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General Session Speakers
Tuesday, March 24	 parenting Skills and keeping young drivers safe

Dr. Kenneth R. Ginsburg, Associate Professor of Pediatrics at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and University of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Dr. Kenneth R. Ginsburg, M.D., practices social adolescent medicine which focuses on the prevention and recognition that social 
context, stressors, and poverty impact upon health.  

He is also the medical director for Covenant House Pennsylvania, a care system that serves homeless, street, and mar-
ginalized youth in Philadelphia.  

Dr. Ginsburg brings his understanding of resilience, parenting and teenage behavioral change to the topic of adolescent 
driving, the leading killer of young people. As part of The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia Center for Injury Research and 
Prevention, Dr. Ginsberg is working with a team of social scientists, doctors, and engineers to save teens’ lives in cars.

Tuesday, March 24	 Social norming’s role in traffic safety
Jeffrey Linkenbach, Ed.D., Faculty Member, Department of Health & Human Development, Montana State University, and Director, Montana 
Social Norms Project, Bozeman, Montana 
Jeff Linkenbach, Ed.D., is well known for being a pioneer in the area of the social norms approach to prevention. His research 
and innovative project development strive to translate social science into social action.  

An example of his work includes the creation of the (7 Step) Montana Model of Social Norms Marketing which provides coor-
dination for the MOST of Us campaigns. This model has been successfully applied in Montana with groups such as young adults, 
public schools, adults and communities regarding the prevention of problems associated with alcohol, tobacco, traffic safety, 
nutrition, and parent-child communication.

 Dr. Linkenbach holds a doctorate of education and a master’s degree in counseling. He has over 17 years of experience in 
the field of health promotion as a trainer, program director, researcher and faculty member. 

Tuesday, March 24	 A fresh look at young drivers: cell phones and licensing
Anne T. McCartt, PH.D., Senior Vice President, Research, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Arlington, Virginia 
Anne T. McCartt, Ph.D., has worked in the highway safety field for 25 years and has been with the Insurance Institute for Highway 
Safety (IIHS) since 2002. 

She has authored more than 140 technical reports and scientific papers on such topics as side airbag effectiveness, distracted 
driving, alcohol-impaired driving, large truck safety, young drivers, and occupant restraints. 

She was president of the Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine and serves on expert committees and 
advisory boards of the Transportation Research Board and other safety organizations. Dr. McCartt received her bachelor’s 
degree from Duke University and a doctorate in public administration and policy from the Rockefeller College of Public Affairs 
and Policy, State University of New York at Albany.  

Wednesday, March 25	 Federal Transportation Safety Reauthorization:  What’s Ahead
Michael G. Witter, Regional Administrator, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Region 5, Olympus, Illinois
Michael Witter began his career with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in 1978 as a college intern 
working in the Kansas City, Missouri office. After completing his undergraduate degree in safety at the University of Central 
Missouri, Mr. Witter transferred to the NHTSA Denver, Colorado office. While there, he served as the occupant protection 
and impaired driving coordinator for six states. In 1988, he transferred to NHTSA’s Washington, D.C., Office of Occupant 
Protection, focusing on programs designed to raise seat belt use.

Mr. Witter became a regional program manager for the NHTSA Region 5 office in 1990, working with Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin. In 2004, he was named deputy regional administrator and in 2008 was selected 
as the regional administrator.

Wednesday, March 25	 Media Relations 101
Rick Kamel, owner, RK Public Relations, Chicago, Illinois
Since 1983, Rick Kamel has been a public relations practitioner and media relations trainer. He conducts news media relations 
training seminars across the country, gives key speeches about the news media, develops proactive news media marketing sys-
tems for corporations, and designs news media crisis communications plans. 

As owner of his own public relations agency, Chicago-based RK Public Relations, he has worked for such clients as Chevrolet 
Motor Division, Ford Motor Company, Kellogg’s, and Wendy’s restaurants. 

Mr. Kamel has received several news awards from the Associated Press and United Press International.  Other recognitions 
include the Gold Spectrum Award and Best of Show from the Public Relations Society of America in 1997.

Thursday, March 26	T raffic: Why We Drive the Way We Do 
Tom Vanderbilt, author, Brooklyn New York
Tom Vanderbilt writes on design, technology, science, and culture, among other subjects, for many publications, including Wired, 
Slate, The Wall Street Journal, and Popular Science. His most recent book is the New York Times bestseller Traffic: Why We Drive 
the Way We Do (and What It Says About Us).
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