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MSHDA Programs Provide Opportunity for Homeownership

As a single mother of four children, Tracy Parham has overcome hardships that most mothers could never even imagine.  

For years, Parham dealt with a drug addiction that resulted in her homelessness and a necessary separation from her children while she underwent treatment.  Through her rehabilitation, she volunteered for security at Odyssey House in Saginaw, Mich. where she was being treated.  

While she was volunteering for the treatment center she earned her two-year certification in Fundamentals of Drug and Alcohol Dependency, in turn qualifying her for the position as a Treatment Administrator at Odyssey House.  During this time she lived with her grandmother and decided to apply for the Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) waiting list.  

She applied for the job and was hired, earning her a decent wage to help support her family.  Soon after hiring in at Odyssey House she obtained housing and received the Housing Choice Voucher.  She was then reunited with her children and began receiving public assistance.

When she learned of the Family Self-Suffieciency asset building program through MSHDA she set a personal goal to save up enough money to pay off her past debts.  Through MSHDA’s Key to Own Homeownership Program she was able to remain focused on achieving her goals of moving off of cash assistance and food stamps and onto success in the FSS program.

- more -

Page 2 of 2

She feels that without the help of the Odyssey House for her rehabilitation treatment as well as employing her after her successful certification program, along with assistance from the MSHDA programs she would not have been as successful in her dreams of owning her own home.  

“Homeownership was the biggest incentive to stay off public assistance and to stay focused on fixing my credit,” said Parham.  “The family Self-Sufficiency Program escrow account paid off my past debt and improved my credit to get approved for a MSHDA mortgage.”


Through all of her ups and downs Parham was anxious and confused.  She is extremely grateful to all those who helped her through her most difficult times.  


“I was scared and the folks at MSHDA were so wonderful,” said Parham.  “Someone was always there to answer my questions, and everyone always made me feel so comfortable.  I was so blessed.”  
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