other
project was simply referred to as the Grand Haven Beach project and consisted of the
construction of a scenic road north of the city of Grand Haven that would run from U.S. 31
through Ferrysburg to Lake Michigan then follow the shoreline north to the coast guard station on
the north pier (North Shore Drive) in Muskegon.

A new scenic trail in Muskegon County northeast of Whitehall announced in July 1928 was the
result of a partnership between the White Lake Exchange Club and the manager of a resort
called the Rochdale Inn. Known as the Indian Head Trail it followed the White River valley for
about twelve miles and highlighted sites such as Big Blue Lake, a fire tower, Pike's Peak vista
point, and the oxbow river bend between Muskegon and Oceana counties. Guide signs were to
be Indian heads punched from old sheet metal and painted in bright colors

Road construction was one of the centerpieces of the Federal relief programs of the 1930s. When
Murray D. Van Wagoner was named State Highway Commissioner in July 1933, the state
embarked on an ambitious program to develop scenic highways that would “aid tourist business
which has become one of the state’s big industries.”

References

“To Promote Good Roads in Muskegon County.” Michigan Roads and Pavements. Lansing:
State Review Publishing Company. January 4, 1923.



Transportation — Highways 281

“Improve Roads to State Parks.” Michigan Roads and Pavements. Lansing: State Review
Publishing Company. March 8, 1923.

“Would Develop Lakeshore Road in Ottawa County.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. June 21, 1923.

“Scenic Highway for Mason County a Reality”, Michigan Roads and Pavements. Lansing:
State Review Publishing Company. June 24, 1926.

“Benefits as Well as Frontage to Pay for Shore Drive.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. July 8, 1926.

"Ottawa County Seeks Scenic Road from Grand Haven to Muskegon Heights.” Michigan
Roads and Pavements. Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. January 5, 1928.

"Hold Hearing on Ottawa County Scenic Highway.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. January 26, 1928.

"Montague Will Have Ferry to Connect Scenic Drive to U.S. 31.” Michigan Roads and
Pavements. Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. March 8, 1928.

"Muskegon Backs Move for Scenic Highway through Two Counties.” Michigan Roads and
Pavements. Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. March 22, 1928.

"New Highway Booms Resort Area in Berrien County.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. April 26, 1928.

"Muskegon County Awards Four Road Contracts.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. May 3, 1928.

"Ottawa County Pushes 1928 Construction Work.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. May 20, 1928.

"Change Name of Alpena Beach Road to Lakewood Road to Honor George Goetz.”
Michigan Roads and Pavements. Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. May 17, 1928.

"Muskegon’s New Scenic Highway Given Editorial Praise.” Michigan Roads and
Pavements. Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. June 28, 1928.

____"New Scenic Trail is Planned in Muskegon County.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. July 19, 1928.

"Governor Green Will Work for Better Park Highways.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. August 16, 1928.

“Plans Underway for Scenic Road in Muskegon.” Michigan Roads and Pavements.
Lansing: State Review Publishing Company. May 30, 1929.

“Scenic Highway Concrete Crew Near Duck Lake.” Muskegon Chronicle. May 20, 1927.
“Beautification of Scenic Road is Favored.” Muskegon Chronicle. October 24, 1934.

Hannen, J. W. "Scenic Roads of Michigan.” Michigan Roads and Pavements. Lansing: State
Review Publishing Company. February 19, 1928.

Michigan State Highway Department Biennial Reports. Lansing, Michigan. 1934-1936



Transportation — Highways 262

Scenic Drive

In order to attract tourists to the area, Muskegon County prepared to build an improved highway
from North Muskegon to White Lake in 1925 using its authority under the Covert Act of 1915. The
road was to follow an existing sand road that cut through the newly established Muskegon State
Park. It would run along the south side of White Lake, past the Michilinda Resort, and end at
Sylvan Beach Road. The proposed road, to be known as the Scenic Highway, was to cost four
hundred thousand dollars and was to be the first paved “purely scenic highway along the Lake
Michigan coast.” The Muskegon County Board of Supervisors approved a bond issue to fund the
road’s construction in January 1926. In June of that year it was announced that the Charlevoix
Abstract & Construction Company had been awarded the contract to build the concrete road. The
road was to be a “10.63 mile length of 20-foot surface” and was “part of the general boulevard
plan developed for Muskegon county” and as such, “will not be subjected to heavy traffic as other
highways.”

The concrete road was “the first highway to wind through west Michigan’s sand dunes” providing
vistas of Lake Michigan and its beaches. Completed in 1927 the Scenic Highway, with its gentle
curves and landscaping that blended into the natural environment, was considered a shining
example of Michigan’s road beautification policy—over 140,000 evergreens were planted in the
two hundred-foot right of way. Michigan State Highway Department director Murray Van
Waggoner envisioned a scenic highway along Lake Michigan’s shore that would extend from the
Indiana state line north to the resort districts of Harbor Springs. It was announced in March 1928
that a ferry was being constructed to connect Muskegon County’s Scenic Drive with U.S. 31. The
ferry, a twenty-two by forty-foot scow that could hold a maximum of seven automobiles, was
privately owned and operated by Robert Deyman and Thomas Breen. It was propelled on two
submerged cables by a forty-horsepower gasoline motor. The ferry carried automobiles from
Sylvan Beach across White Lake to an access point on the Old Channel Trail, which auto tourists
could take to U.S. 31 and Old M-99.

In May 1929 the plans for expansion of the Scenic Highway were revealed and an improved road
was planned from “the Bronson Farm through the dunes to the Muskegon Channel.” This one
and a quarter mile stretch of the Scenic Highway was built under a new law that enabled the use
of state funds to build roads in or to state parks. In July 1929 Muskegon’s Scenic Highway had to
be closed due to lake erosion. It was determined that a sea wall would have to be built to shore
up the road.

The Muskegon Chronicle reported in an October 24, 1934, article that the Whitehall Chamber of
Commerce had voted to partner with the North Muskegon Board of Trade on a beautification
program for the Scenic Highway from the War Memorial Causeway to the Whitehall. Colonel
Brownriggs who was in charge of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) camp for Muskegon
State Park offered the services of the CCC landscape engineers to “design improvements for the
entire highway. The article went on to state that the Montague Progressive Club would be invited
to participate in the endeavor.
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Other Memorial Highways and Named Trails

Memorial highways and named trails were used as a public relation tools to encourage local
citizens to support the construction of good roads prior to the establishment of the state trunk line
system. Subscriptions were sold to fund road construction and local “boosters” would extol the
benefits of a good road to the local community. According to LeRoy Barnett in A Drive Down
Memory Lane: The Named State and Federal Highways of Michigan, “The era of naming rather
than numbering motorways was quite limited, as by 1926 the state and federal governments had
both established digital systems” for highways. While the Red Arrow, Blue Star, and Dixie
Highways have special significance because they formed part of the roadway that was once the
West Michigan Pike, other memorial highways and named trails existed in the project area
including:

Detroit—Chicago Paved Way (Territorial Road)

This road ran from Detroit, through Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor, Jackson, Albion, Battle Creek,
Kalamazoo, Paw Paw, Watervliet, Saint Joseph, Benton Harbor and south to the Indiana state
line.

Victory Highway

The Victory Highway Association was founded in 1919 to promote a 342-mile improved mail truck
route between Benton Harbor/Saint Joseph and Port Huron. Fred Allen of Flint served as
president and P. Cady of Benton Harbor served as vice president. This memorial highway was to
commemorate armed service personnel that died in World War I. The Daughters of the American
Revolution proposed placing boulders with bronze plaques at intervals along the highway. Plans
also included the planting of over one hundred walnut trees along the roadside. The trees were
grown from seeds obtained from George Washington’s home, Mount Vernon, in Virginia. The
road was later included in the state trunk line system.

Wolverine Paved Way

Also known as the Grand River Road, the Wolverine Paved Way came about when a group of
citizens formed the Wolverine Paved Way Association in September 1915. The highway, which
ran from Detroit through Lansing and Grand Rapids, terminated at the “sunset oval” in Grand
Haven State Park, which was completed in 1920.

The Chicago Road, Pulaski Highway (U.S. 12)

New Buffalo, in the southern most portion of the project area, contains a portion of one of the
oldest transportation routes in Michigan. Originally the Sauk Trail, a significant piece of a Native
American trail system that crossed the state, for centuries it has served as the central
transportation route across the southern portion of the state. Michigan’s earliest explorers,
missionaries, and fur traders also used the trail. As the Michigan territory opened up to settlers, it
became apparent that the trail would need to be improved to allow for the passage of wagons. In
1824, through the urging of U.S. Representative Father Gabriel Richard, the United States
Congress appropriated three thousand dollars for a survey of the trail from Detroit to Chicago and
concluded that it should be developed as a wagon road. Construction began in 1829 and was
completed in 1835. The trail became known as the Chicago Road and was a main transportation
route in the settlement of Lower Michigan, bringing thousands of settlers from New York and New
England to Michigan. In 1916 the road was assigned the number M-23 by the newly established
Michigan Highway Department. It became U.S. 112 in 1927 and U.S. 12 in 1962. In Berrien
County it is sometimes known as the Pulaski Highway. It was designated Michigan’s first Heritage
Route in 2004.
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U.S. 12 was designated as part of the Kasimir Pulaski Memorial Highway, named in honor of the
Polish military commander and American Revolutionary War hero, through Public Act 11 of 1953.

Willow Drive (U.S. 16, Spring Lake)

In April 1929 plans were undertaken to preserve Willow Drive along M-16 from the village of
Spring Lake to U.S. 31. Spring Lake settler Thomas Savidge had planted willows and poplars
along the drive. As the willows aged, the poplars were cut down. By 1919 the willows were
reaching the end of their life cycle. A plan was developed to replace the willows with elms. Elms
would be planted in between the willows and once the elms were established, the old willows
would be cut down.

The Dunes Highway (U.S. 12)

The Dunes Highway was proposed by the Indiana State Highway Department as a twenty-five-
mile section of improved highway from the Michigan state line to Chicago through the scenic
Indiana Dunes. In 1920 it was decided that Michigan trunk lines ending in Berrien County, such
as the Victory Highway, the West Michigan Pike, and the Detroit-Chicago Paved Way (Territorial
Road), would converge and access the Dunes Highway making it the main gateway into both
West Michigan and the city of Chicago. In 1922 the Michigan and Indiana Highway Departments
signed an agreement stating that the state of Indiana would build a highway, using federal aid
money, from the Michigan state line to Gary, skirting the Indiana Dunes. Michigan agreed to build
a federal aid road from New Buffalo to the Indiana state line that would connect the Dunes
Highway with the West Michigan Pike. In 1927 the Michigan Highway Department Biennial
reports noted an enormous amount of traffic on U.S. 12 requiring them to make this a concrete
road. At that time, the road was relocated to take advantage of the beautiful views afforded on
this trip through the dune country and greet tourists “with those vistas which he traveled so far to
see.”

The Michigan Avenue Highway Association

The Michigan Avenue Highway Association was formed in 1929 and included state
representatives Ray Davis from Berrien County and Merle Young from Van Buren County. Eighty-
seven representatives attended the association’s first meeting and only three were from rural
areas, which supported the idea that state trunk lines were more important to cities than to rural
communities. (The Michigan Avenue Highway Association opposed the Dykstra Bill, which
proposed to divide the auto weight tax revenue by dividing it in half giving half to the state an half
to counties and townships. ) The organization said that U.S. 12 had been the direct route to
Chicago from Detroit for over one hundred years. They wanted to bring back the through traffic
they had lost and wanted the road widened. In 1930 the state highway commissioner announced
that the highway department’s plans to complete the connection south of Saint Joseph to the
Indiana Line. They also promoted the construction of a superhighway between Detroit and
Chicago. The plan was to develop a new highway that touched on no cities but instead a belt line
within two miles of the city center would be created. This would enable cars to travel quickly and
safely. U.S. 12 between Kalamazoo and Detroit was seen to been a hazard.
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Roadside Parks

Michigan, along with Oregon and New

Hampshire, pioneered the establishment of

roadside parks in the 1920s to provide a rest

area for automobile travelers. It is unclear

when the first roadside park was established

in Michigan. A state historical marker

indicates that Michigan'’s first roadside park

was established in Iron County in 1918. The

Michigan State Highway Department

adopted the idea and worked to enhance the

“conveniences of those who travel by motor

car” by building and installing amenities

such as picnic tables and stoves and

supplying drinking water and toilets along

the state’s most popular tourist routes. A log

shelter, such as the one pictured here, was

a standard design feature of Michigan’s roadside parks. The goal of the program was to have a
roadside park within a one-hour drive from any point on a state trunk line road. The federal relief
programs of the Great Depression, particularly the Works Progress Administration (WPA),
enabled the expansion of Michigan’s popular roadside parks program. At the request of the
public, in 1937 the Department of Transportation was able to almost double the number of picnic
tables along Michigan’s highways from nine hundred to fifteen hundred tables. The Michigan
State Highway Department took great care to landscape these roadside parks in an inviting
manner so they would appeal to travelers. The log well shelter was a common feature of these
parks. According to a 1945 map of the Blue Star Highway, there were once roadside parks in
Benton Harbor, Muskegon, White Hall, and Ludington. By 1953 Michigan had a total of seventy-
five roadside parks, each about two acres. The state also maintained over two thousand six
hundred small picnic areas.

In the project area, roadside parks were found in Hagar Township, Berrien County, and in
Saugatuck in Allegan County.
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Neon Signs

Though the concepts behind the development of a glowing tube light were first recognized in
France in 1625, it wasn’t until Edison’s invention of the electric light bulb in 1879 and the
discovery of neon in 1898 that the materials and technology were both in place for the invention
of the electric neon light. A French engineer, Georges Claude, is credited with creating the first
neon lamp by sending an electric charge through a glass tube filled with neon gas. Claude first
displayed his neon lamp in Paris in 1910 and established a company, Claude Neon, to market his
lamps and signs. Neon signs were introduced in America in 1923 when a Los Angeles Packard
dealer purchased two advertising signs from the Claude Neon Company. The bright, colorful
signs quickly caught on and were a good match for the nation’s newly developing highway
systems.

Neon signs were placed along the West
Michigan Pike in the mid-1920s to mark the
entry roads to communities on the route. One
such sign can still be seen at Saugatuck. It is not
known when Saugatuck’s neon entry sign was
installed, but it is likely that it was placed
sometime between 1925 and 1930. Information
found in Michigan Roads and Pavements
indicated that the signs were popular with
communities along state trunk line M-11.

The May 27, 1926, edition of Michigan Roads

and Pavements reported that two signs that had

already been erected at Muskegon, on M-11 at

Mona Lake and at Marquand’s Island in North

Muskegon, would be repainted, indicating that they had been in service prior to 1926. The article
also stated that 150 three-foot by four-inch signs in the shape of a pointing hand with the name
“MUSKEGON?” printed on them would be placed along the major roads in the area. It was noted
that the “Detroit-Chicago people will visit the city that has taken the most pains to put up
advertising.”

Two neon signs were placed on U.S. 31 in July 1929 to mark the entrance to the city of Holland
from the north and the west. The name “HOLLAND” appeared in large white letters on the side
marking the approach. The other side listed points of interest. “The signs are well lighted and
have the windmill transparency and are suspended on cables and can be seen from quite a
distance.” In March 1930 the village of Whitehall requested that an electric neon sign be placed
across U.S. 31 at the village limits east of town similar to the signs that had been erected at
Holland.

As automobile traffic increased due to the construction of improved hard surface roads, neon
outdoor advertising signs lit up the dark landscape and called attention to nearby towns and
villages. Neon retained its popularity throughout the 1930s and 1940s and reached a peak in
popularity during the 1950s as the concept of the “drive-in” dominated American culture.
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Neon Signs - Muskegon
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Railroads and Interurbans
Railroads

Due to a recurring cycle of boom and recession in the Michigan Territory, railroad construction
started later in Michigan than in adjacent states. In 1832 the Michigan Territorial Council granted
approval to the Erie & Kalamazoo Railroad for the construction of a rail line but work on the line
was slow. After Michigan became a state in 1837, the new state legislature passed the Public
Improvement Act which created a state railroad program to address Michigan’s growing
transportation needs—but that effort was not successful. By 1850 Michigan had only four hundred
and seventy-five miles of completed track while Indiana had more than 1,800 miles and Ohio and
lllinois both had over two thousand miles of track in place. In 1856 the U.S. government began
awarding public land to railroad companies in an effort to speed the construction of railroads
across the continent. Michigan received 3,809,826 million acres from the federal government and
supplemented it with 1,695,510 acres of state land. Legislation specified that certain commerce
and shipping points had to be connected by the railroads. One of these was an east-west line that
ran from Flint to Ludington and Grand Haven. The rapid rise in Michigan’s population, which
increased by over five hundred thousand between 1840 and 1860 with the passing of a land grant
act in 1856, and increased subsidies to railroad companies resulted in a railroad building boom in
the state that lasted from 1860 to 1890.

According to Michigan historian Willis Dunbar in his book All Aboard! A History of Railroads in
Michigan, cities and railroad companies competed with each other to build a railroad station that
would become “the status symbol of the city.” It was common for a city that was served by more
than one rail line to have more than one station or depot. In addition, a city could have both a
passenger and a freight station for the same railroad company. While railroad depots in larger
cities were often elaborate architect designed buildings of brick or stone, stations in rural towns
were typically small frame structures built according to a standard plan developed by the railroad
company. A rural depot would typically have a central waiting area, an adjacent ticket office with a
bay window to enable the rail agent to see up and down the track, and an attached storage space
for freight.

The coming of the railroad had a tremendous positive impact for cities along the rail line,
increasing prosperity and creating regional commerce centers where outlying communities would
come to ship their produce and wares.

The Michigan Central Railroad

A rail line connecting Detroit to Saint Joseph was first proposed in 1832. Actual construction by a
private rail company began in 1836 but it was short lived due a downturn in the economy. With
funding secured by the Public Improvements Act in 1837, the state backed the building of the
Detroit to Saint Joseph rail line, which became known as the Michigan Central. By 1843 Michigan
Central tracks had been completed as far as Jackson. Passengers traveling from Detroit to
Chicago would disembark at Jackson and take a stagecoach to Saint Joseph, a trip of 120 miles
that took twenty-six hours. At Saint Joseph they boarded a steamer to complete the trip to
Chicago via Lake Michigan. The original proposed route to Saint Joseph, which would have
followed the stagecoach line, was later abandoned because the line would have gone through
undeveloped forest land on the other side of Kalamazoo. Instead the railroad chose a more
southern route to New Buffalo, which enabled them to meet the transportation needs of farmers in
the established agricultural area along Michigan’s southern border and provide direct service to
the lucrative Chicago market. The Michigan Central Railroad began making improvements to the
New Buffalo harbor and moved their steamer service from Saint Joseph to New Buffalo in 1847.
Passengers and freight completed the trip to Chicago by steamer from New Buffalo until the rail
line to Chicago was completed 1852.
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Chicago & West Michigan Railroad

One of the most important rail lines in the project area began in 1869 as the Chicago & Michigan
Lake Shore Railroad when twenty-seven miles of track was completed between New Buffalo and
St. Joseph. The line was extended in 1871 with stations at Grand Junction, Pullman, Bravo,
Pearle, Fennville, New Richmond, East Saugatuck and Holland. It was later extended on to
Muskegon, Montague, and Pentwater and eventually completed to Petoskey. The Panic of 1873
caused the company to declare bankruptcy and reorganize as the Chicago & West Michigan
Railroad (C&WM) after which it began to acquire feeder lines to the north. In 1882 citizens from
the village of Hart donated land and raised money for the construction of a spur line and depot.
By 1894 the rail line had been completed all the way to Petoskey and Bay View. To reach
Chicago, passengers riding the C&WM would change to the Michigan Central Railroad at New
Buffalo. The C&WM Railroad was an early promoter of Michigan’s lakeshore resorts and
operated the Ottawa Beach Hotel in Holland. By 1917 the railroad had become part of the Pere
Marquette Railway Company.

Pere Marquette Railroad

In 1904 the Pere Marquette Railroad became one of Michigan’s largest railroads with the merger
of three railways:

e One of the first land grant railroads in Michigan, the Flint & Pere Marquette was
established in 1856, though construction on the line did not actually begin until 1862.
The rail line was to run from Flint to Ludington via Midland, Clare, and Reed City. The
railroad reached Ludington in 1874. The Flint & Pere Marquette was built to
accommodate the lumber industry and provide access to Michigan’s timberlands in the
northern Lower Peninsula.

e The Chicago & West Michigan Railroad (see above), and the

e Detroit, Grand Rapids & Western, begun as the Detroit and Howell Railway in 1864 and
was completed to Howard City in 1871.

Though the Pere Marquette began by catering to the lumber industry, it quickly became the
major railroad providing passenger service to the newly developing resort industry along the
eastern Lake Michigan coast. The Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad gained control of the Pere
Marquette inn 1926 and the merger was complete in 1946.

The Pere Marquette offered passenger service from Toledo, Detroit and Chicago with car ferry
service to Milwaukee, Manitowoc, and Kewaunee Wisconsin via the car ferry at Ludington. In
June 1904 the Pere Marquette introduced the first Resort Special, a train that ran from Chicago to
Bay View accessing the resort communities along Lake Michigan. Later, a resort train also ran
out of Detroit to Grand Rapids and then west to connect with the north-south line. The Resort
Special ran from late June to early September and at its peak in the 1930s offered four trains a
day. Service on the Resort Special was suspended during World War Il but was revived in 1946.
The Detroit section never regained popularity and closed in 1948 but the Chicago train continued
to operate until 1957. The train left Chicago in the evening around 7:45 pm and vacationers could
sleep on the train in air conditioned comfort and arrive at their vacation destination early the next
morning.

Grand Trunk Railroad
The Detroit & Milwaukee Rail Road was a land grant railroad under an 1856 federal act. The act

stipulated that a rail line was to be built from Port Huron to Grand Haven. Two companies
received contracts to build the railroad: The Detroit & Milwaukee was responsible for construction
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from Grand Haven to Owosso and the Port Huron & Milwaukee received the contract to build the
rail line from Owosso to Port Huron. The two rail lines later consolidated under the name of the
Grand Trunk Railroad.

With monetary assistance from the Canadian Great Western Railroad, the Grand Trunk rail line
from Detroit to Grand Haven was completed in November 1858. According to Willis Dunbar, the
railroad built a large depot/hotel on the west side of the Grand River. A ferry was needed to carry
passengers across the river into the downtown. In 1868 Grand Haven'’s citizens petitioned the
railroad to move its terminal to the east side of the river and offered funding to redo the tracks.
The railroad agreed and a new depot was constructed in 1870 on Washington Street. Docks were
built nearby to accommodate a car ferry across Lake Michigan operated by another vendor. In
1903 the Grand Trunk Railroad established its own ferry line between Grand Haven and
Milwaukee. The Grand Trunk ferry was moved to Muskegon in 1933. Architects Spier and Rohns
typically designed the Grand Trunk depots.

Car Ferries

The first car ferry associated with a railroad was put into operation at Frankfort, Michigan when
the Ann Arbor Railroad had two wooden ferries constructed in 1892. In 1895 naval architect
Robert Logan was contracted by the Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad to develop the first steel
car ferry to travel on Lake Michigan. Named the Pere Marquette, ferry traveled between
Ludington and Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Its first voyage was in 1897. By 1900 the Pere Marquette
Railroad operated a rail line that ran from Toledo to Ludington with ferry service across Lake
Michigan to Wisconsin. The SS Badger, which still operates out of Ludington, began service in
1953.

Ferry service between Grand Haven and Milwaukee had already been in operation for at least
fifty years before a federal railroad land grant act passed in 1858 mandated the establishment of
ferry service as the continuation of the Detroit & Milwaukee Railroad line. In 1869 the railroad
contracted with the Engelmann Transportation Company to operate the ferry service. The
Northwestern Transportation Company took over operation of the ferry in 1875 and in 1881 the
Goodrich Transportation Company began operating the service. In 1883 the railroad decided to
operate the ferry service itself and purchased three steamers from the Goodrich Company. In
1903 the Grand Trunk Railroad launched its first car ferry between Grand Haven and Milwaukee.
Early on, the Grand Trunk car ferries included passenger space and carried automobiles as well
as freight. In 1936 after consolidations and legal battles, the Grand Trunk Railroad moved its
terminus from Grand Haven to Muskegon.

Interurban Electric Railways

Electric railways came into popularity in urban areas at the end of the nineteenth century. By
1916 there were 981 miles of interurban rail lines in Michigan. In larger communities, the
interurbans were responsible for some of the nation’s earliest subdivision development enabling
middle class workers to purchase a large lot of their own outside the grime and dirt of the city.
Wherever an interurban stop was located, a residential subdivision would soon develop around it.
The electric railways became such a popular method of transportation within the inner cities that
electric rail companies soon extended service to neighboring rural towns. Short haul electric
railways were also used to connect a town to a popular recreation area. Interurban companies
often built their own parks on the outskirts of towns in order to increase ridership. According to
Willis Dunbar in West Michigan interurbans were an important connection to the lake steamer
lines at Saint Joseph, Grand Haven and Muskegon. They took passengers from Chicago to and
from West Michigan’s resort areas. Numerous electric railways operated throughout the project
area. Some of the known interurban lines included the following:

e The Saugatuck, Douglas, and Lakeshore Railway began service between Holland and
Saugatuck in 1890 and was the first electric interurban built in Allegan County. The north
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terminal was at Macatawa Beach in front of the hotel where the Grand Rapids, Holland
and Chicago Electric Railway also ended. The southbound line made a stop at Castle
Park, then turned in an easterly direction and eventually ran parallel with the road in front
of the Red Barn Theater, turning west again Lust south of Clearbrook Country Club and
coming into Saugatuck on North Street (134" Avenue). It then followed the Holland line to
the end of Water Street. The railway merged with the Chicago & Holland interurban in

1913 and stopped service in 1920.

e The Grand Rapids, Grand Haven and Muskegon Railway Company, sometimes called
the Lake Line, ran forty-five miles from Grand Rapids to Muskegon via Spring Lake and
Fruitport. At Fruitport a branch line ran to Grand Haven. This line connected Grand
Rapids residents to Lake Michigan beaches and resorts. The line operated until 1928.

e The Grand Rapids, Holland, and Lake Michigan Rapid Railway was completed to Holland
in 1902 accessing resorts at Macatawa Park and Saugatuck. The line operated until
about 1925.

e The Northern Indiana Railway built a connector line to Saint Joseph in 1906. Berrien
County benefited from interurban lines that connected it to South Bend, Indiana, and
other cities east of Chicago. In addition to people, the Berrien County interurbans would
also carry fruit. Lines were built to connect Eau Claire and Watervliet and enabled fruit to
be transported to the market at Benton Harbor and Chicago markets. The Benton Harbor-
Saint Joseph Street Railway ended in 1918. A line operated by the Northern Indiana
Railway company was in business until 1934.

e The Epworth League Railway in Mason County was built to the Epworth Heights Resort
in 1895 to provide access to the Methodist resort colony that was being constructed north
of Ludington. Known locally as the “Dummy Train,” it pulled two or three open-air cars to
Epworth Station. Justin Stearns of Ludington bought the railway in 1902 and extended
rail service to the resorts on Hamlin Lake. Stearns renamed the train the Ludington and
Northern Railway and operated it until 1919.
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Steamships

Steamships began operating on Lake Michigan in the 1850s. They began as cargo vessel but
soon began offering passenger service. There were two major steamship companies that
operated on Lake Michigan the Graham and Morton Transportation Company whichi provided
service to the southern most portion of the lake and the Goodrich Transit Company which
operated in the Grand Haven-Ludington area.

Graham and Morton Transportation Company

The Graham and Morton Transportation Company (G & M) was founded in Saint Joseph,
Michigan, in 1875 by John Graham with financial backing from J. Stanley Morton and Andrew
Crawford. The company was established to take advantage of the enormous fruit cargo
generated by the peach boom in Berrien County. The G & M dock in Chicago was located at the
Rush Street Bridge and Dearborn Street very near to Chicago’s produce and fruit markets on
South Water and Clark Streets. In Michigan, G & M built docks in Benton Harbor and Saugatuck
and provided steamship service to southern Lake Michigan for forty-nine years. They became the
largest fruit carries on the Great Lakes. Typically fruit was transported across Lake Michigan in
the cool of the evening, arriving in Chicago in the early morning when buyers began making their
rounds at the city’s produce market. Passengers bound for Michigan’s resorts were then boarded
in the morning for the return trip back. According to James Elliot in his book Red Stacks on the
Horizon “No one has ever attempted to calculate the millions of tons of fresh Michigan fruit carried
to market by the G & M steamers, but it must be a staggering sum. The cheap transportation
afforded by the water route certainly made it possible for a great industry to grow and thrive in
southern Michigan’s fruit belt. The travel by boat by hundreds of thousands of Chicagoans to the
summer resorts of the Western Shore of the beautiful state of Michigan stamped that state as a
delightful summer resort area.” p. 257

The Graham & Morton Transportation Company was forced to sell its Chicago docks in 1924
when plans were implemented to redevelop the area for automobile traffic resulting in the
construction of Wacker Drive. At that time the Chicago produce market was moved to Randolph
Street. G & M never regained its footing after the sale as commercial trucking quickly usurped its
business. The company declared bankruptcy in 1932.

Goodrich Transit Company

Albert Goodrich established his steamship line around 1856. He purchased land on the south
bank of the Chicago River and offered service to Milwaukee and later to Manitowic, Wisconsin. In
1863 he attempted to start service to Muskegon but the harbor was blocked by a sand bar and
the idea was abandoned. Instead the company docked its ships at Grand Haven until the
Muskegon harbor was dredged in 1865. The Goodrich Transit Company became the largest
steamship operator on Lake Michigan. Between 1876 and 1883 they were under contract with the
Pere Marquette railroad to ship bulk freight across Lake Michigan that the railroad brought to
Grand Haven, Muskegon, and Ludington. Though Goodrich lost the railroad contract in 1883
when the Pere Marquette purchased its own steamers, the company continued to thrive as its
passenger service increased. The World's Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1883
attracted over 27 million visitors to the city in a six month period. To accommodate these visitors,
Goodrich built a luxury passenger liner called the Christopher Columbus to carry passengers in
style across Lake Michigan. Thousands of visitors from Chicago used the Goodrich steamers to
visit mineral baths and luxury hotels in Spring Lake and Grand Haven. As West Michigan'’s resort
industry grew so did the Goodrich’s fortunes and by 1885 they were operating seven steamers.
Passenger traveled peaked on the Goodrich lines in 1912 when two hundred thousand people
were transported between Chicago and Grand Haven and it remained high until the onset of
World War I. The Goodrich family sold the line in 1920. Though it continued to operate it went into
decline due to the popularity of automobile travel and declared bankruptcy in 1932. The Goodrich
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Line provided service to the upper portion of Lake Michigan for seventy-seven years and was the
largest steam ship company operating on Lake Michigan. Its ships could be identified by their
distinctive red-orange stacks with a wide black band.

Crawford Transit Company

Established in 1909 by August Crawford of Saugatuck, the line was meant to bring resort
passengers from Chicago directly to Saugatuck, which had been unsuccessful in its bid to
become a stop of one of the larger steamship companies. With the completion of the Big Pavilion
in Saugatuck, Crawford believed the number of people visiting Saugatuck’s resorts would
increase. Crawford also established steamer service between Saugatuck and the resorts at
Holland, Michigan. The company filed for bankruptcy in 1924,

Georgian Bay Transit Company

Known as the Georgian Bay Line, the service was established in 1912 by a former passenger
agent for the Goodrich Transit Company, Robert C. Davis. The company ran a passenger
excursion line between Chicago and Duluth. Between 1913 and 1923 the Georgian Bay
Company’s ships were wintered in Saugatuck but in 1924 there were moved to Holland where a
dock and warehouse were built at the foot of Sixteenth Street. The company ran three ships the
North American, the South American and the Alabama. The boats were used as floating hotels
during Tulip Time. Line ended in 1967 after the U.S. Coast Guard ruled that no ships with wooden
superstructures could serve as overnight passenger carriers.
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Harbor Country, Berrien County

Harbor Country communities have not taken full advantage of local, state and federal historic
preservation programs. The region’s historic resources are underrepresented in Michigan’s
inventory of designated historic sites. Only one resource is listed in the National Register of

Historic
handful

Places, the Lakeside Inn in Lakeside, which was listed as part of this project. A
are listed in the State Register of Historic Sites, as seen by the chart below. A Michigan

Historical Marker on the West Michigan Pike will be placed in New Buffalo as part of this project.

National Register of Historic Places, State Register of Historic Sites, and
Michigan Historical Marker Designations for Harbor Country Area, Berrien County

National State Historical
Resource Address Community Register Register Marker
Carl Sandburg Home Birchwood Court Chikaming Twp 1972
Lakeside Inn 1521 Lakeshore Chikaming Twp 2009 2007 2007
\Warren Dunes State Park Red Arrow Highway Lake Twp 1959
Saint John German Evangelical
Church 200 W Buffalo St New Buffalo 1984
New Buffalo Welcome Center  [Mile Marker 1, I-94 E New Buffalo Twp 1985 1986
West Michigan Pike New Buffalo 2009

Recommendations

County Certified Local Government Designation - Because of the rural nature of the
area, Harbor Country communities may want to consider working with Berrien County to
establish a countywide historic district ordinance and historic district commission. Berrien
County could then apply to become a Certified Local Government (CLG), which would
enable communities throughout the county to participate in the CLG grant program. Such
a system has been implemented in Washtenaw County and has enabled smaller
communities to take advantage of preservation programs and incentives they would
otherwise have been unable to access.

Michiana — Because the community’s population is less than five thousand, residents
could qualify for state historic preservation tax credits to rehabilitate historic properties if
historic resources are listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The original log
homes built in the 1920s and 1930s should be surveyed and nominated to the National
Register of Historic Places. Michiana should consider adopting a local historic district
ordinance and designating a local historic district to protect its log homes and rural
character from teardowns and inappropriate new construction.

Grand Beach — This resort community should be surveyed and evaluated for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places. The resort reportedly began with the
construction of a few kit homes from Sears, Roebuck and Company. These should be
documented. Listing the community in the National Register would qualify the Grand
Beach Inn for federal historic preservation tax credits and residential property owners for
state historic preservation tax credits for rehabilitation. A Michigan Historical Marker
about the development of the community would be appropriate for Grand Beach. Other
recommended actions included:

= Ernest Vosburgh House - Designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, the Vosburgh House is
individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, which would
qualify the property owner for state preservation tax credits. As the most intact of the
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remaining Frank Lloyd Wright homes in Grand Beach, the property should be
protected by a preservation easement or a local historic district ordinance.

= Grand Beach Golf Course — The Grand Beach Golf Course should be researched
and evaluated to determine if it retains enough historic integrity to be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. The golf course was reportedly designed by
noted golf course architect Thomas Bendelow and landscaped by Jens Jensen. If it
qualifies, the course could be marketed as a historic golf course along with other
National Register-eligible golf courses located along the proposed heritage route.

= Grand Beach Road — Grand Beach Road is the original route of the West Michigan
Pike. Though only a small section remains, it still retains the setting and feeling of a
1920s highway. Efforts should be made to retain and protect the significant features,
such as the historic trees and the entry gate, that help give it its historic feeling. A
historic overlay zone is a possibility.

o New Buffalo - The New Buffalo downtown commercial district should be designated as a
National Register of Historic Places historic district to enable property owners to
participate in the federal tax credit program for rehabilitations. Coupled with other
incentives, developers in other communities have had tremendous success using historic
building rehabilitations as a catalyst for further economic investment. New Buffalo should
work to find a balance between the new development that is occurring and the retention
of its remaining historic character.

¢ New Buffalo Welcome Center - This was the first such welcome center built in the
United States and symbolized Michigan’s commitment to developing automobile tourism
to bolster the state economy when lumbering ended. The Welcome Center is highly
significant to the history of the West Michigan Pike and should be protected by a
preservation easement or local historic district designation. It should also be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. A Michigan Historical Maker about the history of the
Welcome Center was placed at the new Welcome Center on 1-94 but it would be more
appropriately placed at the original building on U.S. 12 and should be relocated.

e Camp Sokol - A Bohemian summer camp founded in 1905, Camp Sokol should be listed
in the National Register of Historic Places. A Michigan Historical Marker should be
considered for the camp.

e Union Pier - A historic resource survey of Union Pier should be conducted. The
community retains a large number of historic resorts and inns, which should be evaluated
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. There appears to be enough of a
concentration of resort resources to warrant a historic district but if further research
determines there is not, then individually qualified resources should be listed. Listing in
the National Register would enable property owners to utilize federal preservation tax
credits. It would also enable the community to use the National Register designation in its
tourism promotions. Because of its close proximity to Chicago, Union Pier has the
greatest potential to be threatened by inappropriate development. Every effort should be
made to identify and protect the key historic features that contribute to Union Pier's
unique sense of place before they are lost. Examples include entryways like the one at
Paradise Villa, hedges that were historically used to define property lines, old growth
trees, etc. Protective measures could include the adoption of a local historic district
ordinance and designation of a local historic district, establishment of a historic
conservation or overlay district, or the placement of preservation easements on qualifying
properties.
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Union Pier has a strong heritage of ethnic diversity since a wide range of immigrant
groups from Chicago, especially Eastern Europeans and Lithuanians chose to summer
here. This ethnic diversity is unique to the Harbor Country area and could be much better
used to define the community character of Union Pier and make it distinctive. One
example, establish a Lithuanian homecoming type event that invites former resorters to
the village. The event could highlight Lithuanian traditions, foods and crafts and include a
chess tournament, since chess was once a popular pastime in the community.

e Lakeside - Lakeside has a unique history due to its association with the University of
Chicago, the Art Institute of Chicago, and social pioneers like Jane Addams of Hull
House. Much as Cornish, New Hampshire, became known as the summer resort area for
New York City’s artists and writers, Lakeside was the summer resort area chosen by
Chicago’s social activists and intellectuals. This history should be developed and
promoted and used to create a stronger sense of identity for this community. A Michigan
Historical Marker should be placed at Lakeside to promote this history.

= Stanley Fairclough was a local architect that designed a number of English Tudor-
inspired homes and buildings in the Lakeside community. He also supervised the
reconstruction of the Shakespeare House for the Chikaming Country Club. A survey
of Furlough’s work should be conducted and the resources should be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places to call attention to his imprint on the community.

= Shakespeare House. The Shakespeare House at the Chikaming Country Club was
originally constructed for the International Livestock Exposition held in Chicago in
1924. It was purchased for use as a clubhouse, dismantled, and shipped to Lakeside.
Local architect Stanley Fairclough supervised its reconstruction. The Shakespeare
House should be listed in the National Register of Historic Places and a Michigan
Historical Marker placed at the site. It should be protected with an easement or a
local historic district designation.

= Wilkinson General Store. A Michigan State Historical Marker should be placed at
the Wilkinson General Store building. Wilkinson was one of the founders of Lakeside
and the store building was moved from the beach to its present location on the Red
Arrow Highway when auto-tourism replaced lumbering as the foundation of area’s
economy.

= Lakeside Inn. Criteria should be developed and a special “Authentic Michigan” or
“Pure Pike” emblem designed that can be applied to qualifying historic sites, such as
the Lakeside Inn, along the West Michigan Pike. A qualifying historic resource should
provide an above average, authentic experience and maintain its historic material
integrity and physical setting and feeling.

e Harbert — Harbert is home to two significant summer camps:

= Prairie Club - The Prairie Club historically had ties to Chicago landscape architect
Jens Jensen, and the club’s history directly relates to the conservation of Lake
Michigan’s sand dunes and the creation of Michigan’s state park system. The Prairie
Club’s Hazelhurst Camp in Harbert should be listed in the National Register of
Historic Places. This site should be protected through a preservation easement or as
a local historic district. At a minimum, design guidelines that protect and preserve its
historic character should be adopted. A Michigan Historical Marker should be placed
at the entry. Because of its conservation history, the Prairie Club could be included in
the development of a larger “green” initiative in Southwest Michigan.

= Bethany Beach Camp - Harbert is also home to the Bethany Beach Camp, a
Swedish Lutheran summer camp. A historic resource survey should be conducted of
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Bethany Beach to determine if it is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.

= Harbert Swedish Bakery. The Harbert Swedish Bakery, which has been in
operation since 1896, is a local landmark. Though the building has been altered, a
Michigan State Historical Marker about the area’s Swedish heritage should be placed
at the bakery.

The historic themes that have the most significance to Harbor Country and could be used to
promote cultural heritage tourism in the region are:

Transportation - The West Michigan Pike - The West Michigan Pike Association was a private
organization that existed between 1911 and 1922 to promote the construction of the first
continuous improved road built in West Michigan. The road ran from Chicago to Mackinaw City
and served as the main artery for the new automobile tourism that was developing at the turn of
the century. In Harbor Country, the West Michigan Pike route was:

from Indiana State Line north on Grand Beach Road, west on Wilson Road, east on
Buffalo Road (US 12) to New Buffalo, west on Whittaker, north on Rivera continue north
on Marquette Road to Union Pier, north on Lakeshore Road through Lakeside, north on
Red Arrow Highway through Harbert, northeast on Old M-11 into Sawyer, east on Sawyer
Road, north on California to Bridgman, east on Shawnee, north on Jericho, east on Linco,
north on Jericho to Stevensville, east on Johnson Road, north on Holden Road, west on
Glen Lord, north on Red Arrow Highway into Saint Joseph.

In 1917 the West Michigan Pike became part of the newly adopted state trunk line system and
was renamed M-11; in 1926 it became part of the first federal numbered highway system and was
renamed U.S. 31 (U.S. 12 in southern Berrien County). The first major realignment of the road
began in 1929. Harbor Country was the entry point into Michigan for travelers along the West
Michigan Pike; special attention was paid to the development and beautification of the highway.
Historic landscaping plans should be reviewed and efforts should be made to retain historic
features and perhaps recreate those that have been lost.

New Buffalo and Chikaming Townships have remnants of the original West Michigan Pike
roadway that still retain their historic character and retain the setting and feeling of a 1920s
highway. Standing on Grand Beach Road provides a good view of the two iterations of the
roadways, which run parallel to each other. Other sections of the original road that exist in the
area are Marquette/Riviera Road in New Buffalo and Lakeshore Road through Union Pier and
Lakeside. A short piece of the original road north of Harbert is still called Old M-11. A historic gas
station and tourist cabins existed on the site at the start of this project, but the cabins have since
been demolished. The historic character of the road should be protected. A driving tour of the old
road through Harbor Country highlighting key resources such as the State Highway Department’s
Tourist Lodge and the log tourist cabins at Judy’s Motel should be created.

Transportation - Red Arrow Highway. Establishing the Red Arrow Highway as its own tourist
destination amid the context of the larger heritage route will give the communities south of Saint
Joseph the opportunity to create their own unique, regional brand.

e The Red Arrow Highway was dedicated in 1953 as a tribute to the 32™ Division, a
group of Michigan and Wisconsin National Guardsman that served in France in World
War |. They were also the first Division shipped overseas after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. Because of its association with the Armed Services, expanded Memorial and
Veteran’s Day events could be held along the road. Increasing the number of
decorations (flags, buntings, flowers) during these holidays could make the Red
Arrow Highway a destination site at the beginning and end of the tourism season.



Cultural Heritage Assessments 302

e In 1927 the Red Arrow Highway through Berrien County became the first major
improvement and rerouting of the West Michigan Pike undertaken by the State
Highway Department to provide a scenic entry into the state for automobile tourists. A
highway beautification program based on the guidelines developed by the State
Highway Department circa 1927 could be reinstated to ensure that the highway
retains its historic character and remains aesthetically pleasing to tourists.

Roadside Architecture — Vernacular Auto-Tourism Buildings. U.S. 12 and the Red Arrow
Highway in Harbor Country are lined with simple vernacular buildings that were constructed
between 1911 and 1940 when automobile tourism was at its peak. Many are single story concrete
block or brick structures that were garages, roadhouses, tourist court offices, drive-ins and fruit
stands. The Sawyer area, for example, has two or three vernacular Modern style buildings from
the 1960s. These humble, unassuming structures contribute to the rural character of Harbor
Country and should be protected and preserved. Establishing a historic conservation district
along the old highway route would help to protect these resources and ensure that any new
construction was in keeping with the feel and setting of the historic road.

Roadside Architecture — Gas Stations. Along the Red Arrow Highway in Harbor Country are a
number of gas stations that represent the evolution of the architecture associated with this
property type. Some excellent examples include the small stucco gas station with large overhang
that was once part of Prussa’s Resort near Union Pier; the former Texaco Gas Station at Union
Pier that showcases the streamlined industrial design of Walter Dorwin Teague; and the well-
maintained Frazon’s Shell Station in Sawyer. Paired with the residential style gas stations that
exist along the Red Arrow Highway farther north, within the city limits of Saint Joseph, and other
stations found along the route of the West Michigan Pike and U.S. 31, these resources are a
visual representation of an important piece of automobile tourism history. A thematic national
register nomination of gas stations on the West Michigan Pike would enable the property owners
to utilize preservation tax credits. These gas stations could be used as part of a marketing
initiative to attract historic automobile enthusiasts. Even something simple like creating a
placemat with a “scavenger hunt” driving tour that provides historic information about gas station
development and challenges families to find the stations as the drive along the highway would
heighten awareness and interest in these resources and provide a linear focus for the heritage
route.

Roadside Architecture — Drive-In Restaurants. Harbor Country has one of the few operating
drive-in restaurants found within the project area—Mikey’s at 9096 Red Arrow Highway in
Sawyer. Mom and pop drive-ins were once a common sight on America’s highways but many
were put out of business when national fast food chain franchises burgeoned in the 1970s.
Mikey's is a unique automobile-related cultural resource that should be protected and promoted.
Mikey’s Drive-In should be included in a regional promotion of roadside architecture drive-ins
found on the West Michigan Pike including Roxy’s in Saint Joseph, and Dog n Suds in Muskegon
and Montague.

Recreation/Entertainment — Resorts, Inns, Motels and Tourist Courts. U.S. 12 was the entry
point for automobile tourists into Michigan between 1911 and the 1960s. As a result, a number of
inns, tourist courts, resorts and “mom and pop” motels were constructed. Over thirty were
identified as still existing in Harbor Country, and it is likely that more could be identified. While
many of the inns have been revamped as bed and breakfasts, the majority of the motels and
tourists courts are undervalued. Judy’s Motel on U.S. 12 in New Buffalo still retains at least four
log tourist cabins. These should be rehabilitated and protected with a local historic district
ordinance.

We recommend developing programs that will assist the owners of “mom and pop” hotels along
the West Michigan Pike to improve the condition of their properties and the services they offer—
turning them into moderately priced boutique motels. Consistency in quality of service is needed
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to attract a new type of consumer. A region-wide approach to marketing mom and pop motels
and tourist courts should be undertaken to create critical mass.

Ethnic — Ethnic Resorts - Harbor Country is unique in that its communities once served as
resort areas for a diversity of ethnic groups from Chicago. For example, Grand Beach was
historically associated with Irish Catholics from South Chicago, including Mayor Daly’s family;
New Buffalo was popular with Czech families due to the establishment of the nearby Camp Sokol;
Union Pier was extremely popular with Lithuanian’s; and Harbert was popular with Swedes whose
children attended the Bethany Beach camp. Greeks frequented New Buffalo, and the Greek
Orthodox Church there houses an exhibit of Berrien County’s Greek heritage and hosts an annual
Greek Dinner. Italians established a resort colony in the Glenlord Road area near Stevensuville.
The ethnic diversity of the area should be explored in depth and the cultural associations—food,
music, holidays, etc.—and history of the different ethnic groups better utilized to create a unique
sense of character for each community.

Ethnic - German Heritage. Berrien County has the world's largest concentration of Germans
from Volhynia, Russia (Ukraine). A large population of German immigrants entered New Buffalo
and the surrounding township in the 1850s. Claus H. Schultz of Holstein, Germany, arrived in
1852 and became a local leader in the community. Trained as a blacksmith, Schultz began
manufacturing ornamental rustic work for gardens. He also cultivated wild grasses and imported
flowers and for over thirty years operated a successful fruit and flower nursery for the Chicago
market. Schultz built a number of buildings in the village and served as its president. New Buffalo
should survey its historic buildings to determine which are associated with Schulz. By 1906 half
the population of New Buffalo Township was German. The St. John German Evangelical
Lutheran Church at 200 West Buffalo in New Buffalo is affiliated with this population.

Conservation — Warren Dunes State Park and Grand Mere State Park. Eco-tourism is a
popular niche tourism market. Telling Southwest Michigan’s conservation story would enhance
the visitors experience to the region’s natural resources. In Harbor Country, Edward Kirk Warren,
owner of the Warren Featherbone Company in Three Oaks, was a leading force in the
development of Southwest Michigan. A lifelong philanthropist and an early conservationist, he
was a founding member of two prominent Chicago-based conservation groups, the Prairie Club
and Friends of Our Native Landscapes. Warren purchased land that contained some of Berrien
County’s most significant natural features along Lake Michigan and the Galien River. After his
death in 1919 these became Warren Dunes State Park and Warren Woods State Park.
Conservation is an important theme within the Preserve America project area. Eight state parks
were established between New Buffalo and Ludington before 1930. Conservation went hand in
hand with new highway construction, reforestation of logged over lands, and the state’s efforts to
beautify Michigan in order to develop a tourist economy. As a result, Michigan was at the forefront
of conservation in America. The story of past conservation efforts would make a good companion
to today’s environmental concerns and “green” efforts in energy and construction technology.
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Benton Harbor, Berrien County

The city of Benton Harbor contains some of the finest historic architecture in Southwest Michigan
but has not taken advantage of historic preservation programs to help rehabilitate these
resources for a new use and to protect them for future generations. As seen in the chart below,
the city has only four resources listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

National Register of Historic Places, State Register of Historic Sites, and
Michigan Historical Marker Designations for Benton Harbor, Berrien County
National [State Historical

Resource Address Register |Register |Marker
Fidelity Building 162 Pipestone 2002
Fruit Belt Commemorative Historical Marker [Bond and 11th St 1957 1958
House of David, Shiloh House
Administration Building Britain Ave 1972 1971
Mary's City of David 1158 Britain Ave 2009 2009 2009
Morton Cemetery Territorial Rd 1986
Morton House 501 Territorial Rd 1964 1964
Wendell & Harriet Robbins House 680 Pipestone Rd 2007 2007 2007

Recommendations

e Designate the downtown commercial district as a National Register of Historic Places
historic district to enable property owners to participate in the federal tax credit program
for rehabilitations. Coupled with other incentives, developers in other cities have had
tremendous success in using historic building rehabilitations as a catalyst for further
economic investment. Benton Harbor has some of the best commercial building stock in
the project area.

e Designate the Mary’s City of David Hotel building as a National Register of Historic
Places resource (individually or as part of a larger commercial district) and as a local
historic district. Located in the heart of the Benton Harbor’'s downtown the Mary’s City of
David Hotel is a one of a kind resource—that uniqueness could be used to define the
city’s historic character. The hotel is significant not only for its architecture, it was
designed by engineers affiliated with the House of David and is constructed of concrete
with hematite chips in the aggregate, but also for its association with the Mary’s City of
David organization that contributed so much to Benton Harbor’s social and economic
history. Listing the building in the National Register of Historic Places would qualify it for
the federal historic preservation tax credit. As a true Michigan original, the hotel
deserves to be protected through local historic district designation. The city should work
with Mary’s City of David to create an enhanced tourist destination at their site on Napier
Road, which has tremendous potential as an authentic and unique cultural heritage
tourist site.

e The city should apply for National Park Service Certified Local Government (CLG) status.
Certification would enable the city and nonprofit organizations within the city to apply for
CLG grants, which would provide funding for the establishment of a preservation-
planning program. CLG grants can be used for historic resource identification and
registration, historic preservation planning, rehabilitation planning (feasibility studies or
condition assessment reports) and rehabilitation work for qualified historic resources.
One example, CLG grants could be used to hire a consultant to write a National Register
nomination for the downtown commercial district. Benton Harbor has already adopted a
local historic district ordinance, which is one of the criteria for CLG application.
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e The city of Benton Harbor should apply for Preserve America Community status. This
would enable the city and non-profit organizations within the city to apply for Preserve
America grant funds for research and documentation, interpretation and education, planning,
marketing, and training projects. Nonprofits such as the Morton House museum could
benefit from Preserve America grants.

e Designate the proposed historic district on Pipestone Avenue as a local historic district so
that property owners can utilize the state historic preservation tax credits for upgrading
and rehabilitating these significant historic properties.

¢ Adopt design guidelines for new construction in historic residential areas. The city of
Benton Harbor has experienced a number of demolitions within its historic
neighborhoods. In their place, new homes have been constructed that follow the design
patterns more appropriate for suburban subdivision development and are incongruent
with the city’s historic fabric. The city should look at setback, size, massing, materials
and style of new construction so that it is compatible with existing homes.
Implementation of historic conservation zones might be in order in some neighborhoods.
Historic neighborhoods with a high degree of integrity should be designated local historic
districts to enable property owners to use the state historic preservation tax credits.

The following are some of the significant themes for Benton Harbor that could be used in the
development of a cultural heritage tourism program.

Transportation - The West Michigan Pike. The West Michigan Pike Association was a private
organization that existed between 1911 and 1922 to promote the construction of the first
continuous improved road built in West Michigan. The road ran from Chicago to Mackinaw City
and served as the main artery for the new automobile tourism that was developing at the turn of
the century. In the Benton Harbor area, the West Michigan Pike followed the following route

Main Street out of Saint Joseph into Benton Harbor, then north on Water Street, east on
Territorial Road, northeast on Red Arrow Highway, east on Paw Paw Road into
Watervliet.

Historic resources along the West Michigan Pike route within the city of Benton Harbor should be
researched and included in a region wide interpretation of the Pike.

Transportation - Territorial Road. One of three of the earliest transportation routes in Michigan
is the Territorial Road, which ran from Detroit across the lower tier of counties to the Benton-
Harbor/Saint Joseph area. Approved by the federal government in 1829, road survey and
construction did not begin in West Michigan until the late 1830s. A history of the Territorial Road
should be developed and an inventory of historic resources should be undertaken to create a
driving tour of the road within Benton Harbor and Berrien County. One of the city’s most
significant resources, the Morton House, is located on Territorial Road.

Agriculture - Fruit Market. Benton Harbor was a center for Southwest Michigan’s lucrative fruit
industry. Though the Benton Harbor Fruit Market has moved out of downtown and the original
buildings demolished, this history should be utilized in promoting the city. In this age of the Food
Network and the popularity of locally grown produce, Benton Harbor should capitalize on its
agricultural history as the center of Michigan’s Fruit Belt. A farmer’s market of significant size
could be reinstituted in downtown Benton Harbor and/or a retail fruit market established at the
existing fruit market to attract tourists and promote Michigan produce.

Ethnic History - African American. African Americans began arriving in Michigan in numbers
between 1830 and 1840. Many were freed slaves or escaped slaves that came up through the
Underground Railroad. Early on, Southwest Michigan was an area where former slaves felt
comfortable settling. In 1836 a group of southern Quakers had established a colony in Calvin
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Township near the community of Vandalia in Cass County in the Chain of Lakes region. The
Quakers were abolitionists and the helped a number of former slaves escape and settle in the
area via the Underground Railroad. These people stayed in the region and more soon joined
them establishing a rural community of African Americans in the Chain of Lakes area of Calvin
and Porter Townships in Cass County. By 1850, while the city of Detroit had the highest
concentration of African Americans in Michigan with 697 residents, Cass County and the adjacent
Berrien County had the second and third largest populations of African Americans in the state at
376 and 215, respectively. Many of the ancestors of these early African American settlers made
their way to Southwest Michigan’s larger towns such as Benton Harbor and Muskegon. The
earliest African American settlement in Benton Harbor was known as “Out East” and was located
on Crystal Springs Road near Boynton, Bard, and Hull roads. By the 1880s the town of Covert,
twenty miles northeast of Benton Harbor, was an integrated community and African Americans
owned farms and held local government offices. In the 1930s, Benton Harbor’'s mayor, John
Sterling, headed to the southern states to encourage both African Americans and whites to come
to the Benton Harbor area to work as migrant workers picking fruit. The migrants worked a circuit
picking strawberries, raspberries and cherries in Berrien County in the early summer then
migrating to Ludington to pick sour cherries, traveling to Bay City to bring in the beet crop, and
then returning to Benton Harbor for the peach and apple harvest. At the beginning of World War
II, a second wave of African Americans came to Benton Harbor; most were from Arkansas, to
take jobs in the city’s forges. They settled in an area known as “the Flats” off Territorial near
Little Italy. The buildings of the Flats were razed through Urban Renewal in the 1960s.

The African American history of Southwest Michigan extends beyond Benton Harbor and is a
unique and interesting one. With a population of 95 percent African American, Benton Harbor is
encouraged to take on a leadership role in developing the story of African Americans in Berrien,
Cass, and Van Buren counties. The city could serve as a gateway to African American historical
sites and local history perhaps through the development of a regional history museum downtown.

Ethnic - Greek. The Stevensville-Benton Harbor-Hagar Township area was a popular resort spot
for Greeks that had immigrated to Chicago. Many Greek resorts were established there in the
1920s along with supporting businesses such at restaurants, hotels, sweet shops and ice cream
parlors that were opened by Greeks to meet the needs of the Greek resort population. A Greek
Orthodox Church was built in Benton Harbor (congregation has since moved to New Buffalo).
Benton Harbor should work with the Greek community to build on and promote this heritage
through events and festivals.

Recreation/Entertainment - Theater. At one time downtown Benton Harbor had four theaters.
Three have been demolished (the City, Lake, and the Liberty) and only one remains, the State
Theatre at 148 West Main Street, an Art-Moderne style theater built by the Detroit-based W. S.
Butterfield theater chain in 1942. A regional marketing approach for the approximately ten
historic theaters—including the State—within the project area could be undertaken. A Michigan
film festival could be developed —films by Michigan artists, films based in Michigan, films about
Michigan shot by the Works Progress Administration, travelogues from the 1950s—that could
move up and down the West Coast throughout the summer playing at the historic theaters.

Recreation/Entertainment - Theater. The auditorium at Mary’s City of David, which is currently
being used as a museum, could be converted back to a live theater venue. The small, intimate
space could be used for traditional or folk music functions. Exploring a partnership with an
organization such as the Old Town Music School in Chicago might be a possibility.

Recreation/Entertainment — Boxing. Benton Harbor has a historic association with the sport of
boxing. On July 6, 1920 Floyd Fitzsimmons, a sports promoter in Benton Harbor, promoted a
fight between World Heavyweight Champion Jack Dempsey and a lesser known boxer named Bill
Miske as “The Slaughter on Fair Avenue. ” It was Dempsey’s first fight after winning the World
Heavyweight Title in1919. The Michigan Boxing Club now operates in the Bobo Brazil
Community Center at 472 Cass. Coupled with Southwest Michigan’s association with
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heavyweight champion Muhammad Ali, who owns a farm in nearby Berrien Springs, Benton
Harbor might consider using its boxing heritage as part of an economic development strategy and
encourage the establishment of a boxing training center or school and the promotion of fights.
(An example of a small town using a sport to reinvent itself is Lindsborg, lowa, which encouraged
the establishment of an international chess school and which sponsors annual chess
tournaments.)

Art - Its close location to Chicago, its urban feel and outstanding architecture, proximity to
outstanding natural features, and reasonable rents would seemingly make Benton Harbor an
excellent candidate to attract young artists to the city. Benton Harbor should work to find
incentives and promotions that would attract members of the creative class to the city. Options to
explore might include providing connecting public transportation to the South Shore Interurban
line in Michigan City, Indiana thus enabling easy access to the city and marketing targeted area
of historic homes to Art Institute of Chicago students and graduates.
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Saint Joseph, Berrien County

Currently, the city of Saint Joseph is not taking full advantage of standard historic preservation
programs. Only three resources are listed in the National Register of Historic Places and eight in
the State Register of Historic Sites. Three Michigan Historical Markers have been erected within
the city. Through this project the Heritage Museum and Cultural Center submitted a Preserve
America Community application for the city of Saint Joseph, which would enable the city and non-
profit organizations within the city to apply for Preserve America grant funds.

National Register of Historic Places, State Register of Historic Sites and
Michigan Historical Marker Designations for Saint Joseph, Berrien County
National |State Historical
Resource Address Register [Register |Marker
Blossomland Bridge M-63 Saint Joseph River 1999
William Burnett Trading Post E of Miller Drive & Langley 1962 1965
Ave
Congregational Church of Saint Joseph 601 Main St 1979
William Dunbar House 814 State St 1980
Edgewater Club Annex 375 N Ridgeway 1984
Fort Miami Informational Designation Lake Blvd & Ship St 1956 1956
Herring's 1st Flight Silver Beach S of Broad St 1968
Ninth District Lighthouse Depot 128 Pier St 1993
Old Saint Joseph Historic District State, Main & Lake Sts 1981 1984
Saint Joseph North Pier Inner and Outer Saint Joseph River Mouth 2005
Lights
Saint Joseph Public Library 500 Main St 1982

Recommendations

¢ Designate the downtown commercial district as a National Register of Historic Places
historic district to enable property owners to participate in the federal tax credit program
for rehabilitations.

e Adopt a historic district ordinance and appoint a historic district commission, which would
enable the city to apply for National Park Service Certified Local Government (CLG)
status. Certification would enable the city and non-profit organizations within the city to
apply for CLG grants for historic preservation projects for historic resource identification
and registration, historic preservation planning, rehabilitation planning and rehabilitation
work for qualified historic resources.

e The city of Saint Joseph should consider local historic district designation for the OId
Saint Joseph National Register Historic District. This would enable property owners in the
district to participate in the state historic preservation tax credit program.

Some of the significant cultural heritage themes for Saint Joseph are:

Transportation - The West Michigan Pike. The West Michigan Pike Association was a private
organization that existed from 1911-1922 to promote the construction of the first continuous
improved road to be built in West Michigan. The road ran from Chicago to Mackinaw City and
served as the main artery for the new automobile tourism at the turn of the century. In the Saint
Joseph area the West Michigan Pike followed the following route:
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from Stevensville, east on Johnson Road, north on Holden Road, west on Glen Lord,
north on Red Arrow Highway into Saint Joseph. From Saint Joseph, north on State
Street, east on Ship Street, northeast on Main Street into Benton Harbor.

Historic resources along the route of the West Michigan Pike should be researched and their
history incorporated into a region-wide tour of the Pike.

Transportation - Red Arrow Highway. The Saint Joseph area is unique in that it has an existing
named highway with historic associations that already provides a strong sense of place. The Red
Arrow Highway (Old U.S. 12) was named as a tribute to a group of Michigan and Wisconsin
National Guardsman that were incorporated into Company C, 126th Infantry, 32" Division on July
18, 1917, during World War |. Sadly, over half the men in the battalion were killed or wounded.
The division also served in the South Pacific during World War Il. The 32" Division adopted a red
arrow as their symbol indicating their ability to pierce through enemy lines. On August 30, 1952,
U.S. 12 was designated the Red Arrow Highway to commemorate the 6,150 members of the 32M
Division that were killed during the two world wars. When the highway was bypassed by
Interstate 94 in 1960, counties were allowed to keep the Red Arrow Highway name, but only the
section in Berrien County is still commonly called the Red Arrow Highway The highway begins in
Chikaming Township just north of Harbert and passes through Lake Township, Saint Joseph,
Benton Harbor, and east through Benton Township. The Red Arrow Highway designation can
serve as a regional focus for this section of the West Michigan Pike. Heading into Saint Joseph
from the south, the Red Arrow Highway embodies the 1920s design principles established for
Michigan’s scenic highways and provides vistas of Lake Michigan. The Red Arrow Highway,
coupled with other veteran’s memorials throughout the project area (the Blue Star Highway, the
Muskegon Memorial Causeway, and living memorials in parks) could be used to unite the region
for Memorial and Veteran’s Day celebrations that kick off and end the tourist season.

Architecture - Roadside Architecture - Filling Stations. The city of Saint Joseph is unique in
that there are at least three historic filling station buildings within a mile of each other on the route
of the West Michigan Pike (Red Arrow Highway). These filling stations are representative of filling
station design from the late 1920s through the 1930s when there was an outcry against gaudy or
un-kept filling stations especially near residential suburbs. Some of the first zoning laws were
enacted to regulate filling station locations, and a grassroots movement developed to improve
their aesthetics. In response, the oil companies developed standard designs for their stations that
were based on popular residential architectural styles of the day including Tudor Revival,
Classical Revival and Greek Revival. Pure Qil, one of the first oil companies to introduce a
suburban service station design, created the easily recognizable small English Cottage of white
painted brick with a blue roof. Standard Oil often used a Mediterranean design with a stucco
finish and terra cotta roof. On the Red Arrow Highway just south of Saint Joseph’s downtown are
a former Pure Oil station, a Tudor Revival station, and a Classical Revival Station. These
resources should be protected by local historic district designation. Rehabilitating the filling station
buildings would greatly contribute to the visual interpretation of the proposed West Michigan Pike
heritage route.

Recreation/Entertainment - Resort Era. Saint Joseph has a long history as a popular resort
area. The Hotel Charles was constructed on the bluff overlooking Lake Michigan in 1866 and the
adjacent Lake Bluff Park provided shaded strolling paths for visitors. In 1891 Logan Drake and
Louis Wallace founded the Silver Beach Amusement and Realty Company and developed the
Silver Beach Amusement Park, which attracted thousands of tourists a year. While early resorters
came to Saint Joseph via passenger steamers, in 1913 a train depot was constructed by the Pere
Marquette Railroad. Saint Joseph retains a number of significant resources from West Michigan’s
golden age of resorts (1900-1940). Rather than interpreting each site individually, the
recommendation is to develop a more comprehensive approach that includes all the resources
that fall under the broad scope of resort history. This will provide a stronger historic identity for the
community and a critical mass of resources to support the interpretation of this important piece of
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the city’s history. A thematic survey of other resort-era resources in Saint Joseph should be
conducted. Known resort era resources include:

e Silver Beach Amusement Park Museum. Though the amusement park itself was
demolished in 1975, the Silver Beach Amusement Park Museum at 235 Broad Street
interprets this local institution. The group is working to restore the park’s carousel.

e Whitcomb Hotel. Once home to one of the state’s premier mineral spas, the hotel
started as the Saint Charles Hotel in 1866 and was renamed the Whitcomb Hotel in 1891.
In 1905 a sulfur spring was discovered near the hotel and the Whitcomb created a
mineral bath spa on the site and began marketing itself as a health resort. The
Whitcomb’s close proximity to Chicago helped it to acquire a large clientele. In 1927 a
group of local businessmen raised one million dollars in six weeks to construct a new,
modern hotel on the site, which opened on May 23, 1928. The firm of Pond, Pond, Martin
and Lloyd of Chicago, were chosen as architects. The Whitcomb quickly became known
as one of the finest hotels in southwest Michigan. The hotel closed in 1966 and became a
retirement residence in 1973.

o Lake Bluff Park. This park has an ideal location along the top of a bluff that provides
vistas of Lake Michigan. The historic Whitcomb Hotel and the Old Saint Joseph Historic
District serve as backdrops for the park. The park contains a number of historic resources
including the Maids of the Mist Fountain that was built for the Inter State Exhibition of the
World’'s Columbian Exposition in Chicago and was placed in Lake Bluff Park in 1892 and
the Dahlgren cannon from the Civil War that was placed in the park in 1897. It would
greatly benefit the aesthetics of the park if any future improvements were based on park
designs from the turn of the twentieth century. Current features, such as tubular benches
and a metal roof shelter, are modern intrusions that detract from the setting and feeling of
a turn of the century resort town. By outfitting the park with features that compliment the
historic architecture of the Whitcomb Hotel and the city’s historic district, this park could
become an outstanding feature for the city. The city should also carefully consider the
scale of development that is allowed to occur on the flat land below the bluff. Blocking the
lake vistas from the park would be detrimental for tourism.

e Edgewater Club. In the early 1900s Frank Graves, a developer and attorney in Saint
Joseph, had a vision to turn the north side of Saint Joseph into a resort. He built a Prairie-
style clubhouse on the beach called the Edgewater Club and an annex building with
sleeping rooms and several cottages. The club opened in March. The existing building,
located at 375 North Ridgeway, is the annex that was built in 1911, the main building
burned in 1931.

e Pere Marquette Railroad. The Saint Joseph train depot was constructed in 1913 and
brought many visitors to the city’s resorts. A 1904 polygonal Warren Through Truss
Swing railroad bridge still crosses the Saint Joseph River (a good view of this bridge with
the Whitcomb Hotel in the background can be seen from Tiscornia Park.) Saint Joseph
should be included in a regional tour of railroad resources. Railroad enthusiasts are a
significant niche market and resources related to the Pere Marquette’s Resort Special
train would be of interest to them.
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Ethnic Heritage — Italian. Just south of Saint Joseph, the Glenlord/Ridge Road area off the Red
Arrow Highway was once a popular resort area with Chicago’s Sicilian immigrants. In 1945
Joseph and Tina Capozio established the La Conca D'Oro Resort on Ridge Road in Berrien
County. Other resorts soon followed including Clamar Court, Glenlord Vista, Pisa, Foreani and
Carmaniagni Resorts of Berrien County. A few resources associated with the area’s Italian
heritage still exist including Capozio’s Italian Restaurant and Tosi’s Restaurant, on the Red Arrow
Highway, and Santaniello’s, 2262 W. Glenlord, Stevensville. More research should be done to
document and promote the area’s Italian heritage.
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South Haven, Van Buren County

To date, South Haven has not taken advantage of historic preservation programs. For example,
the city has just three resources listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The chart below
details South Haven'’s designated historic resources.

National Register of Historic Places, State Register of Historic Sites, and
Michigan Historical Marker Designations for South Haven, Van Buren County
National State Historical
Resource Address Register  |Register  |Marker
Liberty Hyde Bailey Jr. House 403 Bailey 1983 1963 1964
Hartman School 355 Hubbard 1983 1985
Haven Peaches 802 St. Joseph 1966 1966
Marsland-Kenilworth Resort 56. North Shore 1989
Drive
Navigation Structures South Mouth of Black
. 1995
Haven Harbor River
Scott Club 652 Phoenix 1980 1982
. . . .. |Lake Michigan 13
Steamship Hennepin Shipwreck Site Miles WNW 2008
Ward School 615 Indiana Ave 1984 1986

Recommendations

e List the downtown commercial district in the National Register of Historic Places to
enable property owners to utilize the 25 percent federal preservation tax credit

e Apply for National Park Service Certified Local Government (CLG) status. Certification
would enable the city to apply for CLG grants for historic preservation projects for such as
maintenance and rehabilitation work for historic buildings such as the South Haven
Center for the Arts and for historic resource identification and registration, education and
preservation planning activities. The city would need to adopt a historic district ordinance,
appoint a historic district commission, and establish four-year preservation goals

e The city should apply to become a Preserve America Community so that it is eligible for
Preserve America grant funding.

e Upgrade the Liberty Hyde Bailey Jr. National Register of Historic Places designation from
state to national level of significance to make the resource eligible for Save America’s
Treasures grants

e Consider establishing local historic districts for qualifying residential neighborhoods, such
as Monroe Park one of the first resort community’s in the city, to protect the city’s historic
character and enable property owners to take advantage of state historic preservation tax
credits.

The following are some of the significant cultural/heritage themes for South Haven that could be
used for a cultural heritage tourism program.

Transportation - The West Michigan Pike. The West Michigan Pike Association was a private
organization that existed from 1911-1922 to promote the construction of the first continuous
improved road to be built in West Michigan. The road ran from Chicago to Mackinaw City and
served as the main artery for the new automobile tourism that was developing at the turn of the
century. In the South Haven area, from Benton Harbor the original route followed:

Paw Paw Lake Rd (M-140) through Covert and continued north into South Haven. Within
the city limits the route went north on La Grange, northwest on Phillips, north on
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Broadway, west on Dyckman, and north on North Shore Drive, east on Blue Star
Highway through Glenn, east on 118", north on 68" (Old 31) to Douglas.

Documenting the West Michigan Pike’s historic route through South Haven and interpreting it
through the extant historic buildings as part of the regional heritage tourism route would add
dimension and context to the city’s existing history and interpretation programs.

Transportation - Blue Star Highway. The idea of establishing a living memorial to honor the
American men and women that had served in World War Il was initiated by the Garden Club of
New Jersey in 1945 and was adopted nationally in 1946. The Federated Garden Clubs of
Michigan adopted the project in 1947. The Michigan legislature officially designated 379 miles of
U.S. 31 from the Indiana-Michigan state line to Sault Ste. Marie as Michigan’s Blue Star Memorial
Highway in 1952. Today only a small portion of the original designation, the old section of U.S. 31
(A2) in Allegan and Van Buren counties, is still referred to as the Blue Star Highway. Creating the
Blue Star Highway as its own tourist destination amid the larger heritage route will give these
counties a unique identity. Memorial and Veteran’s Day events could be increased to make the
Blue Star Highway a destination site at the beginning and end of the tourism season. The
highway could be part of a larger story about the region’s contributions to World War Il and the
“Arsenal of Democracy.” A highway beautification program based on the original planting
guidelines could be reinstated to ensure that the Blue Star Highway retains the appropriate
setting and feeling. In the project area bronze Markers once existed in South Haven, Saugatuck,
Muskegon, and Hart and these should be replaced where needed. The Blue Star Highway offers
a unique opportunity to create a regional brand for Allegan and Van Buren counties.

Recreation/Entertainment - South Haven’s Resort Industry and Jewish Resorts. South
Haven'’s resort history began in the 1880’s when the Avery family first built cottages to rent to
friends from Chicago. The industry boomed but in the late 1920’s it took on a distinctive twist not
found in other communities. At a time when a resort’s clientele was often restricted by race or
religion, resort ownership in South Haven began to shift to a new population. Tired of dealing with
rejection and discrimination, Jewish entrepreneurs began buying resorts along North Shore Drive
in order to create a safe haven for Jewish travelers. Jewish resorters must have felt welcomed by
the community—by the 1940s there were over forty Jewish resorts in the area and North Shore
Drive had gained the nickname “the Catskills of the Midwest.” The 400 block of Phoenix Street in
downtown South Haven held a concentration of Jewish-owned stores that catered to the
traditions and food requirements of members of the Judaic faith. While many of the resorts have
been demolished, a good number still remain. The city should interpret and promote this unique
history. A tour book of Jewish resorts has been developed but it could be expanded. A thematic
survey of historic buildings related to the Jewish resort industry in South Haven should be
conducted and the qualifying resources should be listed in the National Register of Historic
Places (such as the Victoria Inn, Sleepy Hollow, and the Last Resort), so that property owners
may utilize preservation tax credits. Preservation easements or local historic district designation
should be encouraged for resources that retain a high degree of integrity. As part of this project, a
Michigan Historical Marker will be placed on North Shore Drive to commemorate this important
piece of the city’s history.

Agriculture — South Haven has a very rich agricultural history, and along with Benton Harbor,
could serve as one of the main interpretation centers for a regional interpretation of southwest
Michigan’s Fruit Belt heritage. South Haven’s agricultural history includes the following highlights:

e Liberty Hyde Bailey Jr. Born and raised in South Haven and a graduate of the Michigan
Agricultural College, Bailey went on to become the director of agriculture at Cornell
University, a national leader in the transformation of rural life in the early twentieth
century. At a time when the nation’s newly industrialized cities were siphoning young men
off the farms to work high paying factory jobs, Bailey was appointed by President
Theodore Roosevelt to head a national commission to investigate the problem. Bailey
was charged with developing a strategy to improve the quality of life of America’s farmers
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so that rural life would appeal to the nation’s best and brightest. Bailey established the
popular publication Country Life in America, which resulted in a national trend of
gentlemen farmers that developed exhibition farms to showcase scientific farming
techniques and new plant varieties. The Bailey farmhouse and site should be protected
by a local historic district designation. Upgrading the existing National Register
nomination for the property to the national level of significance would enable application
to the Save America’s Treasures for restoration funds. Application by the city of South
Haven to the Preserve America community program would enable the museum to apply
for Preserve America grants. Increased interpretation of Liberty Hyde Bailey Jr. and his
influence on rural life in America at this site is recommended. His work should be
interpreted through gentlemen farms found along the proposed heritage route such as
the Dorr Felt Estate in Saugatuck.

e South Haven Experimental Station. In 1870 South Haven was among the first
communities in Michigan to establish a local Pomological Society to promote the scientific
principles of fruit growing. Its members turned out to be among the state’s most intelligent
and forward thinking men. Their efforts led to the adoption of state legislation that
established the Michigan Pomological Society in 1871. Thanks to the efforts of Liberty
Hyde Bailey Jr. on the national front, states adopted the concept of agriculture extensions
and funding was soon made available for the creation of regional experimental stations
where new plant varieties and farming practices were tested. South Haven’s
Experimental Station was established in 1889 and became extremely important to the
success of Southwest Michigan’s fruit industry. Stanley Johnston, who served as
agricultural agent for the South Haven Experimental Station was an innovator and leader
who motivated the areas farmers to try new things.

e Peaches. Though Michigan’s peach industry began in Berrien County it quickly spread to
the South Haven area where it prospered. The South Haven Experimental Station was
instrumental in developing Haven variety peaches, which quickly became the standard
among the commercial peach crop of Michigan’s Fruit Belt. The “South Haven” peach
was first introduced by Arthur Spence in 1922.

e Blueberries. Stanley Johnston of the South Haven Agricultural Extension was one of the
few people that believed that the soil and climate conditions in South Haven were ideal
for blueberry cultivation. He was responsible for bringing the lucrative blueberry industry
to South Haven.

Because it was an epicenter for Michigan’s fruit industry, South Haven should increase its focus
on Agri-tourism. The city should explore ways of strengthening its connections with farms and
farm markets in the surrounding area. Finding creative ways to use the area’s agricultural history
to create a tourist destination based on local agricultural products should be explored. For
example, restaurants that serve dishes using seasonal local produce should be encouraged.
More education could be done to help buyers distinguish between the different varieties of
peaches and blueberries. Today, buyers are sophisticated about grape and apple varieties but
little is known about varieties of other fruits. Small farmers could grow flavorful historic varieties of
peaches and blueberries that are not viable for commercial production because they don't travel
well. One example, a historic variety could be reintroduced for sale in local South Haven markets,
which could help to make South Haven a destination during peak growing seasons.

Agriculture - Gladiolas. South Haven was the birthplace of new varieties of gladiolas in the
1920s and 1930s including the popular “South Haven” gladiola developed by Mrs. Watson
Nicholson in 1925. Encouraging the planting of the deep red “South Haven” gladiola and other
locally originated flora in home gardens and city parks would create a distinctive look and give the
city a unique character based on its own history. A local farmer might consider growing and
marketing heritage bulbs for sale to the public. As a tourism promotional device, homeowners
could be encouraged to grow the gladiolas and offer them for sale at rustic “serve yourself
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stands.” These stands with their bunches of cut gladiolas, hand printed signs, and payment via
coffee can on the honor system, were ubiquitous in southwest Michigan in the 1950s and 1960s
and created an appealing rural charm.

Architecture - Diners and Drive-Ins. South Haven is home to Ma’s Coffee Pot a 1960’s era
Double Deluxe Model Number 2449 Valentine Diner built by Valentine Lunch Systems of Wichita,
Kansas. It is also home to a small concrete block post-World War Il diner called Chuck’s. A
regional driving tour of diners in Southwest Michigan should be developed to increase visibility of
these beloved resources. Rosie’s Diner in Rockford (outside of Grand Rapids) is a complex of
three diners that has been featured on the Food Network program Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives. A
regional approach, which links smaller diners such as Ma’s and Chuck’s with better known
attractions like Rosie’s, would be beneficial. Diners appeal to a wide range of tourists from car
enthusiasts to motorcyclists to preservationists to families. South Haven is also one of the few
communities to retain an operating drive-in restaurant, the 50’s Drive-In on M-140, which is
located on the original route of the West Michigan Pike. There are only a handful of drive-ins still
operating in southwest Michigan and a regional approach to their promotion should be
undertaken.

Architecture - Bungalows. Simple, Craftsman style bungalows characterize South Haven’s
historic residential neighborhoods, more so than other southwest Michigan communities, and
create the relaxed feeling of a summer resort town. South Haven could use its bungalows to
brand itself in the minds of tourists. The origin of these neighborhoods should be researched and
promoted to raise awareness of South Haven'’s uniqueness and the historic importance of these
humble resources. It would be interesting to know if any of the homes were kit houses (Sears,
Aladdin) erected by individual property owners. If so, such resources should be promoted via a
walking tour. It is recommended that a historic resource survey be undertaken of the residential
neighborhoods south of Phoenix Street. Where appropriate, local historic district designation
should be completed for neighborhoods with a concentration of historic resources. Adopting a
historic district ordinance and enabling the study would allow the city council to utilize emergency
powers should the area be threatened by development, even if a local historic district is not
established. At the very least design guidelines should be developed so that infill houses will be
of the same size and scale of the existing structures. An education program on the characteristics
of the Craftsman style should be undertaken so that property owners will be able to make
educated decisions about property improvements.

Recreation/Entertainment - Golf. The South Haven area has one of the state’s finest examples
of an intact 1920s golf course, the Glenn Shores Golf Club on the Blue Star Highway. The
practice of purchasing a farm to create a course and converting the farmhouse for the clubhouse
was popular during the era. Glenn Shores retains a very high degree of historic integrity. The club
should be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places to enable the property to take
advantage of tax credits. Protection of this resource through a preservation easement or local
historic district designation should be considered.

Recreation/Entertainment - Resort Subdivisions. Around 1927 Casco Township north of
South Haven became the center of development for a new type of tourist property—the resort
subdivision. Unlike the resort associations of the past, these resort subdivisions were planned
communities that would offer services and infrastructure (paved streets, electric lights, indoor
plumbing and heating) previously reserved for year-round communities. Subdivisions such as
Miami Park and Glenn Shores had high hopes of becoming actual suburbs of Chicago—Miami
Park was advertised as being only 30 minutes away from Chicago by air travel. The stock market
crash and the Great Depression brought development of these subdivisions to a halt and the land
remained virtually undeveloped for years. Today, they are falling victim to the “McMansion”
syndrome as huge homes are built next to small cottages. The periodical The Michigan Property
Owner 1927 Resort Edition (available at the Library of Michigan) includes pages of articles that
showcase the bravado of developers during this barnstorming era when air travel was new and
marketing stunts were outrageous. Local historic districts should be considered to protect the
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subdivisions that have retained their historic character. An exhibit highlighting this time period
would bring the public’s attention to this charming period of the South Haven area’s history.

Al Capone — The South Haven area is a source of stories about the Chicago crime boss, Al
Capone. Capone reportedly played golf at the South Haven Country Club and stayed at the
Sleepy Hollow Resort. His girlfriend, Floria, is reportedly buried in nearby McDowell Cemetery.
Capone is a larger than life figure that interests many people on many levels. While it is almost
impossible to substantiate the numerous stories about Capone’s travels in Michigan, the South
Haven and the Stevensville area seem to be the two Southwest Michigan communities most
associated with Capone. (His accountant reportedly owned a home on Glenlord Road, an Italian
resort area near Stevensville. Capone is said to have spent time at the home of John Flynn who
owned the local theater in Stevensville.) A regional narrative about the Prohibition era, Chicago’s
gangster’s and their association with Southwest Michigan could be developed (Grand Haven was
the site of an FBI documented bank robbery conducted by Pretty Boy Floyd) and interpretation of
real events should be undertaken. In addition to the serious narrative a creative, “tongue in
cheek” approach to Capone’s connection to South Haven could also be develop. A juried, Mark
Twainesque tall tales festival where people make up whoppers about Capone in South Haven, a
marching band in pin stripe suits and black and white spectator shoes that performs downtown on
weekends, a film noir festival of gangster films are some examples of a light hearted approach
toward the area’s Capone legacy.
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Saugatuck-Douglas, Allegan County

Saugatuck-Douglas area has strong historic preservation organizations and historical societies
that have documented in detail the history and architecture of the area. Both are designated
Preserve America communities. Saugatuck has a local historic district ordinance and established
a local historic district whose boundaries are roughly the Kalamazoo River, Mary Street, Saint
Joseph Street, Mason Street, Allegan Road and the Blue Star Highway. This designation protects
the resources lining much of the original route of the West Michigan Pike, which followed Butler
Street through the center of downtown Saugatuck. Still, much more could be done to designate
and protect historic resources and to utilize preservation incentive programs.

National Register of Historic Places, State Register of Historic Sites, and
Michigan Historical Marker Designations for Saugatuck-Douglas Area, Allegan County

National State
Historic |National| State | Historical
Resource Address Community Landmark |Register |Register| Marker
Douglas Union School 130 Center Ave Douglas 1995 1990 1998
Dutcher Lodge 86 Center Ave Douglas 1985 1997
Dr. Asa Goodrich House 112 Center Ave Douglas 1986 1990
Sarah Kirby House 204 W Center Ave Douglas 1990 1998
Lakeshore Chapel Shorewood Rd at Campbell [Douglas 1997
Harvey Judson Kingsley 628 W Main Eennville 1992
Ganges Fractional School District No. 6292 124th Ave Ganges Twp 1978 1987
1 School House
John Butler Johnson 2207 75th St Ganges Twp 1988
Pier Cove Informational Designation |Lakeshore Dr Ganges Twp 1989 1989
Castle Park Lodge 6700 Bryant Ave Laketown Twp 1979
Dorr E. Felt Estate 66th St Laketown Twp 1996 2006 2006
Graafschap Christian Reformed A621 48th Laketown Twp 1976 1977
Church
Laketown Township Hall 6280 142nd Laketown Twp 1989 2000
All Saint's Episcopal Church 256 Saugatuck Saugatuck 1981 1983
Allegan Road Commemorative River Bluff Park Saugatuck 1994 1994
Designation
Clipson Brewery and Ice House-Twin |900 Lake Saugatuck 1987 2000
Gables
First Congregational Church 296 Hoffman Saugatuck 1991 1992
Horace D. Moore House 888 Holland Street Saugatuck 1984
Navigation Structures Saugatuck Riverside Drive Saugatuck 2001
Harbor
Saugatuck Engine House & Council  |102 Butler Saugatuck 1990 1991
Room
Schriver's Inn River Road Saugatuck 1979
Singapore Informational Designation [Near U.S. 31 W Saugatuck 1958 1958
Warren P. Sutton House 736 Pleasant St Saugatuck 1992 1987 2000
Fred Thompson & William Springer 633 Pleasant St Saugatuck 1988
House "Kemah"
Leindecker’s Inn (Coral Gables) 220 Water Street Saugatuck 2009




Cultural Heritage Assessment 318

Recommendations:

e Saugatuck should become a Certified Local Government (CLG) in order to utilize CLG
grants to enhance its historic preservation program.

e Saugatuck should expand its local historic district to include the complete route of the
West Michigan Pike through town. This would result in including resources north of Mary
Street on Butler and resources on Francis and Holland streets.

e Saugatuck should capitalize on its architectural history and its historically close
connection to Chicago architects as a marketing tool to attract Chicago’s creative class.
Partnering with the Chicago Architecture Foundation to showcase Chicago architect’s in
West Michigan is one option.

Themes the Saugatuck/Douglas region can utilize to promote its cultural heritage tourism are:

Transportation - The West Michigan Pike. The West Michigan Pike Association was a private
organization that existed between 1911 and 1922 to promote the construction of the first
continuous improved road built in West Michigan. The road ran from Chicago to Mackinaw City
and served as the main artery for the new automobile tourism that was developing at the turn of
the century. In Saugatuck-Douglas the original route of the West Michigan Pike ran

east on 118", north on 68" (Old U.S. 31) to Douglas, east on 138", north on Center,
north on Washington, Cross bridge to Saugatuck, northwest on Lake Street, west on
Culver Street, north on Butler, east on Francis, northeast on Holland Street, north on 64"
Street.

In 1917 the West Michigan Pike became part of the newly adopted state trunk line system and
was renamed M-11; in 1926 it became part of the first federal numbered highway system and was
renamed U.S. 31. One of the early realignments of the highway is now known as the Blue Star
Highway. Though all of U.S. 31 was once designated the Blue Star Highway, only a small section
in Allegan and Van Buren counties is still referred to by that name. This creates a defined area
with a sense of identity that can be used to market this section of the road. The original idea of
the Blue Star Highway could be revived here—using the landscape to create a living memorial for
war veterans. This would create a unique visual character for this piece of the West Michigan
Pike. The Federated Garden Clubs of Michigan had planting lists and plans for the highway,
which could be utilized in a re-beautification program. Activities centered on veteran-related
holidays could be increased along the Blue Star Highway, prolonging the tourist season in spring
and fall.

Recreation/Entertainment - Resorts, Inns, Motels and Tourist Courts. The Saugatuck-
Douglas area has a concentration of 1950s-era mom and pop hotels still in operation along the
Blue Star Highway. The West Michigan Pike can serve as the driving force in developing a
regional marketing strategy for the mom and pop motels not only on the Blue Star Highway but
along the historic road. Mom and pop hotels should be encouraged to improve services to offer a
boutique experience popular with today’s travelers.

Recreation/Entertainment - Resort Tourism. The area contains a number of seemingly
disparate historic resources that could be linked under a broader “history of resort/tourism”
theme. Examples include the SS Keewatin steamer, which offers a glimpse into how tourists first
came to the area at the turn of the century; the Saugatuck Dune Rides, a unique resource
developed in the 1950s; the architecture styles used to create a uniform downtown to create a
tourist destination; the Belvedere Bed and Breakfast and Dorr Felt Mansion which both represent
the “country life” lifestyle popularized by Liberty Hyde Bailey Jr. of South Haven.
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Conservation/Reforestation - The area has a number of unique resources that depict turn of the
century conservation efforts that were undertaken to alleviate the problem of cut over land left by
the lumber companies. The first is the summer home of Chicago-based landscape architect
Ossian C. Sim