
  
 
 

July 10, 2013 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Commissioners Present Guests 
Fred Bueter, Chair 
Tom O’Brien, Vice Chair 
Walter Heinritzi 
Ken Houck 
Charles Moser  
Mike Prince 
Robert Ramels 
 
Commissioners Absent 
Dr. Dan Blower  
Dave Goller  
Keith Ferris  
Capt. Harold Love  
 
 
 
 

Insp. Randy Coplin, MSP 
Dr. Lidia Kostyniuk, UMTRI 
Pat Muinch, FMCSA 
Jill Skutar, MCTS 
John Wallace, FMCSA 
 
OHSP Staff 
Janet Hengesbach 
Charlotte Kilvington 
Julie Roth 
Spencer Simmons 
 

  
CALL TO ORDER 
  
The MTSC meeting was called to order by Mr. Fred Bueter, Chair, at 9:00 a.m.   
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Mr. Prince introduced Mr. Spencer Simmons as the new OHSP Fiscal Manager replacing Ms. Kim Kelly 
who retired earlier this year.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
A MOTION to accept the minutes of the May 8, 2013 MTSC meeting was made by Mr. O’Brien and  
supported by Mr. Moser.  The MOTION carries. 
 
STANDING REPORTS 
 
A. Chair’s Report – Mr. Fred Bueter 
Mr. Bueter reported on the extensive communication that the Department of State has been having and 
will continue to have with their Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) partners regarding the upcoming hand-
held cell phone ban, ban on texting, CDL driver certification, and more.     
 
Next year, a requirement will be put in place in which CDL drivers that operate interstate must visit specific 
federally trained doctors for their medical check-ups.  Interested doctors would go through some training, 
then take specific testing. Accepted doctors would be placed on a national registry.  CDL drivers would be 
referred to this registry.  The enforcement date is May 2014. The Department of State is working on a 
letter to all CDL drivers and the medical community explaining this new policy. 
 
There are changes in the commercial learner’s permit requirements.  This was to be enforced in July 
2014, but has been moved back one year to 2015.  
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The Department of State is working to deter fraud in the CDL arena.  Last year they found an entity  
was training drivers and provided trucks for the drivers in violation of the law.  This entity was put out of 
business and fined. 
 
Mr. Bueter made mention that some commissioner’s appointments expire in early August.  
Mr. Prince mentioned that if any of the current commissioners are interested in   
reappointments, they are to contact him and he will contact the Governor’s Office. Currently,  
the only one that will be retiring is Mr. Ferris because of his business commitments.  Our thanks to all who 
have served on the MTSC as traffic safety in Michigan is better because of their efforts.    
 
B. Financial Report  
Mr. Simmons provided an overview from the May 31, 2013 financial statement.  The revenue is looking  
good compared to May 2012.  The Education line item still shows zero as no monies have been  
received/expended from the Michigan Center for Truck Safety (MCTS). 
 
Mr. Moser inquired if there was any reason why the reimbursements cannot be distributed to the MCTS  
while the monitoring report is being completed.  Spencer gave an update of the status of the report,  
explained the details of the work remaining, and approximately when the reimbursements would start back  
up to the MCTS.  
 
C. Education Grant Activity Report – Ms. Jill Skutar 
Ms. Skutar reported on the time frame April 1, 2013 – June 30, 2013.  They are working with limited  
resources and limited exposure on the road, thus the low numbers for each one of their goals.  
 
D. Enforcement Grant Activity Report – Insp. Randy Coplin 
Inspector Coplin reviewed the 2014 Enforcement Grant request in the amount of $1,229,436.   
The Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Division (CVED) is not requesting any equipment or training 
monies for this year. The grant objectives will concentrate on patrol enforcement activities and overtime  
on holidays and weekends.  They will also continue to publish the Commercial Vehicle Enforcement  
quarterly to be sent to law enforcement, prosecutors, etc.  
 
Inspector Coplin also reported that Governor Snyder recently signed the hand held cell phone ban for 
commercial vehicles effective October 28, 2013 for all CDL drivers.  There is a $100 for the first offense 
with $200 for the subsequent offenses.  There can also be federal charges as well. OHSP is assisting in 
the campaign by developing public information cards talking about the new enforcement. 
 
Inspector Coplin did not have the updates regarding the 2013 Enforcement Grant for 3rd quarter, but 
believes that CVED will expend the entire grant and exceed their goals set forth in 2013. 
 
Mr. Pat Muinch discussed the Summary of Hours-of-Service regarding mandatory breaks on-duty limits,  
and rest periods for CDL drivers. 
 
Following discussions, roll call vote was called. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2014 CVED Grant was approved by roll call vote. 

 
 
 

Yes No Absent Abstain 
Bueter  Goller  
Heinritzi  Blower  
Ramels  Love  
O’Brien  Ferris  
Prince    
Moser    
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PRESENTATIONS/REPORTS 
 
A.  Commercial Motor Vehicle (CMV) grants update – Dr. Lidia Kostyniuk 
Dr. Kostyniuk updated the commission regarding the two grants - MCTS Effectiveness of Training and  
Strategies for Reducing CMV Involved Crashes, Fatalities, and Injuries.  
 
Evaluation of the Michigan Center for Truck Safety Effectiveness of Training Programs 
 
They have reviewed literature, acquired Motor Carrier Management Information System (MCMIS) data, 
received and processed MCTS materials, course participation records, and identified fleets with large 
numbers of MCTS trainees. They are now analyzing driver records of convictions and crashes before and 
after MCTS course participation. They are also comparing driver convictions and crashes of drivers with 
CDLs who had MCTS training to those without MCTS training. They will finish the analysis and conduct 
the interviews with safety directors of firms with regular participation in MCTS training courses. They also 
plan to conduct analysis of MCMIS inspection records comparing firms that send drivers to the MCTS 
courses with those that do not.   
 
Strategies to Reduce CMV-Involved Crashes, Fatalities, and Injuries in Michigan: 2013 Update 
Goals - Update the 2007 study, Strategies to Reduce CMV-Involved Crashes, Fatalities, and Injuries in 
Michigan 
 
The UMTRI team has reviewed of literature, reviewed the extent to which the strategies recommended in 
2007 were implemented, identified drivers with CDL in Michigan Driver Record activity, identified CMV 
crashes in Michigan Vehicle Crash files, examined CMV crash records and CDL driver citations for 2007-
2011 and compared to the patterns and trends. Currently they are comparing crashes and offenses of 
CDL and light vehicle drivers with CDL and light vehicle crashes and offenses for 2007-2011. Once the 
above analysis is completed, they will assess whether the previously recommended strategies still apply or 
if new strategies are warranted.  UMTRI will prepare a draft report of each grant for the September 2013 
meeting.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
a. Letter to Governor Snyder regarding Legislative Bills 
 
A letter was developed recently discussing the recent bills introduced (SB 88, HB 4389).  These bills do 
not seem to be moving at the present time. Following discussion with the members, a motion was made 
by Mr. Ramels, supported by Mr. O’Brien regarding whether the letter should be sent to the Governor if the 
bills continue to be stalled in the Legislature.  Roll call vote was called. 
 

Yes No Absent Abstain 
Ramels  Goller Bueter 
Houck  Blower Heinritzi 
O’Brien  Love  
Prince  Ferris  
Moser    

 
The Motion fails.  Chair Bueter will take this issue up at the next MTSC meeting in September.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

           C. MCTS Monitoring Report  
There was discussion regarding the Monitoring Report earlier in the meeting.  Mr. Simmons will send out a 
status update to the Commissioners as soon as the report is completed. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
TACT Grant 
Mr. Prince reported that OHSP has received approval from the FMCSA regarding the Ticketing 
Aggressive Cars and Trucks (TACT) Grant. The first stage was all of the preliminary work, identifying test 
site and control sites, etc. Planning is in the works for enforcement to begin in October in different areas of 
the state.  Kathy Farnum has been appointed project manager. 
 
4th of July Fatalities 
Mr. Prince discussed the 11 fatalities from the recent 4th of July holiday period.  He explained specifically  
how each one occurred throughout the state. OHSP carefully looks at this information to see if there is  
something more that can be done to avoid these types fatalities.     
 
2014 Education Center Grant  
Discussion regarding the completion of the grant and approval by the Commissioners and the State  
Administrative Board. Once reimbursements are reestablished, Charlotte will meet with Jill Skutar to 
develop The MCTS grant for next year. Then it will be sent to the Commissioners for their input and 
comments, then forwarded to the Ad Board as they have specific dates which they review documents 
such  
as this one before acting.  The Commissioners will give final approve during the September 18 meeting.   
 
Commissioners discussed whether a special meeting should be held to approve this report.   
Following discussion, the Commissioners decided the grant will go to Ad Board first, then to them  
for final review.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting of the MTSC is scheduled for Wednesday, September 18, 2013. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
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