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November 12, 2008
Minutes
	Commissioners Present
	Guests

	Jacqueline El-Sayed - Chair

Walter Heinritzi

Timothy Kaltenbach
Thomas O’Brien

Robert Powers

James Scalici

Michael Prince

Commissioners Excused

David Zick

Fred Bueter – Vice-chair

James Parrinello 

Robert McFarland

	Patrick Muinch - FMCSA
Kim Lariviere - MDOT
Frank Kelly – MI Transportation Commission
Michigan Center for Truck Safety Staff

Mike Irwin

Lisa Atwell

OHSP Staff

Deborah Sonnenberg

Kim Kelly

Steve Schreier

Alyson Kechkaylo


CALL TO ORDER

The MTSC meeting was called to order by Dr. El-Sayed, Chair at 9:05 a.m.  

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Walter Heinritzi was introduced as the newly appointed Commissioner representing the Michigan Trucking Association succeeding Mr. James Van Zoeren.
ROLL CALL

A roll call of the Commissioners was completed determining a quorum was present.  
APPROVAL OF MTSC MINUTES 

A motion to accept the minutes of the September 17, 2008, meeting was made by Captain Powers and supported by Mr. Scalici.  Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT 

None

REPORTS
Chair’s Report – Dr. Jacqueline El-Sayed

Commissioners were requested to review their contact information on file and provide Ms. Sonnenberg with any the changes or additions.
Financial Report – Ms. Kim Kelly

Ms. Kim Kelly provided an overview of the financial report for September stating the report was preliminary pending receipt of UMTRI’s final cost statement.
Education Grant Report – Mr. Michael Irwin

Mike Irwin provided a report summarizing the activities and initiatives the Center for Truck Safety and its staff have accomplished over the last few months.

Truck Safety Symposium – Mr. Mike Irwin

Mr. Irwin announced to save the dates of February 17 & 18, 2009, to attend the Truck Safety Symposium.  More information and registration materials will be available soon.

Enforcement Grant Activity Update – MSP Traffic Safety Division
Not available

20th Anniversary Event Recap – Ms. Alyson Kechkaylo
Mr. Prince presented the Governor’s proclamation of Truck Safety Week and a special Legislative Tribute presented in recognition of the MTSC 20th Anniversary.  Color copies of the tribute will be provided to each Commissioner.  Ms. Kechkaylo indicated there are extra anniversary commemorative items available should anyone want them.
Ms. Kechkaylo reported on the success of the three events and the excellent media coverage they received.  Interviews with Captain Powers and Mr. Irwin were televised, an interview with Mr. Irwin was broadcast over Saginaw’s news talk radio, and several newspapers ran articles highlighting the MTSC and the MCTS simulator.  
An estimated 75-100 people experienced the simulator.  Students from Saginaw driving schools commented they were directed by their instructors to attend the event and drive the simulator.  The Border Crossing Guidebook was in high demand and praised by drivers and industry officials in attendance.  
Dr. El-Sayed acknowledged the Commissioners that attended the event and thanked Ms. Kechkaylo, Mr. Irwin and Ms. Atwell for their tremendous efforts, and thanked Captain Powers, Colonel Munoz, and Deputy Administrator David Huge for their speaking roles.

Dr. El-Sayed remarked that as a result of working with the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA) on the Lansing event, Ms. Laura Zabriskie-Martin from CVSA offered to produce and post a podcast featuring the Michigan Truck Safety Commission on the CVSA Web site.  Following today’s meeting; Ms. Zabriskie-Martin will be meeting with Dr. El-Sayed, Captain Powers, and Mr. Mike Irwin to produce the podcast.  Notification will be made once the podcast is posted to the CVSA Web site.
Mr. Prince credited Ms. Kechkaylo for the success of the events.  She jumped in and took charge of organizing everything from start to finish.  Ms. Kechkaylo acknowledged Ms. Atwell for her invaluable assistance.  A collection of the anniversary photos, news clippings, etc., will be compiled to commemorate the event.
USDOT Intrastate Numbering Requirement – Capt. Robert Powers

Captain Powers reported that currently, 17,332 Michigan-based intrastate motor carriers have registered and been issued USDOT numbers.  Effective January 1, 2009, Michigan State Police (MSP) commercial vehicle enforcement officers will begin zero-tolerance enforcement issuing citations to carriers not having and displaying their USDOT number.  This action ends MSP’s three-year enforcement moratorium to provide carriers time to comply.  Questions concerning the program can be directed to 888-464-8736 that connects to the MSP Traffic Safety Division office in Lansing.  
Border Crossing Guidebook – Capt. Robert Powers

Captain Powers shared copies of the new Border Crossing Guidebook developed to inform and educate drivers on what to expect when crossing borders to provide a smother, safer, and efficient crossing experience.  Captain Powers acknowledge his staff, OHSP staff, and the staff of the MCTS for their efforts and cooperation in developing and distributing this document.
The guidebook has been published in three languages, English, French, and Spanish, and can be obtained from the MCTS office.  In addition to the professionally printed copy, the guidebook is available in DVD form and electronically from the Web sites of the Michigan Center for Truck Safety, MSP-Traffic Safety Division, Michigan Department of Transportation, and the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance (CVSA). The guidebook is a public document and can be reproduced by any agency, state, or country.  Copies have been distributed nationwide and to all Canadian Provinces.  
MSP/MDOT Commercial Vehicle Strategy Team (CVST) – Capt. Robert Powers
Captain Powers provided a video overview of the MDOT/MSP CVST initiatives, programs, and successes to better serve the public, promote truck safety, and protect Michigan’s infrastructure.  Captain Powers acknowledged Roberta Welke, Bob Wilkis, and Julie Hurley of MDOT for the development of the video.  Captain Powers will be reporting on this program at the State Transportation Commission meeting next week.
ACTION ITEMS
Adoption of 2009 Meeting Calendar
A motion to adopt the 2009 MTSC meeting calendar, with the January meeting eliminated, was made by Mr. Kaltenbach and supported by Captain Powers.  Motion Carried. 
Adoption of FY08 MTSC Annual Report   

A motion to approve the 2008 MTSC Annual Report, with revisions as discussed, was made by 

Mr. Kaltenbach and supported by Mr. Scalici.  Motion Carried. 

PRESENTATIONS
None

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS and COMMENTS
Tennessee CDL License - Mr. Patrick Muinch of the FMCSA-Michigan Division reported that an investigation revealed a CDL testing/training facility in Tennessee was issuing CDL licenses for a price ($4,000) without proper education and testing.  Of the 9,000 people issued licenses only 1,400 of them were actually Tennessee residents.  One major issue resulting from this is that the licenses are being flipped for another states’ license.  Michigan ranks third in the country having 645 Tennessee licenses flipped.  An official letter will soon be issued to all states identifying the licenses affected.  It will be up to the individual states to determine their course of action.  
Mr. Muinch commented that some states addressed this issue previous by requiring everyone to pass their driving tests before any license is flipped.  
MEETING ADJOURNED:  10:56 A.M.
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