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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The GTSAC meeting was called to order by Chair Michael Prince at 8:30 a.m.  A quorum was present 
for today’s meeting. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
 
Mr. Prince welcomed everyone to today’s meeting.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
Mr. Micklash made a MOTION to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2011, meeting.  Ms. Scapetta 
supported. The MOTION carried.   
 
STANDING REPORTS 

 
• Chair’s Report – Mr. Michael Prince 

 
Mr. Prince reported that Mr. Kevin McNeilly from Spartan Barricading in Holt, Michigan has been 
appointed as the Governor’s appointee to the Commission.  Due to previous commitments, he could 
not be here today 
 
He also noted that Mr. Randy VanPorfliet has been appointed as the MDOT representative to the 
Commission, he also was not able to attend today 
 
Commissioner Reports 
 

 Local Representative – Mr. Larry Hummel 
 

The Van Buren County Road Commission in the process of wrapping up construction projects for the 
season.  He indicated that many of their projects were funded by federal safety funds i.e. shoulder 
widening, etc. The Road Commission has now begun its fall/winter operations such as talking to bus 
garages, snow operations, etc 

 
 Department of Education – Mr. Ken Micklash 
 

On May 4, 2011, Michigan participated in the voluntary Stop Arm survey. A total of 69 out of 83 
counties participated, with 936 incidents reported, the majority of which were during the afternoon 
take-home times. Other statistics found that 1,771 citizens passed school buses when the stop arm 
was down. Of those, 685 passed from front to rear and 354 passed from rear to front, 1,331 citizens 
passed on the stop arm side and 8 passed on the right where children get enter/exit the bus.  

 
   Local Representative- Chief David Stamm 

 
Chief Stamm began by thanking MDOT and the Genesee County Road Commission as they are great 
to work with.  He briefly mentioned that speed limits are a big thing in this state now.   

 
Michigan Department of State Police – Capt. Harold Love 
 
Captain Love reported that Colonel Etue would like to implement the DDACTs (Data-Driven 
Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety) program around the state. The Traffic Safety Division (TSD) 
recently hosted the International C.A.R.E.Conference in June.   There was good participation at the 

 



GTSAC minutes 
Page 3 
August 26, 2011, 2011 

conference. Michigan will co-host the 2012 conference in Vermont.  The restructuring of MSP 
continues.  The initial plan is to close 33 posts. These closures will not minimize the service in any 
community, but will instead enhance the services that MSP offers.  

 
Michigan Department of Community Health – Ms. Linda Scapetta  
 
September 18-24, 2011 is Child Passenger Safety week.  There will be many events, including free 
child seat inspections.  This and other information is located at safekids.org. 
 
NHTSA recently issued recommendations for children riding in passenger cars suggesting that 
children are in the rear-facing position for as long as possible until they are four years old, then they 
can be in the front-facing position with a harness until the reach the age of eight, where they are to 
remain in a booster seat until they are big enough to fit into the seat properly. 
 
There is an interactive website for parent of new teen drivers - saferdrivingforteens.org.  The MDCH 
will run two ads run through Feb 2012 discussing safe driving for teen drivers.   
 
Office of Services to the Aging – Ms. Lauren Swanson 
 
Absent 
 
Department of State – Ms. Anne Corgan 
 
Starting in January 2012, there are new regulations for CDL drivers requiring drivers to keep current   
medical records on file with the SOS. These records would be accessible by law enforcement in the 
case  
of any violations against the driver.  The CDL drivers would need to recertify this every 2 years.  
 
May was the kickoff of Motorcycle Safety month, Ms. Johnson attended many of the events around the 
state.   The Secretary of State is partnering with OHSP to offer an Advanced Motorcycle Course 
including rider techniques.  There is also an Implemented Advanced Skills testing – this course is more 
appropriate for three-wheel bikes however.   
 
There are revised GDL restrictions.  The SOS will be contacting all GDL drivers and Drivers Education 
instructors in Michigan regarding the changes. 
 
Office of Highway Safety Planning – Mr. Michael Prince 
 
Mr. Prince briefly spoke about the mobilizations which his office facilitated.  The summer began with 
the Click it or Ticket it campaign during Memorial Day weekend. During that time over 900 seat belt and 
safety seat violations were issued.  Currently there is a 94.5% safety belt use rate. That number has 
dropped in recent years partly because the amount of federal funding available for safety belt 
enforcement has been reduced.  OHSP funds about half the number of agencies for overtime 
enforcement efforts as they did 2-3 years ago when the belt use rate was the highest in the country.   
The OHSP is having strategy sessions to discuss how to utilize limited federal dollars so that more 
agencies can participate in this event in the future.  
 
Over the Fourth of July weekend, there was a drunk driving mobilization conducted which was very 
successful.   Approximately 49 people were arrested for drunk driving-related offenses.   
 
There are no results for Labor Day mobilization as it runs through the Labor Day weekend.  
 
Mr.  Prince briefly discussed the Regional Traffic Safety Committees which are sponsored by AAA and 
OHSP.  They are held in different locations around the state.  Ms. Alyson Kechkaylo is working with 
AAA to promote these meetings, increase membership, and bring in speakers occasionally.     
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OHSP is working with the Governor’s Highway Safety Association and the Ford Foundation on a 
program called Driving Skills for Life.  During this program, 42 teens were taught driving skills at the 
MSP Precision Drive track. This is a great program with all funding provided by Ford Motor Fund.  
Teens are able to drive on the track with an MSP Trooper as a drive instructor. The program provides 
teens with experience in vehicle handling, space management, and hazard recognition, as well as the 
opportunity to learn to change a tire. 

 
OHSP is working with AAA and Ford Foundation on a new program – Strive for a Safer Drive.  A letter 
will be going out to recruit schools in the state’s top eleven counties for teen-related crash fatalities.  A 
media event will take place in October to kick off the event.  This will be a competitive event and the 
school that does the best will be awarded a Teen Ride and Drive event where Ford brings in their own 
drive instructors.  

 
Legislative Summary – Sgt. Brody Boucher - MSP 
 
Sgt. Boucher presented an overview of current legislation relating to traffic safety issues.  A copy of 
the prepared summary is available on the GTSAC Web site. 
 
Captain Love reminded the members about the TSD Motor Carrier Recruit School. They are 
scheduled to graduate on November 23. 
 
TSD is also conducting Motor Carrier enforcement involving spot checks.  These checks can find 
larger problems. This effort focuses on safety of commercial vehicles. 
 
HSP Revision Update – Ms. Kathy Farnum  
 
Ms. Farnum discussed the National Peer Exchange program that she recently attended. It is an 
opportunity to meet with other states about every 5 years. She commented that other states’ report 12 
or more emphasis areas in their Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP)while others have only five or 
six.  The Michigan team that attended the event seems to favor the idea of focusing on fewer areas 
that have the greatest opportunity to focus on fatality and injury reduction.  MDOT/OHSP will be 
enlisting an outside facilitator to assist with the updates along with facilitating and authoring the 
changes to Michigan’s new SHSP. Ms. Farnum indicated that she is hopeful that by the December 
meeting, a person will be in place to assist with this task.  We will be requesting input from as many 
stakeholders as possible in the development of the new SHSP and utilizing an outside facilitator will 
assist in generating greater levels of input from stakeholders outside of the mid-Michigan area.   
 
The Action Teams are working on their close-out reports for the year.   
 
GTSAC Awards Banquet Update – Mr. Jason Hamblen 
 
The nomination forms will be sent out shortly to all network partners with a return date of November 
7, 2011.  The same categories as last year will be offered as well as the Richard H. Austin award.  
Mr. Hamblen noted that the committee members who served last year were invited to participate 
again this year.  The final recommendations will be presented at the December GTSAC meeting with 
the banquet/lunch to be held on March 21, 2012.  
 
Traffic Safety Summit – Ms. Alyson Kechkaylo 
 
The Summit is in its early stages of planning. It is scheduled for March 20-22, 2012 at Kellogg Center.  
There will be pre-conference sessions hosting the project directors/coordinators scheduled for that 
Monday. Ms. Kechkaylo noted that topic suggestions are due to her no later than September 9.  
Some changes of note for this year are that the registration process will be more streamlined with no 
checks for payment, only credit cards or inter-department transfers, and the hotel registrations will be 
online.    
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
2010 Data Update – GTSAC Emphasis Areas for Traffic Safety – Ms. Charlotte Kilvington  
    
Ms. Kilvington gave a presentation on 2010 Crash data update and how it applies to our data. 
    
Following the presentation, members discussed the crash data report and data from past years.  
 
Michigan Department of Transportation – Mr. Mark Bott 
 
In Mr. VanPortfliet’s absence, Mr. Bott gave the report today.  He began by thanking Captain Love for 
the video on Traffic Speed development.   
 
MDOT is looking at low cost improvements on freeway interchanges and crash results from wrong-way 
movement.  There are 160 Interchanges in Michigan which are considered “partial cloverleaf”.  Some of 
those are in need of repair and it has been determined that it would cost approximately $8,000 for one 
interchange  
 
They are also looking at safety edges.  This is new pavement which replaces edge of freeways when 
the asphalt breaks off from different events such as snow removal, etc. Tires drop off and people 
overcorrect which in some cases can result in crashes.   

 
Drug Recognition Expert Program – Mr. Mike Harris/ Officer Wes Evans 

 
Mr. Harris and Officer Evans from Grand Blanc Township gave a presentation today regarding the 
recent Drug Recognition Expert Program held at the MSP training Academy.  

 
Mr. Harris briefly explained the DRE program. This is law enforcement’s answer to the growing 
drugged- driving problem.   
 
Officer Wes Evans gave a demonstration on how people are evaluated if they are pulled over for 
Drugged Driving.   
 
This program is just getting started and is on a fast track.  A mid-level drug enforcement program called 
ARIDE (Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving Enforcement) can’t get the classes scheduled fast 
enough to meet demand.  Drugged-driving has always been around, but it is necessary to provide 
training for law enforcement to identify this problem during traffic stops.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS 
 
On November 10, the Institute of Transportation Engineering is having a one-day conference in Howell, 
Michigan. There will be more information to follow.  
 
Mr. Russ Jorgenson noted that he heard a rumor that the Transportation Commission is looking at the 
cable rail issue and felt that this be more of an engineering issue or a safety issue.   He is hoping there 
is no truth to that rumor.   
 
Mr. Prince indicated that he is going to try to schedule a presentation during each GTSAC Meeting so 
there is more information being shared at each meeting in addition to the individual reports.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 28, 2011 at the Horatio S. Earle Learning Center.  
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