Most residential burglaries are crimes of opportunity and involve very little planning on the part of the thief. 

Knowing about burglars’ three worst enemies-light, time, and noise, can help you safeguard your home from becoming an easy target. 

Reducing the risk of break-ins is simply a matter of making your home less attractive to criminals searching for quick and easy targets. 

The majority of residential break-ins are preventable if homeowners follow common sense steps in improving security. 
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In the efforts of reducing crime, the Michigan State Police (MSP) has developed a Home Security Survey.  Taking the time to complete the survey and reviewing your personal security situation can greatly reduce your risk of becoming a victim. 

Please contact your local State Police Post for more information about the MSP Home Security Survey. 
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Information for Victims of Property Crimes
 and

Crime Prevention Tips
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According to the 2005 Michigan Uniform Crime Report, Michigan citizens reported

3,222 cases of arson
13,321 cases of robbery
48,064 cases of motor vehicle theft
69,742 cases of burglary
190, 616 cases of larceny
FBI statistics show that over a ten year period, approximately 1 in 4 residences nationwide will be burglarized. 
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HOME SECURITY TIPS

· Install and use good deadbolt locks in exterior doors. 

· Secure sliding glass doors with locks or a rigid wooden dowel wedged in the track. 

· Lock double-hung windows by sliding a bolt or nail into a hole drilled on an angle through the top of each sash and into the frame. 

· Trim back shrubbery hiding doors and windows. 

· Install lights at all entry points, and consider motion lights in backyard areas where burglars could hide. 

· Maintain the exterior of your home and yard.  Clutter and rundown areas attract criminals. 

· Keep your overhead garage doors closed and locked, even when you are home. 

· Install peepholes or viewers on all entry doors so you can see who is at the door before opening it. 

· Ensure that your home is marked with your street address that is visible from the road. 

· Don’t hide house keys in mailboxes, planters, or under doormats.  A spare key can be left with a trustworthy neighbor. 

· If you lose the keys to your home or move into a new home, change the locks immediately.

· Don’t give any personal information to “wrong number” callers. 

· Make your home appear occupied when going away.  Ask a neighbor to park a vehicle in your driveway and pick up your mail and newspapers. 

· Leave lights on in different areas of the home when away and leave a TV or radio on. 

· Consider buying a dog.  A barking dog has long proven to be one of the best deterrents to would-be burglars. 

· Buy a safe to store valuables.  Make sure the safe is securely bolted to a wall or the floor. 

· Consider investing in an alarm system.  The majority of burglars avoid homes with alarms.  Even the “look alike” alarm stickers can be effective as a deterrent. 

· Create a neighborhood watch and get to know your neighbors personally.  An alert and involved community is a criminal’s nemesis. 

