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SITUATION OVERVIEW: 
 
The combined circumstances of unseasonably warm temperatures that caused ice and snow to melt, and several 
days of rain across central and southwestern lower regions of the Lower Peninsula beginning on Friday, January 11, 
has resulted in streams and rivers swelling above flood stage in many areas.  The National Weather Service (NWS) 
office in Northern Webster Indiana has issued a number of flood advisories and warnings for Berrien, Branch, Cass, 
Livingston, and St. Joseph counties. Additional flood advisories or high water exists to some extent in the following 
additional counties: Allegan, Barry, Calhoun, Ingham, Kalamazoo, and Van Buren. Numerous rivers and streams 
have crested past flood stage or were predicted to crest past flood stage yesterday or today and remain there for 
several days.  Last night temperatures began a downward trend for this region as a front brought rain mixed with 
snow and sleet resulting in accumulations of several inches. Snow is predicted for today with only trace additional 
accumulations. The colder air moving into the area should assist in keeping the accumulations from melting and 
acerbating the flooding conditions.  In several areas, the rivers have already crested but others will not crest until 
today or tomorrow.  Generally, predictions are that the rivers involved will stay at flood levels for several days and 
gradually decline toward the end of the week with no additional flooding damage. 
 
Berrien, Branch and St. Joseph counties were the worst impacted and these reports follow first: 
 
BERRIEN COUNTY: 
On January 9th, the City of Niles, Niles Township, Buchanan City, Buchanan Township, Benton Charter Township, 
Village of Berrien Springs, Oronoko Township, Royalton Township, Benton Charter Township, St. Joseph Charter 
Township and St. Joseph City reported minor to moderate flooding along the banks of the St. Joseph River and 
streams leading to the river. On January 10th, the National Weather Service (NWS) observed the highest level of the 
St. Joseph River in the City of Niles, Berrien County MI. to be 14.17 feet.  Flood stage for this area is 11 feet.  There 
is limited roadway damage and no reported culvert/bridge damage in the County.  Some insured residences are 
reporting water in basements.  There is a possibility of Elkhart & Three Rivers dams opening more gates, which will 
affect water levels further.  The NWS in North Webster Indiana reports that the level of the St. Joseph River will 
fluctuate over the next 24 hours as upstream water levels travel along the St. Joseph River to Lake Michigan.  Water 
levels are expected to fluctuate in the manner of inches with high water levels remaining until January 15th depending 
on inclement weather and water flow.  The levels are then predicted to fall early this week and as of January 14th, 

water levels are receding throughout the county.  In Royalton Twp. levels dropped 8-9 inches from Friday to 
Saturday, and another 2 inches on Sunday.  Portions of Linden Lane and Derfia Drive in Royalton Township and 
Marmont Road in city of Niles are still under water but improving.  NWS reporting stage in Niles has an observed 
water level of 12.72 ft as of 5:00 AM this date (flood stage 11 ft).   Two homes being reported in floodway that may 
have minor water damage in basement. 
 
As of 4:00 AM January 10, the following Berrien County communities have reported flood waters approaching 
businesses and private dwellings: City of Niles, Buchanan Township, Berrien Springs Village, Oronoko Township 
and Royalton Township. The following communities have reported water flooding public owned land such as parks 
and recreational areas: City of Niles, Niles Township, Berrien Springs Village, Benton Charter Township, St. Joseph 
Charter Township and City of St. Joseph. 
 
The City of Niles confirms water levels as reported by the NWS. The City has reported high water at their 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and private homes in the immediate vicinity. French Paper in the City of Niles has 
deployed sandbags in and around a portion of its manufacturing complex to assist in maintaining operations. The 
Niles City Fire Department has begun a list of homes that report water entering basements or inside of dwellings.  
Two homes were determined unhabitable and the residents of those homes were evacuated.   Preliminary public and 
private assessments were conducted in the affected areas during daylight hours January 10th.  Low areas along the 
river remain flooded and slightly lower than yesterday. Six homes have reported water in basements.  The retention 
basin overflow barrier of the Niles Wastewater Treatment Plant had overflowed which resulted in the facility releasing 
waste into the St. Joseph River since January 10th.  The downriver communities and the Kalamazoo District Office of 
the Department of Environmental Quality have been notified.  The release levels are currently being assessed and 



County residents are being advised by Berrien County Emergency Management not to drink water from wells 
surrounding flooded areas.  
 
Niles Charter Township and Bertrand Township report tributaries leading to the St. Joseph River have receded but 
remain at a higher than normal level. Most buildings that were affected by high water have remained in operations 
throughout the day.  The City of Buchanan and Buchanan Township report that water levels have receded slightly 
and continue to flow with strong currents.  Derfla Drive and Linden Lane in Royalton Township continue to 
experience high water at this time. Water levels covering the travel portion of the roadway range from 1 inch to 
greater than 12 inches following the contour of the area. Front and side yards are showing up to two feet of standing 
water at this time. Currently 7 homes show water against the structure from the road side of the dwellings. At this 
time no evacuation has been deemed necessary. Some residents have sought their own shelter due to levels of 
water on roadways.  The Health Department has issued water advisories to residents in the affected area concerning 
use of well water. Information left at residents explains how to contact their department, collect water samples from 
their wells, or general public health information. Water level fluctuation in this area continue but at a much slower 
pace.  The City of St. Joseph has reported damage to a private seawall possibly caused by strong river current.  
 
Berrien County Emergency Management opened a public inquiry line which operated from 8:00 AM until 8:00 PM 
January 10th to assist residents and municipal leaders with questions or concerns.  The Berrien County Public Safety 
Communications fielded public inquires over the evening hours. At this time all calls for service continue to be 
handled by municipal and county departments.  Information is being compiled from affected municipalities & 
townships for damage assessment.  No state of emergency has been declared or is being anticipated.  No requests 
for assistance are needed or expected at this time pending further assessments.   Assessments across the County 
will continue as waters recede. 
 
 
BRANCH COUNTY:    
In Bethel Township (2 miles east of Bronson, MI), a culvert washed out and the adjoining two lane county road 
(Central Road) has been closed until temporary repairs can be made.  Damage assessment is currently being done 
there and at four other roads where water has crossed the road and washed away shoulders. Two roads remain 
closed in the County due to damage at this time.  Approximately 15 residences on Lucky Drive, located in the city of 
Coldwater, have been sandbagged but are taking on water in basements. The County is reporting that approximately 
80 homes may have water in basements or in surrounding yards but no appreciable home damage is expected. 
There are no reports of uninsured residences or businesses.  The County is currently under flood warning for St. 
Joseph River at Union City. Overall the situation is improving with water receding in all problem locations.  There are 
no new reports of voluntary displacements or requests for sandbags since Friday, January 11.  NWS is predicting 
less than three inches of new snowfall for the week. Damage assessment will be ongoing.   Tour of problem areas 
and roadway damage with Drain commissioner, Road Commission, and elected officials was scheduled to take place 
on Monday, the 14th.  No local state of emergency has been declared at this time, but the County may still anticipate 
declaring a state of emergency.   
   
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY:  
Water levels are high down the length of the St. Joseph River in St. Joseph County and were expected to continue 
rising until Sunday or Monday (1/13- 1/14/08).    The St. Joseph River water level in Three Rivers crested at 9.18 ft. 
and is now receding.  The waters crested at 8.47 ft. at Mottville dam and are now receding.  The Middle Colon 
Bridge, north of the Village of Burr Oak, was closed due to tree debris impacting the bridge and remains closed at 
this time.  The Burr Oak Road Bridge, in the village of Burr Oak, is closed due to erosion around the abutments.  
Both the Middle Colon and Burr Oak bridges are undergoing engineering safety assessments.  Seven secondary 
roads are closed, primarily in Colon, Nottawa, Mendon, and Leonidas Townships.  Voluntary displacements in Three 
Rivers along the river are minor. No appreciable home damage is expected to be reported. The evacuation of 
Scidmore Park Zoo animals in Three Rivers has been halted.  Damage assessment is ongoing. There are currently 
no requests for assistance and no local state of emergency has been declared or is being anticipated.  
 
  
Other counties less impacted include Allegan, Barry, Calhoun, Cass, Ingham, Kalamazoo, Livingston and 
Van Buren.  Their respective reports follow: 
   
ALLEGAN COUNTY: 
The County is reporting water high, but no problems yet.  The Kalamazoo River has crested and is currently 
receding. Two-thousand sandbags were made available for those requesting them.  No requests were forthcoming 
and the County now has an excess of two-thousand sandbags for distribution to the Kalamazoo District Office if they 
are needed elsewhere.  There are no reports of displacements or requests for assistance and there is no appreciable 



home damage being reported.  No local state of emergency has been declared or is being anticipated and there is 
no request for state assistance from the County. 
  
BARRY COUNTY: 
The Thornapple River has crested and is now receding. There are no reports of displacements or requests for 
assistance. 
 
CALHOUN COUNTY: 
The County is reporting that the flood warning in Burlington has expired and no further problems exist.  
 
CASS COUNTY:  
The County reports that St. Joseph River and Christiana Creek are high but not impacting any residences. No 
current problems to report and no requests for assistance are expected to be forthcoming.   
 
INGHAM COUNTY / CITY OF LANSING: 
Due to the warm weather and rainfall over the last 48 hours, water levels in the Red Cedar River and Grand River 
have risen causing minor flooding in low level areas with water overflowing creek and river beds.  The NWS reported 
that the Red Cedar River crested at 7.51 feet and the Grand River crested at 10.53 feet on January 11th.  The Red 
Cedar was slightly above flood stage impacting low lying parks and some streets.  The Grand River did not exceed 
flood levels but caused significant flooding at Potter Park.  The flooding did not impact any homes to any appreciable 
degree.  Also, no businesses or utilities were affected and no roads in the area are currently blocked.  No local states 
of emergency have been declared or are being anticipated and no requests for state assistance are required. 
 
KALAMAZOO COUNTY: 
Kalamazoo County reports high water with the Kalamazoo River cresting at 7.79 ft. on Sunday morning, January 
13th.  The river is now slowly receding. No damage has been reported from the high waters and there are no 
requests for assistance or reports of displacements.    
 
LIVINGSTON COUNTY: 
The County has experienced some flooding in the Hamburg Township, Orr Lake area. The Huron River has 
overflowed its banks in low lying areas causing some concern for homeowners in the area.  Hamburg Township was 
determined to be in Flood Warning Status as of Friday, January 11th.  Per the NWS, the Huron River should crest at 
around 7 feet 2 inches on Monday morning.  Hamburg Township and County staff placed a sandbagging machine at 
two locations on Friday and Saturday (Lagoon Drive area and Riverside Drive area) and had a backhoe bucket ready 
for use if needed. The following agencies were involved in the operations: Hamburg Township Fire and Police 
Departments, Public Works, Public Information Office and Township Supervisor; at the County level, the Drain 
Commissioner’s Office, the Emergency Management Office and 911 Central Dispatch.  The Red Cross provided 
feeding operations for involved personnel.  Currently, Emergency Management in Livingston County is reporting no 
homes with any appreciable amount of water in basements or crawl spaces.  Access to Orr Lake is not hampered by 
flooding.  There are no local states of emergency declared or contemplating being declared and no requests for state 
assistance are anticipated at this time. 
 
VANBUREN COUNTY: 
There are no problems currently reported. 
 
The MSP/EMHSD continues to monitor the situation in conjunction with local officials and the Governor’s Office. No 
further situation status reports will be posted unless the disaster circumstances worsen and/or declarations are 
made. 
 
 
 
 



FLOODING PHOTOS (Taken 1/11-1/14/08) 
Berrien, Branch, and St. Joseph counties 

 
 

 

 

                  

 
 


