
Testifying in the CourtroomTestifying in the Courtroom



The Police ReportThe Police Report

• Preparation to testify starts during the 

investigation – and with the report.

• It must be complete

– Details are important

– The more complete – the less there is to question 

later.



The Police ReportThe Police Report

• Do not editorialize in a report – just the facts.

• Use a thorough format

– Vehicle in Motion

– Personal Contact

– Pre-Screening Arrest

– Post Arrest



Before TrialBefore Trial

• Meet with the prosecutor

– Ask if anything has been excluded

– Ask if you will be asked to do the SFSTs in the 

courtroom

– Be ready to do a diagram of the scene



Before TrialBefore Trial

• Read the report before the trial.
– Study it – the defense has studied it

– Compare it to any recordings of what happened

• Know
– The witnesses and/or victim(s) names

– The date and time of the offense

– The facts in your report.



The Trial – Direct ExaminationThe Trial – Direct Examination

• Be prepared to explain your training and 
experience.

• Look at the jury – but don’t make it a tennis 
match.

• Be confident

• Answer the question asked – not the one you 
want asked.



The Trial – Direct ExaminationThe Trial – Direct Examination

• Speak slowly

• Answer the question fully and fairly

• Don’t use cop-speak



The Trial – Direct ExaminationThe Trial – Direct Examination

• Paint the Picture
– Use descriptive words when describing what 

happened.



The Golden RuleThe Golden Rule

• Tell the Truth

– This includes don’t hedge your answer.

– This includes don’t play word games.

• Jurors hold you to a higher standard –if they 

think you are holding back or lying – they will 

discount everything you’ve said.
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